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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
  
PRELUDE                                             Meditation

by Flor Peeters

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: We gather in this place that is like “dry land,” a place where we can walk firmly
towards the altar of our God.
People: This place of worship is a solid footing on our faith walk; a place where
we can share the love of God together, and the joys and sorrows of life.
Leader: How blessed we are to have a Savior who guides us on the right path, leading
us toward eternal life with our God.
People: How grateful we are to have Jesus in our lives, inviting us to follow in
his footsteps, leading us to the solid sacred spaces that God provides for us.
ALL: Thanks be to our awesome Lord, a guide and a light on our faith journeys.
Amen

*INVOCATION (Unison)                                                                                                                             
Guide us O’ Lord our God to the places that are part of the firm foundation of our
faith. As we walk a little closer to you, direct our feet on the pathway that you
have set for us. Let your Spirit coax us and direct us to the “dry land,” the solid
ground we are called to stand on. Let us, now, stand ever closer to you, we pray
in your holy name.   Amen 

PASSING THE PEACE

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS
Supply Pastor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Joan H. Mier
Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Tristan Frampton

Organist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  Cynthia Johnson
Liturgist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Karen Keuss

Sunday, September 13, 2026 ~ 9am
16th Sunday after Pentecost
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OPENING HYMN 
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*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ in who God’s grace we know
Praise Spirit, with us evermore
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
Blessed Lord, our hope is in you. When the path seems dim and scary, we know
that we can turn to you and seek your guidance. Let your footsteps be our guide
in helping others to walk toward you. Let these love gifts, blessed by you, lead all
of us toward our beautiful home with our God. Let it be so.  Amen 

*CLOSING HYMN               My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less                    (see page 6)

*COMMISSIONING 
Go forth, beloved in Christ, and always seek to walk upon the “dry land,” the firm
foundation that the Lord has placed before you. Invite others to walk on this sacred
journey with you, side-by-side, followers of  Christ together, for we are stronger in our
faith when we walk together.  Amen 

*BENEDICTION 
May the grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ be with you to guide you and direct you on the
path he has chosen for you, and may you feel him watching over each step that you
take, today and every day.  Amen

POSTLUDE                                     Finale in D minor
by Eric H. Thiman

PRAYER FOR REFLECTION AND RECONCILIATION                                                                                
Pastor: When we earnestly speak to the Lord, it is liking walking a little closer to him,
walking so close that we can feel his sacred breath upon us. Take time now to speak to
Jesus. Breath in his forgiving Spirit, exhale the iniquities of  your life.Allow yourself  to
feel wrapped in a blanket of  love and forgiveness. As I cannot put words into your
mouth in regard to what you need to say to God, I can only welcome you into this
sacred moment and then, afterward, I am blessed to offer the Words of  Grace.

Silent Confession and Reconciliation 
 
WORDS OF GRACE                                                                                                                      
Allow yourself  to be humbled by the amazing grace and forgiveness of  our God. In our
humanness, it is easy to stumble into “quicksand,” sinking deep in the mire of  sin, but
our merciful Lord reaches for us and lifts us up out of  the traps in which we easily fall.
Thanks be to our merciful, loving and forgiving Savior.  Amen

ANTHEM                                   With a voice of  singing
by Martin Shaw
Sanctuary Choir

 SCRIPTURES                                Exodus 14:19-31                                 Karen Keuss
                                                     Romans 14:1-12                                  Karen Keuss

                                                       Matthew 18:21-35                         Rev. Joan H. Mier

SERMON                                  Quick Sand or Dry Land                    Rev. Joan H. Mier
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
   Amen.

REFLECTION ON GIVING
Through our gifts that we freely give in the name of  Jesus, we can offer others who are
struggling to walk on “dry land,” a solid foundation with Jesus as the cornerstone. Let
us give generously in his blessed name.  Amen.

RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS AND OFFERTORY MUSIC 
Simple Gifts

Traditional Shaker Melody
arr. Mark Hayes


	For Your Prayers
	Carol Hotz & Fred Hotz
	The Ritter family, Tim, Sandy & Tim Jr.
	Lou Ann Niemann
	Al Stahl
	Laura Sadler
	Alec Zaber
	Jane Bonaldi
	Paul Sutherland
	Our Pastor Search Committee
	Cathy Blaies and family (Mike’s sister)
	Sylvia, sister of Luci Bradley
	Rich Wilburn and his family,
	son-in-law of Stephenie Bauza
	Gay Eckert
	Larry Walton
	Jane Peters, sister of Jerry Pierce
	Bette Ettling
	The Gentry family
	Wes Krummrich
	Dorothy Maiworm
	Daniel Holtzclaw, friend of the Birkners
	The loved ones of David Elmore
	Please call the office for prayer requests.  618-233-3303

	Sunday, September 13, 2026 ~ 9am
	16th Sunday after Pentecost
	TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS
	WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
	*CALL TO WORSHIP
	People: This place of worship is a solid footing on our faith walk; a place where we can share the love of God together, and the joys and sorrows of life.
	People: How grateful we are to have Jesus in our lives, inviting us to follow in  his footsteps, leading us to the solid sacred spaces that God provides for us.
	ALL: Thanks be to our awesome Lord, a guide and a light on our faith journeys. Amen
	Guide us O’ Lord our God to the places that are part of the firm foundation of our faith. As we walk a little closer to you, direct our feet on the pathway that you have set for us. Let your Spirit coax us and direct us to the “dry land,” the solid ground we are called to stand on. Let us, now, stand ever closer to you, we pray in your holy name.   Amen

	PASSING THE PEACE


	OPENING HYMN
	PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
	Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
	Give us this day our daily bread.
	And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
	And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
	For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
	Amen.

	REFLECTION ON GIVING
	RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS AND OFFERTORY MUSIC
	Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
	Praise Christ in who God’s grace we know
	Praise Spirit, with us evermore
	One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen

	*COMMISSIONING
	*BENEDICTION

