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Sunday, May 3, 2026 ~ 9am
5th Sunday of  Easter

WELCOME 

PRELUDE                            Will the Circle Be Unbroken?
arr. Anna Laura Page

Glory Ringers

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: Our Savior is present with us in this place, beloved of  God, to hear our prayers,
to receive our praise, and to move the spirit of  God around us and within us.
People: Thanks be to our loving Lord, who chooses to be close to us in this time
of worship.  Leader: Let us open our hearts, minds, and souls to his presence, so that
we might feel fully held in His holy love.                                                
People: We are willing to open ourselves up to the movement of the Holy Spirit,
to receive strength and wisdom that will guide us through all our days.
ALL: Thank you, Jesus, for loving us and bringing a new vision of where we are
called to be, not only in this life, but also in the next—that which is eternal.
Amen.

*INVOCATION
Spirit of the Living God, be among us now, we pray, let us feel your angels and
guides around us, touching our souls as we immerse ourselves in worship that is
lovingly offered to you. Receive the hymns of praise that we sing from our hearts
to honor you, this day.  In the blessed name of Jesus. Amen   

PASSING THE PEACE

Flowers, Music and Bulletin sponsorships are a lovely
way to honor the memory, birthday or achievement of

your loved one.  To sign up, you can call or email the
church office.  618-233-3303 ~ swilhelm@stpaulucc.org

Cost is $35.00.
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OPENING HYMN
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RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS AND OFFERTORY MUSIC 
Unending Praise

by Michael Helman
Glory Ringers

 

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know
Praise Spirit, with us evermore
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
God who oversees heaven and earth, we give these gifts in the holy name of your
Son Jesus. We truly pray that you will be the guide for us with these gifts, that we
might use them wisely and recognize the special needs of your people.  Let it be
so in Jesus’ name.  Amen

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION (See insert)

*CLOSING HYMN                    Softly and Tenderly                                      (see page 6)

*COMMISSIONING                                                                                           
As you go forth and serve the Lord, may God offer you a beautiful glimpse of  heaven—
in the love that you offer and the love you receive, in the forgiveness you offer and the
forgiveness you receive, and in the blessings you offer and the blessings you receive in
the Spirit of  Christ. Amen                                                                                                        

*BENEDICTION 
Now, may the grace of  the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of  God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all!   Alleluia! Amen.                                                                      

POSTLUDE                                         Allegro in C
by George Frideric Handel

PRAYER FOR REFLECTION AND RECONCILIATION
Pastor: Sometimes, when we are in deep communication with God, we get just a
glimpse of  heaven. How awesome is it to receive such a gift when we truly open our
hearts to God, being truthful about the concerns that keep us from moving forward in
our personal mission and ministry.  As I cannot put words into your mouth in regard to
what you need to say to God, I can only welcome you into this sacred moment and
then, afterward, I will offer the Words of  Grace.

Silent Confession and Reconciliation 
 

WORDS OF GRACE
God loves and God forgives.  God reveals and God opens. God embraces and God
lifts, all things that are needed for our personal mission and ministry to move forward
and touch the hearts and souls of  others in need. Receive all that God has to offer you,
this day.  Amen

ANTHEM                                            Living Bread
by Joel Raney

Sanctuary Choir
 

SCRIPTURES                              Psalm 31:1-5,15-16                                 Karen Keuss
                                                          Acts 7:51-60                                        Karen Keuss
                                                         John 14:1-14                                 Rev. Joan H. Mier

SERMON                                  “The Heavens Opened”                        Rev. Joan H. Mier
 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
 Amen.

REFLECTION ON GIVING
How can we put a price on heaven? We cannot! Yet, everything that is offered in Jesus’
name, brings the touch of  divine love and a glimpse of  heaven closer to us than we can
even imagine, because these gifts are directed by the Spirit of  God.   Amen.
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