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- St. Paul UCC

Sunday, November 23, 2025 ~ 9:00 am

"5{ Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost :
NS Reign of Christ ~ Thanksgiving Sunday A
TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS
Visiting Clergy ..........coooviuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i, Rev. Joan Mier
Director of MUSIC ........c.ooiuiiiiiii i, Dr. Tristan Frampton
Organist ..........cccoviiiiiiiiiiii Cynthia Johnson
LItUrgist .......coooiniiiiiiiii i Dick Erdmann

WELCOME

PRELUDE Hymn to Joy
arr. Don Story
Glory Ringers

CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: Come, people of thanks-giving, be present in this sacred space,
preparing yourselves for the holy touch of God.

People: We are people who seek the holy touch of God and the guiding
light of Christ to be with us, to show us the ways of righteous living.
Leader: God has a plan for us now and for all of eternity; there is a place called
Paradise, where the righteous of the Lord shall live forever.

People: We await the day when we shall be called to such a beautiful home
-coming, but for now let us show our love and faithfulness to God, for great
is our God and worthy to be praised forever and ever.

ALL: We are God’s thankful people, remembering our Lord for his merciful
love. Amen.

*INVOCATION (Unison)

We seek this time with you, precious Lord, let us feel the presence of your
Spirit among us. Let our worship and praise show great thanksgiving for all
that you do for us, now and always. We pray for your guidance in this
season of Thanksgiving, show us the ways in which we are to reach out
and help your people, living out the mission of Christ. May this be so in his
holy name. Amen.
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*OPENING HYMN Come, O Thankful People Come (see pages 6 & 7)

PRAYER OF REFLECTION AND RECONCILIATION

One: God is waiting for us, inviting us, to come and privately confess the ways
that we have become distracted by the busyness of our lives, taking time away
from being in communion with all that is most holy. Now, is the time to speak to
God. As | cannot put words into your mouth in regard to what you need to say to
God, | welcome you into a time of silent confession and reconciliation, and then
| will offer the Words of Assurance:

Silent Confession and Reconciliation

ASSURANCE OF GRACE

God is pleased that we have taken time to speak from our hearts to the One
who holds us in the palm of divine hands. Feel held, feel loved, and feel
forgiven by the amazing grace of God. Amen

ANTHEM O Give Thanks to the Lord
by Lloyd Larson
Sanctuary Choir
SCRIPTURE Psalm 46 & Colossians 1:11-20 Dick Erdmann
Luke 23:33-43 Rev. Joan Mier
SERMON With Me in Paradise Rev. Joan Mier

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen

MISSION MOMENT Congregational Care Ruth Ann Erdmann

REFLECTION ON GIVING

As we come to this time, let us take a moment to reflect on how thankful we are
to our God, for our very lives, every breath, the blessing of family and friends,
and for the beauty of this earthly home. As God is generous to us, let us be ever
generous to the ministry of Christ. Let it be so. Amen.



RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS & OFFERTORY MUSIC
Hymn of Promise
arr. Cynthia Dobrinski
Glory Ringers

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know
Praise Spirit, with us evermore
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen

*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS (Unison)

We truly are your thankful people, O Lord our God, therefore we bring
these gifts that stem from the work of our hands and the love from our
hearts for you. Bless these gifts, we pray, that they may be multiplied to
benefit the ministry and mission of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Help
us, through these gifts, to continue to serve him well. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN Now Thank We All Our God (See next page)

*COMMISSIONING

Look for moments that reflect paradise for your lives, knowing that a greater
Paradise is yet to come. Let us walk in the path of Christ in the ways that Gus
Kuether did; he certainly set the example for all of us. Let us follow him to the
place of Paradise with our Lord, for we know Gus is already there waiting for us,
someday, to join him in such tremendous beauty. Let it be so. Amen

*SUNG BENEDICTION

Benediction Response
by Gail Hamilton and Mervyn Warren
arr. Tom Birkner.

Dedication: The setting of this benediction is written as a dedication to Pastor Gus
Kuether. Without question, he and his wife, Sue, have been the best role models for
children, Scott, Lynda, and Lori, and their wonderful families. Ordained in 1963 at
Emanuel United Church of Christ in Manchester, Michigan, Pastor Kuether served to
inspire the best in all of us as a husband, father, and pastor. And since 1995, it has
been our great fortune to work with Pastor Kuether at St. Paul United Church of Christ
in Belleville, lllinois. As a leader and friend to all, his inspiration and integrity will never
be forgotten.

