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St. Paul UCC  
Sunday, March 8, 2026 ~ 9:00 am 

Third Sunday in Lent 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WELCOME  
 
PRELUDE                  Two Meditations on the Cross 

arr. Barbara Kinyon 
Glory Ringers 

 
*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP  
Jesus bids us welcome. He brings us pieces and forgiveness.  
Yet we dwell in the midst of doubt and fear.  
Jesus bids us welcome. He brings hope and healing.  
But we persist in our ways of stubbornness and greed.  
Jesus, come among us once more and bring us your word of Peace.  
Open our hearts, our spirits, our souls to receive your healing Word. Amen. 
 
*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION                                                                                                 
Wellspring of eternal life, we come to you this day having drunk deeply the 
waters of anxiety and despair. Bring to us your living water. Quench our 
thirsting souls, for we offer this prayer in Your Name. Amen.  
            
PASSING THE PEACE 
 
 

TODAY’S  WORSHIP LEADERS 
Visiting Clergy ..….……………………………...………….……….…. Craig Bielke  
Director of Music ………………………………………...…... Dr. Tristan Frampton  
Organist ……………..……………………………………….….… Cynthia Johnson 
Liturgist …..……………..…………….….....………..............………...… Lou Ryseff 
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*OPENING HYMN     
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CALL TO AND UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                
Eternal God, from the beginning of time, you have called your children 
into communion with you. Yet we confess that like all the rest, we have 
turned to our own way and refused your love and grace. Restore us to the 
joy of knowing you and recognizing your reign among us, through Jesus 
Christ, bringer of your good news. Amen.  
 

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION AND WORDS OF ASSURANCE                                                                          
The waters of mercy and healing are poured over you. God is loving and faithful 
to those who come to God. Come, seek the loving presence and be healed. 
Amen.  
 
ANTHEM                   As the Deer 

by Martin Nystrom 
arr. Lloyd Larson 

Sanctuary Choir 
 

SCRIPTURES              Exodus 17:1-7                
        Romans 5:1-11                             

                       John 4:5-42                 
 
SERMON         Craig Bielke 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
    Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
    Give us this day our daily bread.  
   And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
    For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  
 Amen. 
 
RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS AND OFFERTORY MUSIC  

Nearer to the Cross 
arr. Sharon Elery Rogers 

Glory Ringers  
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*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth) 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know 
 Praise Spirit, with us evermore 
 One God, triune, whom we adore.  Amen 
 
DEDICATION PRAYER         
Gracious God, we pray that our gifts may provide nourishment to those who 
thirst for justice, strength to those who hunger for hope, and community to those 
living in loneliness. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
*CLOSING HYMN         My Hope is Built on Nothing Less       (see next page) 
 
COMMISSIONING, CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE               Wen nur den lieben Gott läßt walten 

(If you will only let God guide you) 
by Christian Reichardt 



6  



7 



8 

For Your Prayers 

Please call the church for  

prayer requests:   

618-233-3303  stpaulucc.org 

Carol Hotz & Fred Hotz                 

Tim Ritter 

Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy & Tim Ritter 

Lou Ann Niemann 

Ralph Eckart, brother in-law of  

Marlene Mueller 

Mike Llamas, brother in law of Mimi Llamas 

Gene Buxton 

Al Stahl 

Audrey Krummrich 

Rosie Keller 
Laura Sadler 
Mike Foppe 

Alec Zaber 

Lindsay Eversmeyer, niece of Pam Nicholson 

Jane Bonaldi 

Ruth Klingel 

All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be 

recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with permission 

through Onelicense.net License #A-715913, CCLI 

#1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public 

domain.  This worship service is live streamed and 

recorded . 

Follow us on ... 


