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1st Sunday of Advent

Movember 30, 2025

Mul.uf heart be filled with

~ hope and light!

ﬁA You are welcome here!
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St. Paul UCC

Sunday, November 30, 2025 ~ 9:00 am
First Sunday of Advent ~ Hope

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS

Visiting Clergy ...........ccooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii s Rev. Dr. Carole R. Barner
Director of MUSIC .........coooiiiiiiiiiiii e Dr. Tristan Frampton
Organist .........oouuiuii i Cynthia Johnson
LIEUPGIST . ..cooneeieie e e e Roger Relfe
WELCOME

PRELUDE Veni, Veni, Emmanuel

arr. Paul Fey

CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Echoing the prophets of old,

All: we tell stories of the days yet to come.

One: Refusing to dampen our dreams,

All: we cast our visions of a world alive with life.

One: Let us be bold in our convictions!

All: The Holy will be born anew.

One: The vulnerable will be cherished and protected.

All: The weary and the worried will find rest.

One: Let us worship the One who enlivens us toward freedom and flourishing.

*INVOCATION (Unison)

Incarnate One, we enter this season of Advent searching for fresh sources
of hope. Protect our dreams and longing from cynicism and despair. Where
our spirits have been wilted by cruelty and exhaustion, restore life in us.
Nurture our creative life together so that we may keep experimenting with
possibility. Guide us, companion us, bewilder us, as you have all who set
off in search of Christ. Amen.

PASSING THE PEACE



*OPENING HYMN

Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus

Facand Tune STUTTGART 8.7.8.7.
Melody attr. to
Christian F. Witt, 1660-1718
Charles Wesley, 1744, alt. Psalmodia Sacra, 1715
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1. Come, thou long- ex - pect-ed Je- sus, Born to set thy peo-ple free;
2, lIg-raelsstrengthand con -so- la - tion, Hope of all the earththou art;
3. Born thy peo-ple to de-liv-er, Born a childand yet a king!
4. By thineown e - ter - nal Spir- it Rule in  all our hearts a - lone;
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From our fears and sins re-lease us; Let us find our rest in thee.
Dear de-sire of ev-ry na-tion, Joy of ev-'ry long-ing heart.
Borm to reign in us for-ev- er, Now thy gra- cious king- dom bring.
By thine all - suf - fi- cientmer- it Raiseus to thy glo-riocus throne,
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PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE

God, it is not a year abundant with hope. We cry out for solace, for rest,
for strength; we curse in anger at the horrors we see perpetrated in your
name; we turn our backs on those who suffer, and we scorn those who
bring suffering upon others. We are lost and demoralized, aching for the
hope in your Word, and yet when you speak, we do not hear. We do not
quiet the spirit within or allow your peace to fall upon us. We root
ourselves in devastation when true strength is born out of your tender
grace. Forgive us, God, for abandoning hope in favor of fear and a desire

for retribution.



WORDS OF GRACE
One: God does not turn us away when we falter. We are, instead, taken in and
given sanctuary so that we may revive in God’'s tender mercy. God will be our

shelter while we rest, as well as when we are ready, once again, to rise up.
All: Thanks be to God!

SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 2: 1-5 Roger Relfe

LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF HOPE

Today, we light the candle of Hope.

We think of Hope as anticipation of something future, but in truth, Hope can be
the incarnation of trust. We trust in our Wonderful Counselor —

that when we seek guidance, we will find answers. We trust that when we are
exhausted,our Emmanuel will send someone to carry our burdens for a while.
We trust our Creator to renew our faith in community, in the goodness of others,
and in the power of our empathy and action. We trust in our Beloved God, that,
when everything around us seems too difficult, too broken, too devastating for
us to put to rights on our own, Hope will appear, and we rush forward,

arms open wide to receive grace.

LIGHT THE CANDLE OF HOPE Brett and Avery White

LITANY

One: Peace be within your walls

All: and security within your towers.”

One: For the sake of my relatives and friends

All: I will say, “Peace be within you.”

One: For the sake of the house of the Lord our God,
All: I will seek your good. (Psalm 122:7-9)

RESPONSE HYMN: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Verse 1)

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God Appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.




ANTHEM The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns
arr. John Ness Beck

Sanctuary Choir
SCRIPTURE Matthew 24:36-44 Roger Relfe
MESSAGE Living Hope Now Rev. Dr. Carole Barner
HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem (See page 7)

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen

REFLECTION ON GIVING
In this new season, we make way for the fresh inbreaking of God - scandalous

and surprising. Ordinary and touchable. Born anew among us. Let us prepare
the way by bringing what we have together.

RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS & OFFERTORY MUSIC
Watchmen, Tell Us of the Night
Tune: Aberystwyth, arr. Lee Dengler

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know
Praise Spirit, with us evermore
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen

The season of Advent



PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
Emmanuel! God with us! Even as we long to encounter you anew, we

remember you are already with us, taking on flesh in the lives around us,
in the resources we share, in the struggles we face. May these resources
be blessed to welcoming Christ in this place, in this time, among this
community. May we seize every opportunity to embody your love
alongside all our neighbors, strangers, and kin. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN Sent Forth by God’s Blessing (See pages 8 & 9)
*COMMISSIONING
*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying (Wachet auf)
by Johann Gottfried Walther

Rev. Dr. Carole Barner is a trained Intentional
Interim Minister in the UCC. She recently
completed a time of interim ministry at

Kirkwood UCC in the St. Louis Association and
is just back from vacation with family in

Corpus Christi. Carole is a graduate of Eden

Theological Seminary — twice!
She and her husband Biff share a love of
music and family — two daughters, two sons-
in-law, two grandchildren. Carole shared,

“I am glad to be with you this morning as we
move into the season of Advent — actively
moving toward the inbreaking of God'’s realm.
Let us live hope now.”

All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with permission through
Onelicense.net License #A-715913, CCLI #1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public domain.
This worship service is live streamed and recorded .

Call to Worship, Prayer of Invocation, Prayer of Dedication. enfleshed.com
Prayer for Transformation and New Life and Words of Grace. https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/advent-1a-november-30/




*(O Little Town of Bethlehem

8T, LOUIS 5.6.8.6.7.6.8.6.
FPhillips Brooks, 1858 Lewis H Redner, 1863
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1. O lit - tle town of Beth- le - hem, How still we see thee lie!

2 ForChrist is bom of Mar - y, And gath- eredall a - bove,
3. How si- lent- ly, how si - lent- ly, The won- drousgift is given!
4 0 ho- Iy Child of Beth- e - hem! De-scend to_ us, we pray;

A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The s - lentstars go  by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an- gels keep Their watch of won-dering love.
So God im-parts fo  hu - man hearts The bless - ings of his heav'n.

Cast out our sin and en- tet in; Be  borm in_ us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last - ing Light;
0 morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro -claimthe ho- ly  birth!
No ear may hear his com . ing, But in this world of sin,

We hear the Christ-mas ﬁ - gels The pgreat glad ti:f - ings I1;
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The hopesand fears of all the years Are met in  thee to - night.

And prais-es sing to God the King, And peace to men on earth.
Where meek souls will  re - ceive him, still The dear Christ en - texs  in.
come fo 1.15|1 a - bide with us, Our Lord man-u - &




76 Sent Forth by God's Blessing
Orner Westendorf, 1964
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2 With praise and thanks - giv - ing o God ev - er liv - ing, the

Linison

1 Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, our true faith con - fess-ing, the
2 With praiseand thanks-giv-ing to God ev - er liv - ing, the
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life we will face. Our faith ev - er
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peo - ple  of CGod from this  dwell-ing take leave. The ser-vice
tasks of our ev-ery-day life we will face. Our faith ev -

| | | .

shar-ing, in love ev - er car-ing, em - brac -ing  God's  chil-dren of

end-ed, O now be ex - tend-ed the fruits of our  wor-ship in
shar-ing, in love ev - er car-ing, em - brac-ing God's chil-dren of

Cmer Westendorf, author of msmerows kymns, compiler of Tune: THE ASH GROVE 661166110,
several hymnals, and founder of World Libeary Publicarions, Welsh folk melody
included this kymn in People’s Mass Book, 1964, the firss Harm. Lelond Sareren, 1972
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each mibe and race With your  grace you feed us, with
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all who be - lieve, The seed of the teach-ing, re -
each tribe and  race, With yOur grace  you feed wus, with
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your  light now lead ws, w - nite s as ome  in  this
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cep - tive  hearts reach-ing, shall blos - som  in ac - tiom for
your light now lead us, u - nite us as one in this
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life  that we share, Then may ull the liv - ing with praise and  thanks -

God and for all God's grace did in - vite us, and love shall u -
life that we share. Then may all the  liv-ing with praise and thanks -
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giv - ing  give

]

nitt us to work for God's realmand to  an - swer the call
giv-ing give hon -or to Christ and that name which we  bear,
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The rose on the altar today is

for Gay Eckert on the birth of
' her great granddavghter
9 Brynlee Kay on

October 23, 2025!

Please take one or more stars. We have The proud parents are Jenna
60 kids who will love to receive a s;.Corg AEEE T, 0 ORTOE
Christmas gift this year. To be sure . Be"flee and brothers
each child receives a similarly valued Corbin and Bane.
gift we recommend a gift value of $30. Grandparents are Renee and
Hoank Rohwedder and Lavurie
If you prefer not to shop, we will have and Mike Schobert.

our elves shop for you! Please send in
your monetary donation to the office
by Dec. 1st.