POSTLUDE Now Thank We All Our God (Nun Danket Alle Gott)
Arr. Georg Friedrich Kaufmann
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(Now Thank We All Our God)
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Come, O Thankful People, Come

Exod. 23:76 5. I, Hewry Alford, 1844; alt.
St 2, Anna Leetitia Aiken Barbauld, 1772; alt,
5. 3, composire of Alford and Barbauld; alt,
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1 Come, O thank-ful peo-ple, come, raise the song of har- vest home;
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IS HERE!!!

PLEASE PICK A STAR
OR TWO IN THE
. WELCOME CENTER! 4

Continued page 7

_ ST. PAUL FINE ARTS
s S
An Afternoon Organ Program
with Dr. Stephen Mager

Sunday, November 23 @ 3:00 pm

A free will offering is much appreciated!

115W. B. St., Belleville, IL wwwstpauluce.org




Come, O Thankful People, Come, continued T earie £ B %8
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Come, then, thank-ful peo - ple, come, raisethe song of har-vest home;
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come to  God's own  tem-ple, come, raise the song of har - vest home.

o t——2h =
e =

come to God's own tem-ple, come, raisethe song of har-vest home.
all  that lib - eral au - tumn pours  from its  rich o'er-flow-ing  stores,
come to God‘s own  tem-ple, come, raisethe song of har-vest home.

W%*—wﬁ e

Seekers (adult bible study) - Tuesdays @ 10am

No Seekers on November 25.

December 2 Chapter 2 -John the Baptizer from the Chalr Yoga 6-6:30pm
Kerygma series "The Light Will Shine" cha 6:30-7pm 5
December 9 Chapter 3-The Fulfillment of All Promises ' Pickleball 6-8pm
from the Kerygma series
"The Light Will Shine"

The Kerygma series is a comprehensive and easy to
follow bible study. | will act as facilitator.
See you in our peaceful little room on Dec. 2nd. ~ Kris M.

St.Paulucc > U

115 W. B. Street, Belleville Bring your
Enter on 2 St. at the Activity Center door! friends!
No cost - #aring!

IF PICKLEBALL AND

- WE HAVE PUZZLES
OR YOU CAN BRING

S 618-233-3303
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All are welcomel r
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For Your Pragers

Ralph Eckart, brother in-law Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy Rosie Keller
of Marlene Mueller & Tim Ritter John Mier
Mike Llamas, brother in law Lou Ann Niemann Laura Sadler
of Mimi Llamas Gene Buxton Vera Juenger
Jennifer Wick, daughter of Al Stahl The loved ones of Clarence
Stephenie Bauza Audrey Krummrich Wolf
Carol Hotz & Fred Hotz Luci Bradley The loved ones of Gus
Tim Ritter Kuether
Please call the church for prayer requests: 618-233-3303 stpaulucc.org

Weekly Offerings 111572025 e \
Operating 5 4,606.00 MONDAY FUN-DAY!
Building Fund S 70.00 4* Monday of every month!
r 5 1 676.00 Chair Yoga 6-6:30pm
. ' ' Yoga 6:30-7pm zj?w
Sl 5 TiEie Pickleball 6-8pm
St.Paulucc v
Week |1|,r Bu dget 5 5942 55 Jsw. Bstsgt:;eft. wlzye:ﬁvuzle B;:?egn)::!u
Budget to Date 5 312,419.33 3 e i
Total Budget $ 361,017.89 All are welcomel J
Weekly Attendance - 9AM Service o ‘%« Hanging of the Greens! %
November 9,2025 84 +Online Participants || © ;“ N e e &
November 10,2024 113 +Online Participants the Sanctuary & Heritage Hall
November 30 Y w qro Q 5,.Vr Y

Invite someone to attend worship with you % :
Come to Coffee Hour one or more Sunday during Advent.\ \ Al ,St' Paul. United Church of
Take a star (or stars) from the Star Tree (beginning Nov. S Christ services m'fly.be recorc?ed and/
Stay for Hanging of the Greens (Nov. 30) following worship/ or streamed. Music is used with
Commit to reading the Advent Devotional & be in prayer ‘ permission through Onelicense.net
g"a'?b'g NIOV ) e T - License #A-715913, CCLI

ay for Culinaires Breakfast (Dec. ‘ollowing wors| lp .
Attend one (or both) of our holiday concerts (12/7 & 12/21) #1795791, St. James Press License
Make a gift to the church in honor of or memory of someone #17755, or public domain.
special This worship service is live

streamed and recorded .




