
For Your Prayers 
Carol Hotz & Fred Hotz 

The Ritter family, Tim, Sandy & Tim Jr.
Lou Ann Niemann

Al Stahl
Laura Sadler
Alec Zaber

Jane Bonaldi
Paul Sutherland

Our Pastor Search Committee
Cathy Blaies and family (Mike’s sister)

Sylvia, sister of Luci Bradley
Rich Wilburn and his family, 

son-in-law of Stephenie Bauza
Staci Atwood, daughter 

of Judy Saeger
Stephen Agnew, son of

Carolyn Hazelip
Gay Eckert

Please call the office for prayer
requests.  618-233-3303

All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may
be recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with
permission through Onelicense.net License #A-
715913, CCLI #1795791, St. James Press License

#17755, or public domain 
This worship service is live streamed and recorded.



Please join the Mission Team TODAY
during Coffee Hour as we wrap boxes for

our mission project.

(Mission: To create a fun and memorable
birthday experience for children in homeless

and domestic violence shelters.)
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WELCOME 
  

PRELUDE                                             Elevation 
by Théodore Dubois

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: We come to be in the presence of the One who can nourish us, replenishing
our spirits.
People: We are hungry for the Word of God, this day! Let us open ourselves to
receive all that the Lord can offer to us.
Leader: The Lord is gracious and compassionate to those who are spiritually famished.
He seeks to fill us with all good things that can refresh us, restore us, and give us
strength.
People: Let us recognize how blessed we are to have a Savior who gives to us so
freely, caring about our every need.
ALL: As we offer our worship and praise to such a great caregiver of our souls,
let us feel the Spirit working within us and around us, divinely feeding us for this
new day. Amen.

*INVOCATION                                                                                                                              
Spirit of the Living God, you are the one who nourishes our spirits and gives us
the ability to open our eyes to see more clearly in sacred space the grace
bestowed by our beloved Savior. Gathered here, we experience a renewed
strength for our faith-walk. Receive our praise, O blessed Lord, for all that you do
for us. In Jesus’ name. Amen  

PASSING THE PEACE

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS
Supply Pastor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Joan H. Mier

Director of Music . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Tristan Frampton
Organist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cynthia Johnson
Liturgist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mimi Llamas

Sunday, August 2, 2026 ~ 9am
10th Sunday after Pentecost

August 9, Pampered Chef
consultantant Sherri, will be

taking orders for the fundraiser
to benefit Community
Interfaith Food Pantry.

Catalogs are available in
Heritage Hall if you would like

to shop!  The catalogs have
other information available.

Online orders are also offered.  
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OPENING HYMN  I LOVE TO TELL THE STORY

Continue on next page

PASS IT ON
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REFLECTION ON GIVING
We are called to be people of  great compassion; Jesus has certainly “set the bar” for
us in the ways that we are called to extend ourselves through our love gifts and acts of
service. As he nourishes us, let us be willing to nourish others with the gifts that we give
this day. Amen.

RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS AND OFFERTORY MUSIC 
O Salutaris Hostia (O Saving Victim)

by Allesandro Scarlatti

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know
Praise Spirit, with us evermore
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
Thank you God, for the multiple ways that you extend your grace to us. We pray
that we have learned from your Son Jesus Christ how to truly be people of
compassion, to feed the hungry, to care for the sick, and to nourish the weary
souls of this earth. We pray that these gifts will be blessed and used rightly for
the ministry of Jesus Christ. May it be so in His holy name.  Amen 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION (See insert)

*CLOSING HYMN                               Pass It On                                       (see page 6)

*COMMISSIONING 
Go forth brothers and sisters, remember how this Christian family is called to care for
all people, to live out the acts of  Christ in the world today. Be people of  great
compassion, heal the sick, feed the hungry, and strengthen the weariest of  souls. Let it
be so in Jesus’ name. Amen 

*BENEDICTION 
As you go forth following the footsteps of  Jesus, feel his Spirit ever close to you,
guiding you, blessing you, and most of  all loving you beyond measure. Let it be so.
Amen

POSTLUDE                                        Postlude in D
by Flor Peeters

PRAYER FOR REFLECTION AND RECONCILIATION
Pastor: Have you ever felt famished—so hungry that you felt weak? I think many of  us
can understand that feeling, but what about that empty feeling we feel in our souls? Sin
can certainly deplete our spirits, leaving us feeling empty. How awesome it is that we
have a Lord who wants us to come to him when we feel so depleted. Now, we have the
opportunity to come before him, to share what depletes us and let him fill us with the
spirit of  forgiveness, to refresh and renew our souls.  As I cannot put words into your
mouth in regard to what you need to say to God, I can only welcome you into this
sacred moment and then, afterward, I will offer the Words of  Grace.

Silent Confession and Reconciliation 
 
WORDS OF GRACE
Feel nourished, beloved of  Christ, and feel strengthened. For the Lord our God has
offered the blessing of  forgiveness upon us to refresh and renew our souls. Thanks be
to our God who sends such a Spirit of  grace to be bestowed upon us.   Amen

SPECIAL MUSIC                                  Semplice 
by Chip Davis

Janie Bloomer, soloist

 SCRIPTURES                                   Isaiah 55:1-5                                     Mimi Llamas
                                                  Psalm 145:8-9,14-21                                Mimi Llamas

                                                       Matthew 14:13-21                          Rev. Joan H. Mier

SERMON                                      Act of  Compassion                         Rev. Joan H. Mier
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
   Amen.
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