Let’s fill this season with God’s
love, a thankful heart, and acts of
kindness that reflect
His goodness.




YOUR St. Paul Team Church office hours:
Patrick Kinney, Facility Manager Moréc.j:? g - Thursday
Sherry Wilhelm, Office Manager -:30am-4pm

Kathy Buehler, Bookkeeper Friday

Dr. Tristan Frampton, Director of Music 9am-12pm
Cynthia Johnson, Organist
Ian Hipkins, Technology Coordinator Church Office Contact
Evan Wilhelm, Support Staff Information: 618-233-3303
Mary Blaies, Support Staff stpaulucc.org
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12/14-Dick & Ruth Ann Erdmann
12/27-Peggy & Scott Burke

December Birthdays

12/1-Linda Herrmann 12/16-Bruce Elser
12/3-Debbie Lippert 12/16-LouJames
12/3-Judy Saeger 12/16-Todd Keller
12/4-Donna Thomas 12/17-Jeanette Miles
12/5-Nancy Scharf 12/19-Patricia Oberholtzer
12/6-Robert Jung 12/27-Carol Hotz
12/8-Tom Mentzer 12/31-Vera Juenger
12/13-Kathy Buehler 12/31-Dolly Kirsch ﬁ

12/15-Carolyn Hazelip

OUR ST. PAUL is published monthly. It is edited by our pastor and produced by the office staff.
Material for inclusion may be sent to the church noted for Qur St. Paul.
Next issue: January - Deadline to submit information: December 15.
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December Greetings, St. Paul Friends!
Adults, remember when, as a child, it took for-ever for Christmas to arrive? Those of
you with tiny tots still know this! Something changes when we grow up and we have to
do more than just show up. We realize that Christmas is work! And as we realize that,
suddenly, the days are few and far between—it’s here (and gone) before we know it.

What if this year, we take a breath, and take moments to merge those two points of
view. Advent, the season of anticipation for the celebration of Jesus’s birth, reminds
us that time fools us. The days can be long, but the years go fast. There is a realiza-
tion in that which makes these times of the year so special (and busy, and hectic, and
downright exhausting. Advent and Christmas capture the drama that is life—and new
life. What a wonderful time to connect with family, friends, and our faith community!

On December 7, following worship, we will have our Annual Congregational Meeting,
during which we will approve the slate of leadership positions and approve the budget
for 2026. Information about the meeting is available in the Narthex and includes a
“Leadership Survey” for your feedback about what characteristics are a priority for you
in our next called pastor. Your voice absolutely matters as we begin the process of
updating our Congregational Profile as part of the search process. We ask that you
complete the form and return it to church by Jan. 4. Be on the lookout for focus and
listening group sessions in 2026!

Opportunities to slow down and take in the season abound at St. Paul. Among those
are two upcoming holiday concerts. The first is Sunday, December 14 at 3PM, and will
feature the Metro East Community Chorales beautiful voices, bringing holiday

cheer. The second concert will be Sunday, December 21, and will feature the best
that our very own music ministry has to offer: choir and bells—all under the direction of
Tristan Frampton and accompanied by Cynthia Johnson along with the duo of Lisa
Cleveland and Lynda Marshall on the keyboards. It will be a joyous afternoon for all!

There are two special Seeker’s Bible Study classes, focused on Advent on Monday,
December 2 and Monday, December 9 at 11AM in the Genesis Room. There are also
Advent Devotionals available in the Narthex that will help you carve out some of this
precious time of the year for spiritual growth. You can find ways to spread holiday
cheer as well. Invite a friend to join you for worship and Culinaires Breakfast following
the service on December 21. Check the Star Tree in the Welcome Center and pur-
chase a gift for a child in the neighborhood to make their Christmas more memora-
ble. Purchase a poinsettia in honor of or in memory of someone special (by Dec. 3) or
make a gift to the church to celebrate someone special.

Remember those for whom this season is not always joyous or bitter-

i)
sweet. Call on a friend. Go to gatherings—or host one. Have another ‘.’i@
mug. Binge Christmas movies. Sing carols—loudly. And nap! .

Do what makes you feel like a kid again and mark the reason that all # Hab YR
of it is happening—Christ in the world. O Come, Emanuel! See you /T
on CHRISTMAS EVE, Wednesday December 24 for a festive ser- e T
vice at 4:30PM for ALL ages, as we proclaim, “joy to the world! The e o
Lord is come.” &

Peace and blessings!




