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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE                               This Is My Father's World
Tune: Terra Beata

arr. John Innes
Mary Lu Bretsch, organ, Cynthia Johnson, piano

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
Sometimes God calls us through burning bushes, telling us to go free a whole people
despite our insecurities and fears.
God, help us accept your call on our lives.
Sometimes God calls us, and we don’t understand the full meaning of  the call, the ways our
families, friends, and communities may resist the good news and us as messengers of  it.
God, help us accept your call on our lives.
Sometimes God calls us to a path that is harder than we think we can handle, asking us to
trust that God will provide what we need.
God, help us accept your call on our lives.
Beloved, God’s call takes many forms. Sometimes it feels as natural as breathing, and
sometimes we want to run as far as we can. But take assurance in this: You are not alone.
God is with us, and God’s call can be trusted, because no matter where it leads, God is
there.
God, help us accept your call on our lives and to trust that what you equip us to do
is what you call us to do as members of the Body of Christ. Thanks be to God!
Amen.

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Pour your Light, Holy Spirit of God, into our hearts and minds. Help us to know
more clearly and grasp more fully the Good News of Jesus. And help us then to
know how to share it. We ask this through Jesus Christ, who with You and the
Father, are One God. Amen. 

PASSING THE PEACE

LAST DAY TO ORDER
Pampered Chef is Aug 30! 

I’m happy to share that the Pampered
Chef Community Interfaith Food

Pantry fundraiser has reached over
$650 in product sales which means

Pampered Chef will be donating 30%
product sales! Plus, Sherri will be

donating another 8-10% depending on
the final product sales!

You are invited to shop/order direct
from the fundraiser link at

https://table.pamperedchef.com/party
/3624916jko OR shop via the link then

text/call or email Sherri at 618 791-
6148 cookinsherri2@gmail.com. Order
direct from Sherri & amp; she may be

able to save you some shipping costs if
you are in the Belleville area. Sherri

will personally be at the Pantry to take
orders Saturday August 29 from 10:45
to 11:30am. The August Sale includes

products that are retiring to make way
for new exciting products! 

Don’t want/need anything for yourself
or to give as a gift? Order Meal Mixes

to be delivered to
Community Interfaith Food

Pantry! You can see the Meal Mixes &
amp; August Sale on the shopping

link above! Want to be 1st to show off
the New Fall/Winter Products, have

another $3 donated to the
Pantry &amp; allow Sherri to donate
more money to the pantry? Contact

her before the fundraiser ends!
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OPENING HYMN      
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CALL TO AND UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Christ Jesus, our teacher, we have not listened for your word amid the clamor of
words all around us. We are more pleased to repeat familiar tunes than to listen
for new melodies and strange harmonies. We try harder to defend what we think
we know than to reach for that which is beyond our grasp. Slow to trust, afraid of
the unknown, we are cautious to hear and do your will. We pray for hearts to pay
attention to the cries of our neighbor and to resonate with your Spirit. Silence us
and instruct us until we learn afresh to sing the songs of faith, hope, and love.
Amen. 

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION WORDS OF ASSURANCE

SPECIAL MUSIC                                          Cross Medley
(Beneath the Cross of Jesus / Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross)

arr. John Innes

SCRIPTURES                                               Exodus 3:1-15                                                  Donna Davis
Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28

SERMON                                                                                                                                     Craig Bielke
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS AND OFFERTORY MUSIC 
 Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken

Hymn Tune: Ellesdie
arr. Larry Shackley

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know
Praise Spirit, with us evermore
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen

DEDICATION PRAYER (UNISON)
Holy God, you call ordinary people from unexpected places and send them into
hard and holy work. As you met Moses in the fire that did not consume, and as
you met Peter on the road of costly discipleship, meet us now in these gifts we
bring. Shape us by your presence, not by fear; by service, not by power; by love
that risks itself for the sake of others. Receive our offering as a sign that we trust
your “I AM” to go with us and that we are willing to follow Christ, even when the
way is demanding. Use what we give to bring freedom, healing, and hope to your
world. Amen. 

*CLOSING HYMN              Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                    (see page 6)

COMMISSIONING + CHARGE + BENEDICTION
                                                                                                             
POSTLUDE                                     Gigue in E Minor

by Gabriel Voigtländer
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https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=71&y=17134#pericope_hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=71&y=17134#pericope_epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=71&y=17134#pericope_gospel_reading
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