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St. Paul UCC  
Sunday, February 8, 2026 ~ 9:00 am 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany/Racial Justice Sunday  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME  
 

PRELUDE                            Shine, Jesus, Shine 
arr. Peggy Bettcher 

Glory Ringers  
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader: Come this day, beloved, with steadiness in your hearts.  Do not fear, for 
our righteous Lord is with us. The Lord is steadfast with love for those who do 
right in the eyes of God.                                          
People: We gather, with great hope, that our Lord will guide us to walk 
upon the paths of justice, truly caring for all of God’s people.                                                                                                   
Leader: Yes, let us have hope, let us seek peace, and let us offer love to all, 
especially the weariest of souls, the downtrodden, and the oppressed.                                                        
People: Help us Lord, to offer love and care to all brothers and sisters no 
matter race, or creed, or socio-economic status.                                                                                
ALL: Let us feel the presence of the Lord’s Spirit among us, moving 
through us and around us and teaching us even more about the righteous 
will of our God.  Amen 

*INVOCATION                                                                                                                               
Spirit of the Living God, let us feel the movement of your divine energy, 
enlightening us to the ways we are called to live among all brothers and 
sisters. Help us to fulfill the right and just causes that God calls us to do in 
this present time. Give us the strength we need to stand up straight,  and to 
rightly lift our voices against the oppressive entities of the world. Let it be 
so in the name of Jesus our righteous Savior.  Amen 
            

PASSING THE PEACE 

TODAY’S  WORSHIP LEADERS 
Visiting Clergy ..….……………………………...………….…….…. Rev. Joan Mier  
Director of Music ………………………………………...…... Dr. Tristan Frampton  
Organist ……………..……………………………………….….… Cynthia Johnson 
Liturgist …..……………..…………….….....………..........…..… Beverly Brightwell 
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*OPENING HYMN     
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PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE                                                                               
Pastor: It is right to take time to talk to God, to tell our divine Creator about the 
things on our hearts that may be wearing us down, depleting the divine light 
within us.  As I cannot put words into your mouth in regard to what you need to 
say to God, I can only welcome you into this sacred moment and then, 
afterward, I will offer the Words of Grace. 

Silent Confession and Reconciliation   

WORDS OF GRACE                                                                                                               
Psalm 112:6 shares these words, “For the righteous will never be moved; they 
will be remembered forever.” As we have chosen to speak to the Lord from our 
hearts, sharing our wishes to live more righteous lives, the Lord has leaned into 
our words. The words we have shared will be remembered forever by our 
gracious Savior, freeing us from the sins that can deeply bind us, helping us to 
be even stronger in our Christian faith. Amen 

ANTHEM               I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
by Kathleen Thomerson  

Sanctuary Choir 
 

SCRIPTURES              Isaiah 58:1-9a   Beverly  Brightwell                                                                                                 
            Psalm 112:1-10   Beverly  Brightwell                                                                                                 
                     Matthew 5:13-20        Rev. Joan Mier 
 
SERMON          Your Righteousness                       Rev. Joan Mier 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
    Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
    Give us this day our daily bread.  
   And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
    For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  
 Amen. 
 
REFLECTION ON GIVING                                                                                                         
Let our giving be right in the eyes of God—given from the tenderness of our 
hearts and the depths of our souls, truly offering it for the ministry of Jesus 
Christ.  May it be so. Amen. 
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COLLECTION OF THE LOVE GIFTS AND OFFERTORY MUSIC  
In the Garden 

arr. Kevin McChesney 
Glory Ringers  

 
*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth) 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know 
 Praise Spirit, with us evermore 
 One God, triune, whom we adore.  Amen 
 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION (Unison)                                                                                                              
Beloved God, you are the righteous judge of every human soul. We pray 
that the offering we present before you this day, for the ministry of your 
divine Son, Jesus Christ, is touched by your grace. Our greatest hope is 
that every gift is used rightly according to your holy will and that you will 
find us as a people living just and merciful lives. Amen  

*CLOSING HYMN       Spirit of Jesus, If I Love My Neighbor       (see next page) 

*COMMISSIONING 
Go forth walking on the path of righteousness, according to the holy will of God. 
Be people of divine care for all human brothers and sisters. Seek justice for the 
weary, the downtrodden, and the oppressed, for this is the will of the Lord our 
God, who has given us life and breath to journey side-by-side, making this world 
a better place for all.  Amen 

*BENEDICTION 
Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our divine Creator and 
Sustainer, comfort your hearts and establish them in every good work and word, 
according to God’s righteous will. Let it be so in the name of Jesus our Savior. 
Amen  
                                                                                                                                  
POSTLUDE         Postlude on "Monkland" by Craig Sellar Lang 

Let us with a gladsome mind, praise the Lord for He is kind. 
For His mercies shall endure, ever faithful, ever sure. 

Copies of the 2025 Annual Reports are now available in the Narthex.  
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For Your Prayers 

Please call the church for  

prayer requests:   

618-233-3303  stpaulucc.org 

Carol Hotz & Fred Hotz                 

Tim Ritter 

Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy & Tim Ritter 

Lou Ann Niemann 

Ralph Eckart, brother in-law of  

Marlene Mueller 

Mike Llamas, brother in law of Mimi Llamas 

Jennifer Wick, daughter of  

Stephenie Bauza 

Gene Buxton 

Al Stahl 

Audrey Krummrich 

Rosie Keller 
Laura Sadler 
Mike Foppe 

Alec Zaber 

All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be 

recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with permission 

through Onelicense.net License #A-715913, CCLI 

#1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public 

domain.  This worship service is live streamed and 

recorded .https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/advent-2a-

Follow us on ... 

https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/advent-2a-december-7/