Advent & Christmas at
st. Paul UCC - Bellewille,

Sunday, Nov. 30 - 1st Sunday of Advent:
Worship @ 9AM & Hanging of the Greens
following service

Sunday, Dec. 7 - 2nd Sunday of Agvggg
Worship @ 9AM with Communion; Metro East
Community Chorale Concert @ 3PM |
Sunday, Dec. 14 - 3rd Sunday of Advent:
Worship @ 9AM

Sunday, Dec. 21 - 4th Sunday of Advent:
Worship @ 9AM; Christmas Concert featuring
handbells, choir, piano, & organ @ 3PM
Wednesday, Dec. 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE.
4:30PM-Festive Worship with choir, carols,
and candlelight

Sunday, Dec. 28 - Fourth Day of Christmas
Christmas Worship @ 9AM

Come HOME for Christmas at St. Paul
s W. “B” St.




Seasons Greetings! This time of the year presents wonderful

Wlth ways to show our caring for one another.
YOU We are SO thankful to Sandy and Syndi for organizing the Christ-
ASt.Paul UCC Ministry mas-Card-Making Coffee Hour on Nov. 23. Many people partici-

pated by making personalized holiday greeting cards that will be
shared with St. Paul members and friends during our visits this month. Thank you to
all who participated in a fun morning of fellowship and service to those who need a
special greeting.

We will be caroling again this year. It meant so much to those we shared our voices
with last year. Please consider lending your voice to spread holiday cheer to those
who could use a dose of it. The date for caroling this year is TUESDAY, DECEMBER
16. We will be visiting the St. Paul Apartments at 4PM and possibly Hollybrook from
there. All singers of all ages are welcome to join the fun! Call the church office for
more details.

Our team members have been busy delivering Advent devotional books to those on
our visitation list as well. Consider being part of our team in 2026! Please contact Su-
san Relfe (susanrelfe@outlook.com) if you would like to give to this ministry. If you
could use the support of our team or know a member of the church who could,
please call the church office (233-3303). That communication is vital to our min-
istry. Our next meeting is December 3 at 1 PM.

Merry Christmas!
Your partners in caring,

The With You Ministry Team %’f}*
Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law /7 C{}
of Christ. (Galatians 6:2)

O —j\
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, December 7 - Rev. Dr. Chance Deeler A]
| December 14 - Rev. Joan Mier
December 2] - Rev. Joan Mier
| December 28 - Rev. Joan Mier
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DECEMBER 21ST

Immediately following worship service!




Sun Tue
_ ¥ 1 2
M T 9am-Quilters
. 10am-Bible Study
‘ “ 1 5pm-Community Dinner
7 8 9
9am-Worship 9am-Quilters

Congregational Meeting
10am-Coffee & Doughnuts
Metroeast Chorale

10am-Bible Study
5pm-Community Dinner

Concert ‘u"
3pm s

14 15 16
9am-Worship 9am-Quilters
10am-Coffee & Doughnuts 10am-Bible Study
10am-Mission Meeting 5pm-Community Dinner

Gus Kuether

Celebration of Life
Spm
21 22 23
9am-Worship 9am-Quilters
10am-Culinaires Breakfast 10am-Bible Study
5pm-Community Dinner
FINE ARTS CONCERT
: St. Paul —ﬁ_
N\

'§ 3pm v ¢
28 29 30
First Sunday after 9am-Quilters
Christmas 10am-Bible Study
9am-Worship 5pm-Community Dinner
10am-Coffee & Doughnuts

;;M?rl‘y "

Christmas




Wed

Thu

Fri

3 4 5 6
1pm-With You Meeting |10am-Worship Meeting
6pm-Bells
7:15pm-Choir ﬁ ‘ ‘
10 11 12 13
6pm-Bells 7pm-Personnel Meeting St. Paul Friends
7:15pm-Choir Christmas Party
6:30
17 18 19 20
1pm-Women'’s Guild 6pm-Council Meeting
6pm-Bells
7:15pm-Choir
24 25 26 27
Christmas Eve | Christmas Day!
Service
4:30 pm
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Cus.

AMERRY

Chhirtas’
7




Seren® Saegen]
5TAR TRES

Please take one or more stars. We have
60 kids who will love to receive a
Christmas gift this year. To be sure
each child receives a similarly valued
gift we recommend a gift value of $30.

If you prefer not to shop, we will have

our elves shop for you! Please send in

your monetary donation to the office
by Dec. 1st.

