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Sunday, October 18, 2026 ~ 9am
21st Sunday after Pentecost

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS
Lay Leader . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Craig Bielke
Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Tristan Frampton
Organist/Pianist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cynthia Johnson

Liturgist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karen Keuss
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE                                         Dawn Reverie
by David Paxton

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
We are chosen children of  God, bound together by the Holy Spirit. 
We belong to God, and through God, we belong to one another.
The Spirit empowers us to live as imitators of  Christ in love of  God, neighbor, self, and
all creation. 
We belong to God, and through God, we learn to love one another. 
The Spirit inspires us to receive God’s Word with joy in a world that rejects the good
news. 
We belong to God, and through God, we live in joy with one another. 
Come, let us worship in the assurance of  God’s love that chooses us, empowers us,
and inspires us to live as the family of  Christ. 
We come to worship God in the assurance that we belong to God, and through
God, we belong to one another. Amen. 

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Loving God, be among us now. Show us your ways. Guide our steps. Live in us,
that we may be people of steadfast hope and powerful giving. Help us hear your
words, challenging us to give you all the things that are your. Help us remember
that all we are and all we have are gifts from you, gifts to be shared in service
and love. Holy One among us, help us be a holy people who receive your word
with joy and live your message with love. Amen. 

PASSING THE PEACE
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CALL TO AND UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of Grace, we know that you have chosen us, but we often forget that you
have chosen others. You call us to be imitators of Christ, yet many times we are
imitators of the world. You challenge us to turn from our idols, but we are
tempted to turn back to them again and again. Rescue us, Lord, from ourselves.
Show us your way. Guide our every action, that we may live as you call us to live.
Amen.
 
SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Beloved children of God, receive the good news:
God loves us, chooses us, forgives us, and renews us to live in love and service of God and
neighbor. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
Glory to God! Amen. 

3

OPENING HYMN      
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ANTHEM                                        Holy, Holy, Holy, We Worship You
by Benjamin Harlan 

Sanctuary Choir

SCRIPTURES                                               Exodus 33:12-23,                                              Karen Keuss
                                              1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 and Matthew  22:15-22

SERMON                                                                                                                                     Craig Bielke

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS AND OFFERTORY MUSIC 
Sarabande

from Partita 1 in B flat, BWV 825
by J.S. Bach

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know
Praise Spirit, with us evermore
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen

DEDICATION PRAYER (UNISON)
Gracious God, you choose ordinary people and weave them into a community that shines
with your love. We thank you for the gift of belonging and for the call to live our faith in ways
that ripple outward into the lives of others. Receive these gifts as signs of our gratitude and
our willingness to be witnesses to your grace. Use what we offer to encourage the weary,
welcome the searching, and strengthen your Church as a living example of hope. May our
shared life together always point to Christ, whose love calls and sends us. Amen. 

*CLOSING HYMN                               Come, Thou Almighty King                                      (see page 5)
 
COMMISSIONING + CHARGE + BENEDICTION
 
POSTLUDE                                                          Noontide

by Walker Baylor
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