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St. Paul UCC  
Sunday, November 30, 2025 ~ 9:00 am 

First Sunday of Advent ~ Hope 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME  
 
PRELUDE                              Veni, Veni, Emmanuel 

arr. Paul Fey  

 
CALL TO WORSHIP   
One: Echoing the prophets of old, 
All:  we tell stories of the days yet to come. 
One: Refusing to dampen our dreams, 
All: we cast our visions of a world alive with life. 
One: Let us be bold in our convictions! 
All: The Holy will be born anew. 
One: The vulnerable will be cherished and protected. 
All: The weary and the worried will find rest. 
One: Let us worship the One who enlivens us toward freedom and flourishing. 
 
*INVOCATION (Unison)                                                                                                         

Incarnate One, we enter this season of Advent searching for fresh sources 

of hope. Protect our dreams and longing from cynicism and despair. Where 

our spirits have been wilted by cruelty and exhaustion, restore life in us. 

Nurture our creative life together so that we may keep experimenting with 

possibility. Guide us, companion us, bewilder us, as you have all who set 

off in search of Christ. Amen. 

PASSING THE PEACE 

TODAY’S  WORSHIP LEADERS 
Visiting Clergy ..….……………………………...………. Rev. Dr. Carole R. Barner  
Director of Music ………………………………………...…... Dr. Tristan Frampton  
Organist ……………..……………………………………….….… Cynthia Johnson 
Liturgist …..……………..…………….….....……………....………..…. Roger Relfe 
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PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE                                                                               

God, it is not a year abundant with hope. We cry out for solace, for rest, 

for strength; we curse in anger at the horrors we see perpetrated in your 

name; we turn our backs on those who suffer, and we scorn those who 

bring suffering upon others. We are lost and demoralized, aching for the 

hope in your Word, and yet when you speak, we do not hear. We do not 

quiet the spirit within or allow your peace to fall upon us. We root 

ourselves in devastation when true strength is born out of your tender 

grace. Forgive us, God, for abandoning hope in favor of fear and a desire 

for retribution. 

*OPENING HYMN        
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WORDS OF GRACE 
One: God does not turn us away when we falter. We are, instead, taken in and 
given sanctuary so that we may revive in God’s tender mercy. God will be our 
shelter while we rest, as well as when we are ready, once again, to rise up. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 

SCRIPTURE READING               Isaiah 2: 1-5     Roger Relfe 

LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF HOPE 
Today, we light the candle of Hope. 
We think of Hope as anticipation of something future, but in truth, Hope can be 
the incarnation of trust. We trust in our Wonderful Counselor – 
that when we seek guidance, we will find answers. We trust that when we are 
exhausted,our Emmanuel will send someone to carry our burdens for a while. 
We trust our Creator to renew our faith in community, in the goodness of others, 
and in the power of our empathy and action. We trust in our Beloved God, that, 
when everything around us seems too difficult, too broken, too devastating for 
us to put to rights on our own, Hope will appear, and we rush forward, 
arms open wide to receive grace. 
 
LIGHT THE CANDLE OF HOPE         Brett and Avery White 
 
LITANY 
One: Peace be within your walls 
All: and security within your towers.” 
One: For the sake of my relatives and friends 
All: I will say, “Peace be within you.” 
One: For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, 
All: I will seek your good.  (Psalm 122:7-9) 
 
RESPONSE HYMN:   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Verse 1) 

 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here, 

Until the Son of God Appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
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ANTHEM        The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 
arr. John Ness Beck 

Sanctuary Choir  
 
SCRIPTURE              Matthew 24:36-44               Roger Relfe
           
MESSAGE                Living Hope Now     Rev. Dr. Carole Barner 
 
HYMN            O Little Town of Bethlehem                  (See page 7)

  
PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
    Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
    Give us this day our daily bread.  
   And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
    For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  
 Amen 
 
REFLECTION ON GIVING 
In this new season, we make way for the fresh inbreaking of God - scandalous 

and surprising. Ordinary and touchable. Born anew among us. Let us prepare 

the way by bringing what we have together. 

RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS & OFFERTORY MUSIC  
Watchmen, Tell Us of the Night 

Tune: Aberystwyth, arr. Lee Dengler 

 
*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth) 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know 
 Praise Spirit, with us evermore 
 One God, triune, whom we adore.  Amen 
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION   (Unison) 
Emmanuel! God with us! Even as we long to encounter you anew, we 

remember you are already with us, taking on flesh in the lives around us, 

in the resources we share, in the struggles we face. May these resources 

be blessed to welcoming Christ in this place, in this time, among this 

community. May we seize every opportunity to embody your love 

alongside all our neighbors, strangers, and kin. Amen. 

*CLOSING HYMN           Sent Forth by God’s Blessing    (See pages 8 & 9) 
 
*COMMISSIONING                  
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE      Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying (Wachet auf) 

by Johann Gottfried Walther 

All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with permission through 

Onelicense.net License #A-715913, CCLI #1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public domain.   

This worship service is live streamed and recorded . 

Call to Worship, Prayer of Invocation, Prayer of Dedication.  enfleshed.com 
Prayer for Transformation and New Life and Words of Grace.  https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/advent-1a-november-30/ 
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For Your Prayers 

Please call the church for  

prayer requests:   

618-233-3303  stpaulucc.org 

Ralph Eckart, brother in-law  

of Marlene Mueller 

Mike Llamas, brother in law  

of Mimi Llamas 

Jennifer Wick, daughter  

of Stephenie Bauza 

Carol Hotz & Fred Hotz                 

Tim Ritter 

Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy & Tim Ritter 

Lou Ann Niemann 

Gene Buxton 

Al Stahl 

Audrey Krummrich 

Rosie Keller 

John Mier 

Laura Sadler 

Vera Juenger 