Please bring your wrapped gifts
to the church

by Sunday, Dec. 14th.

L
It's time to order

POINSETTIA'S

In honor/memory of your loved ones

$10.00 each
Each 6.5" pot covered with foil will have
5-6 blooms. Assorted colors.
Order by 12/3/25
Voumynd&opoﬂmordw

Follow us on
lnsfagram!

st_paul_ucc_belleville
@A

®

UCC BELLEVILLE

sfpaulucc.org

GRIEFWORKS
An LGBTQIA+
Grief Supportéroup
A peer support group for anyone in the LGBTQIA+ community
who has experienced loss and is struggling with grief.
MEETINGS HELD
4TH MONDAY

. Paul UCC
115 W. B Street
Belleville, IL 62220

griefworks2025@gmail .com

7k Lhrlstmastlde Worshlp atSty Paul R |
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Celebrate the Birth of Jesus

Christmas Continues (Fourth Day of Christmas)
Sunday, D ecember 28
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4* Monday of every month!
Chair Yoga 6-6:3E"‘XB'ER
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= _..ecwall 6-8pm

St. Paul UCC

115 W. B. Street, Belleville
Enter on 2™ St. at the Activity Center door!
No cost - just a free will offering!
618-233-3303
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IF PICKLEBALL AND
YOGA ISN'T FOR YOU
- WE HAVE PUZZLES
OR YOU CAN BRING
YOUR OWN BOARD
GAME!

Bring your
friends!

e . . "

/"\ St. Paul'Friends /"\

. CIRISTHAS
PARTY

FRIDAY @ 6:30 PM

Heritage Hall
Bring an appetizer or dessert to share
and your favorite drink! )
e
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ST. PAUL FINE ARTS CONCERT SERIES PRESENTS

PIANO DUETS & MORE

FEATURING PIANO DUO EXTRAORDINAIRE
LISA CLEVELAND & LYNDA MARSHALL ‘
z

N

“ WITH SPECIAL PERFORMANCES BY
THE ST. PAUL SANCTUARY CHOIR AND GLORY RINGERS
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, AT 3:00 PM

ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
115 WEST B STREET, BELLEVILLE, IL 62220

ALL ARE WELCOME - FREE ADMISSION

e bie e@ e s 00 v

« ui need!

. <v<ry month from 1-3pm!
St. Paul UCC

%@ 115 W. B. St. ‘
\ Belleville, IL 62220
% 618-233-3303 ~ stpaulucc.org o

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

DECEMBER 7TH

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING SUNDAY SERVICE.
AGENDA:

ELECTION OF 2026 COUNCIL MEMBERS AND I5C
DELEGATES

REVIEW OF 2026 BUDGET

Z00M INFO TO COME |




MEMORIALS AND GIFTS

Thank you from St. Paul Church. We appreciate your generosity!
TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

IMO Marilee Black Marlene Lindauer IMO Gus Kuether
Kent Black Lynn Koehler Donna Davis
Janice Friedrich Gay Eckert
IMO Helen Whicher Judy Saeger Rusty & Sandy Wagner
Janice Friedrich Gloria Strohm
Jane Bonaldi IMO Theresa Yung
Gloria Strohm IMO Venita (Jane) Rogers Robert Yung

Donna Davis

IMO Donna Kelly Dolly Kirsch IHO Nancy Beasley & Sons

Janet Hentze Nancy Beasley

Judy Koch IMO Terry Collins

Janice Friedrich IHO Tristan Frampton
IMO Judith Beisiegel Donna Davis (BDay)
Judy Koch Osceola Mueller
St Clair County Farm Bureau IMO Clarence Wolf

Pearl Spies Gay Eckert IMO David Klingel-Music

Dolly Kirsch Rusty & Sandy Wagner Ruth Klingel

For Your Prayers

Carol Hotz & Fred Hotz

Tim Ritter

Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy & Tim Ritter

Lou Ann Niemann

Ralph Eckart, brother in-law of Marlene
Mueller

Mike Llamas, brother in law of Mimi Llamas

Jennifer Wick, daughter of Stephenie Bauza

Gene Buxton

Al Stahl

Audrey Krummrich

Luci Bradley

Rosie Keller

Laura Sadler

Vera Juenger

Janie Bloomer

Jerry Pierce-Heisler

The loved ones of Gus Kuether

The loved ones of Clarence Wolf

In Loving Memory

Gustav “Gus” Kuether 5"

July 11, 1937 - November 17, 2025

You are invited to a Celebration of Life service to be held
on Sunday afternoon, December 14, 2025, at St. Paul
United Church of Christ, Belleville, IL. The service will
begin at 3 pm with a reception to follow.

