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WELCOME 
  
PRELUDE                                     Cantilène religieuse

by Théodore Dubois

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: Today, we worship our God, but also take time to remember the hard-working
people in our country
People: Let us honor our God; let us offer our respect for those who are diligent
in the work they do to make our country and this world a better place.
Leader: Today, we offer thanks to our sacrificial Lord, but also remember the great
sacrifice of  lives that occurred on September 11, 2001.
People: Let us offer great thanksgiving to our Lord Jesus Christ; let us, also,
remember and offer thanksgiving for all those individuals who helped others and
lost their lives in the tragedy of September 11, 2001.
ALL: O’ Lord God, you are with us in times of rejoicing and you are with us in
times of tragedy. We are comforted knowing that you are always with us. Amen.

*INVOCATION                                                                                                                              
God our Great Comforter, we want to rest in your holy embrace this day. Some of
us are tired from the work that we do; some of us are tired because of memories
that bring grief to our hearts. Let your Spirit of loving care be with us in this time
of worship, we truly pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen  
 
PASSING THE PEACE

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS
Supply Pastor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Joan H. Mier

Director of Music . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Tristan Frampton
Organist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cynthia Johnson
Liturgist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dick Erdmann

Sunday, September 6, 2026 ~ 9am
15th Sunday after Pentecost
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OPENING HYMN (Verses. 1-3 & alternate verse 4)
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RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS AND OFFERTORY MUSIC 
Were You There (When the World Stopped Turning)

by Alan Jackson
Bill Guthrie, soloist

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know
Praise Spirit, with us evermore
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
You are our God that bestows amazing grace; we worship and praise your holy
name and offer these gifts to you for the ministry of Jesus Christ. Bless these
gifts, we pray, that they will be used wisely, according to the will of our Savior.
Help us to always follow in his footsteps.  Amen 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION (See insert)

*CLOSING HYMN                         America the Beautiful                            (see page 6)

*COMMISSIONING 
Continue to work hard, brothers and sisters in faith, for that which is most pleasing to
our Lord Jesus Christ. Offer hope to those who are without hope, bring comfort to those
who are grieving, and always be the people who lend a helping hand to those most in
need.  Let it be so in Jesus’ name.  Amen

*BENEDICTION 
The love and light of  Christ goes with you wherever you go, feel the warmth of  God’s
love and always be guided by the holy light that goes before you. May it be so for you
and all whom you love. Amen

POSTLUDE                                    Processional in G
by Romuald Zientarski

PRAYER FOR REFLECTION AND RECONCILIATION
Pastor: Sometimes, we feel heavy burdened when we come before the Lord. There are
so many memories that we carry, so many responsibilities that take our time away from
connecting with our God; we feel like we can handle things on our own, until we just
can’t do it. It is time now, beloved of  God, to take a moment, just to speak to God about
where you are in relationship with the Higher Power of  your lives.   As I cannot put
words into your mouth in regard to what you need to say to God, I can only welcome
you into this sacred moment and then, afterward, I am blessed to offer the Words of
Grace.

Silent Confession and Reconciliation 
 
WORDS OF GRACE
God holds you in a loving embrace because you are so precious to God. Allow yourself
to feel loved and forgiven; allow yourself  to feel refreshed and renewed in the depths of
your spirits. How blessed we are, beloved in Christ, to experience the amazing grace of
God.  Amen

SPECIAL MUSIC                       ‘Til the Storm Passes By
by Mosie Lister
arr. Tom Fettke

 Bill Guthrie & Tristan Frampton, soloists

 SCRIPTURES                                 Exodus 12:1-14                                Dick Erdmann
                                                     Romans 13:8-14                                 Dick Erdmann

                                                       Matthew 18:15-20                          Rev. Joan H. Mier

SERMON                                 A Day of  Remembrance                       Rev. Joan H. Mier
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
   Amen.

REFLECTION ON GIVING
We are called to be people who diligently work for the expanse of  the ministry of  Jesus
Christ in our community and in the world. Therefore, let us give faithfully so that the
great mission of  our Lord may continue to be fulfilled. Let it be so in his holy name.
Amen.



THE INVITATION                                                                                                                          
Pastor:  Jesus said: I am the bread of life. You who come to me shall not hunger; you
who believe in me shall never thirst.
People:  In company with all who hunger for spiritual food, we come to this table
to know the risen Christ in the sharing of this life-giving bread.

COMMUNION PRAYER
Pastor: God be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to God.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to God Most High.
All:  It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 
Pastor: Eternal God, who has created the heavens and the earth, giving breath to
every living thing, we thank you for all the gifts of creation and for the gift of life itself.
We thank you for making us in your own image, for forgiving us when we act as if you
have no claim on us, and for keeping us in your steadfast care.  

We rejoice in Jesus Christ, the only one eternally begotten by you, who was born of
your servant Mary and shares the joys and sorrows of life as we know it.  We
remember Christ’s death, we celebrate Christ’s resurrection, and, in the beloved
community of your church, we await Christ’s return at the end of history.

We take courage from the abiding presence of your Holy Spirit in our midst. 
We offer you our praise for women and men of faith in every age who stand as
witnesses to your love and justice. With all the prophets, martyrs, and saints, and all the
company of heaven we glorify you:

All:  Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole universe speaks of your
glory, O God Most High. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God!
Hosanna in the highest!

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNIONSERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION



Pastor: Merciful God, as sisters and brothers in faith, we recall anew these words and
acts of Jesus Christ. Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and
broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat: This is my body.” Jesus took a
cup and after giving thanks, gave it to the disciples and said: “Drink of it, all of you; for
this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of
sins.” We remember Christ’s promise not to drink of the fruit of the vine again until the
heavenly banquet at the close of history, and we say boldly what we believe:
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Pastor: Come, Holy Spirit, come. Bless this bread, and bless this fruit of the vine.
Bless all of us in our eating and drinking at this table that our eyes may be opened,
and we may recognize the risen Christ in our midst, in each other, and in all for whom
Christ died. AMEN

BREAKING BREAD AND POURING WINE 
Pastor: Through the broken bread we participate in the body of Christ. Through the
cup of blessing, we participate in the new life Christ gives.

SHARING THE ELEMENTS 
Pastor: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Pastor: The Body of Christ, the living bread. People: AMEN
Pastor: The blood of Christ, the saving cup. People: AMEN
Pastor: Come, for all things are ready. 
(Congregants are invited to come forward to receive of the Holy Elements)

COMMUNION MUSIC 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Let us pray.
ALL: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your table by
granting us the presence of Jesus Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our
love for one another, and send us forth into the world in courage and peace,
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen

*Book of  Worship, United Church of  Christ, Service of  Word and Sacrament II
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