Another happy family
announcement for Gay is the
marriage of her grandson
Austin Schobert and Claire
= Harter on October 25, 202S.
' Parents are Kerri § Steve
Harter and Lavrie and
Mike Schobert.

Please bring your wrapped gifts
to the church

by Sunday, Dec. 14th.
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING InLovingM:mZy -

Gustav “Gus” Kuether j

July 11,1937 - November 17, 2025

DECEMBER 7TH
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING SUNDAY SERVICE.

MEETING AGENDA:

. ELECTION OF 2026 COUNCIL MEMBERS
AND ISC DELEGATES

A Memorial Service is

REVIEW OF 2026 BUDGET planned for Gus on Sunday,
. December 14" @ 3:00 p.m.
ZOOM INFO: TBA at St. Paul UCC

115 W. B. 8t., Belleville, IL
\ stpaulucc.org ‘&

RS . &




Advent & Christmas at
st. Paul UCC - Belleville,

Sunday, Nov. 30 - 1st Sunday of Advent:
Worship @ 9AM & Hanging of the Greens

following service ,
Sunday, Dec. 7 - 2nd Sunday of Advent:
Worship @ 9AM with Communion; Metro East
Community Chorale Concert @ 3PM
Sunday, Dec. 14 - 3rd Sunday of Advent:
Worship @ 9AM

n 1 -4th Sun f Advent:
Worship @ 9AM; Christmas Concert featuring
handbells, choir, piano, & organ @ 3PM
Wednesday, Dec. 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE:
4:30PM-Festive Worship with choir, carols,
and candlelight

n Dec.28 -F hD
Christmas Worship @ 9AM

f Christm

Come HOME for Christmas at St. Paul
s W. “B" St.

”;\{’fﬂHangMg of the Greens!@® x
® Sunday, Nov. 30
after worship service.
Jobs for all ages!
we wil decorate the
Sanctuary & Heritage Hall
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4* Monday of every month!
Chair Yoga 6-6:30pm
Yoga 6:30-7pm
Pickleball 6-8pm
St.PaulUcC P

[OSAINTEORYOU 115 W. B. Street, Belleville Bring your

OR YOU CAN BRING Enter on 2™ St. at the Activity Center door! friends!

YOUR OWN BOARD No cost - just a free will offering!
GAME! 618-233-3303
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IF PICKLEBALL AND
YOGA ISN'T FOR YOU

- N\

""" All are welcome!

GRIEFWORKS
Y An LGBTQIA+
Grief SupportGroup

A peer support group for anyone in the LEBTQIA+ community
who has experienced loss and is struggling with grief.

MEETINGS HELD
4TH MONDAY
EVERY MONTH

6:30-8:00 pm
St. Paul UCC
115 W. B Street
Belleville, IL 62220

griefworks2025@gmail .com

rx

VISITING CLERGY

November 30 - Rev. Carole Rarner
December 7 - Rev. Dr. Chance Peeler
December 14 - Rev. Joan Mier
December 2] - Rev. Joan Mier
December 28 - Rev. Joan Mier




For Your Prayers Weekly Offerings 11/22/2025
Ralph Eckart, brother in-law srEnil = wEeslll
of Marlene Mueller Building Fund 5 25.00
Mike Llamgs,_ brother in law FS 4373.00
of Mimi Llamas .
Jennifer Wick, daughter Giving YTD 5 311,735.09
of Stephenie Bauza
Carol Hotz & Fred Hotz
Tim Ritter Weekly Budget 5 G,942.65
Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy & Tim Ritter | |[Budget to Date 5 319,361.98
Lou Ann Niemann Total Budget $ 361,017.89
Gene Buxton =
Al Stahl Weekly Attendance - 94M Service
Audrey Krummrich November 16,2025 91 +Online Participants
Rosie Keller . .
John Mier Movember 17, 2024 B& +Online Participants
Laura Sadler
Vera Juenger
Please call the church for
prayer requests:
618-233-3303 stpaulucc.org HOPE PeAcCce JOY

Invite someone to attend worship with you

Come to Coffee Hour one or more Sunday during Adven X
Take a star (or stars) from the Star Tree (beginning Nov. 30)/
Stay for Hanging of the Greens (Nov. 30) following worshi

Commit to reading the Advent Devotional & be in prayer |
(available Nov. 30)

Stay for Culinaires Breakfast (Dec. 21) following worship
Attend one (or both) of our holiday concerts (12/7 & 12/21)
Make a gift to the church in honor of or memory of someone
special

/