In lieu of flowers, please bring your good and happy memories of Gus to be
shared by all. Should you wish to make a memorial gift, it can be made to
Eden Theological Seminary (475 E. Lockwood Ave., St. Louis, MO 63119 -
https://www.eden.edu ), Global Ministries UCC (1300 East 9th Street, Suite
1100, Cleveland, OH 44114), St. Paul UCC (115 W “B” Street, Belleville, IL -

ion of your choice. Condolences
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2025 Final 2025 Oct
REVENMUE Budget Actuals YTD Actuals % of Budget
130100 - Congregational Cfferings 5351,017.B5 =25, 350.00 | 5310,707.09 88.52%
130104 - Fund Raising Events™ 53,000.00 51,922.00 54,159.54 138.65%
130105 - Rental Income-205 W B 5t 214, A00.00 51,260.00 512,300.00 85.42%
1305040 - Building Fund 210, 000.00 5312.00 510,784.00 107.84%
130741-BASEC Uitilities S6,600.00 2741.74 55,847.98 88.61%
1303 - Dutreach [Warious Missions &) S0.00 22.165.00 £10,634.00 MFA
130323 - Bank/Paypal Revenue S0.00 S0.00 5593.61 FDIWIO!
131100 - Memaorials 56, 000.00 52,060.00 513,094.00 218.23%
131200 - Bequests S0.00 20,00 | 5108,500.00 MNFA
1313040 - Building Income 211, 000,00 5150.00 53,952.00 36.29%%
1314040 - Pastoral Honorarium 51, 200.00 S0.00 S800.00 66.67%
131455 - Pastoral Expense Revenue S0.00 S0.00 S0.00 MFA
131500 - Investment Income Michelson
Income 528, 400.00 S0.00 529,110.00 102.50%
1318040 - Distribution from Endowment (Per
Guidelines) 5131, 000.00 20.00 S0.00 0.00%
131550 - Distribution from Endowment [Cap.
Exp.} 210, 000.00 S0.00 510,000, 00 100.00%
1318040 - Distribution from Endowment {Roof
Project) S0.00 0,00 | §182,000.00 FDIVI0!
131300 - Other Income 525.00 =1,054.28 563,153.01 | 252612.04%
Total Operating Revenues 5572,642.89 536,085.03 S765,675.23 133.71%
Team Revenues 54, 3:0.00 2345 50 5£3.531.01
Capital Expenses
Grand Total S577,002.89 536,404.53 S769,206.24 133.31%
EXPENSES
Personnel Expenses 2315,8BB4.75 230,748.35)| [$257,217.90) 81.43%
Administrative Sup port [formerly Operating
Expenses) [ed2, [53,814.34}| (538,636.53) 91.51%
Dutreach [formerly Mission board) (10, 20.00 |55,396.56) 52.2T%
Education {gl, [581.51) [5426.67) 28.44%
Stewardship {gl, [£55.040) [51,289.29) 95.50%
Property 2183, 214, 335.7B}| [§517,780.24) 272.66%
Congregational Care [formerly Worship Board) 215, %1,569.03 |55,307.20) 58.81%
Generzl Fund - [3,000.00) [56,000.00) MAA
Total Operating Expense [8577,002.89) ([$53,602.61) [5836,054.39) 144.90%

Difference betwesn Revenue & Expenses

$0.00 " (517,198.08)

[566,848.15)

ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS

Oct-25 9am
Oct-25 all Gifts:

342 + Online
%35,351.53

Oct-24 9am 373 + Online
Oct-24  all Gifts:

548,586.80
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SAINT PAUL

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
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In person on Sundays!

Worship Service - 9am
Coffee & Doughnuts - I0am

| WySrarpue) pue ‘9rmydLIdg ‘UBIP[TY) 10§ JUIL],

Join us live on Facebook
St. Paul United Church of Christ

Go to stpaulucc.org
For videos of services, sermons,
archives, events and much more!!

Sign up for the online weekly
eNews newsletter and
Our St. Paul monthly newsletter!

aJaH |ager

St. Paul United Church of Christ
115 W. B. Street
Belleville, IL 62220
618-233-3303

Event Rental Space Available!
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