
  

“No matter who 
you are, No matter 
where you are on 
life’s journey, You 
are welcome here.” 

Sunday, March 16, 2025 
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Welcome to Worship 
at St. Paul UCC 

March 16, 2025   9:00 am 
Second Sunday in Lent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME                   
 

PRELUDE                       Air   
    by Eric H. Thiman 
   
SUNG CALL TO WORSHIP    (based on Psalm 121) 

 
 
 
 
 

All: Now in this time as you gave your Son, grant us thy peace. 
Choir: From this time forth, and ever more, the Lord will guard your soul. 
All: Now in this time as you gave your Son, grant us thy peace.  
 
INVOCATION (Unison) 
Gracious God, prepare us to receive you. May our eyes behold you in those 
around us. May our ears receive your word. May our hearts be open to your 
teaching and leading. In this precious moment, may we know you in new 
ways.  Amen. 

 

TODAY’S  WORSHIP LEADERS 

 Pastor………………………………………..……….…………………...Rev. Michelle Torigian 

 Music Director ……………..…………….….....…………….……………Dr. Tristan Frampton 

 Organist………………………………………………………………...………...Cynthia Johnson  

 Liturgist ….……………..…………….….....………..……………………………….....Fred Hotz 

Information about today’s service: All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with 
permission through Onelicense.net License #A-715913, CCLI #1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public domain.  
Liturgy written by Rev. Ruth Garwood for UCC Worship Ways.  Statement of Faith and Benediction from the UCC Book of Worship. 
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*OPENING HYMN          
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*PRAYER OF REFLECTION AND RECONCILIATION (UNISON) 
Loving Protector, in times of chaos, we can startled by sudden declarations, 
distracted by claims of solutions to problems. Forgive us, God, for our 
wandering from you. Forgive us, when our own fears draw other people’s 
attention away from you. Help us to act, not from anxiety, but from faith in 
your certain presence. Help us to slow down and recognize you within and 
around us. Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
No matter how far from God our resistance takes us, God wishes to draw us back, 
as deliberately as a hen gathers her brood under her wings. Receive God’s 
embrace and this good news: you are forgiven. 
 

*STATEMENT OF FAITH OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit,    
God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God, and to your deeds we testify: 

You call the worlds into being, create persons in your own image, and set before 
each one the ways of life and death. 

You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin. 
You judge people and nations by your righteous will declared through prophets and 

apostles. 
 

In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior, 
   you have come to us and shared our common lot, conquering sin and death 

and reconciling the world to yourself. 
 

You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus 
Christ, binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races. 

 

You call us into your church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, 
   to be your servants in the service of others, to proclaim the gospel to all the world 
   and resist the powers of evil, to share in Christ’s baptism and eat at his table, to 

join him in his passion and victory. 
 

You promise to all who trust you forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, 
   courage in the struggle for justice and peace, your presence in trial and rejoicing, 

and eternal life in your realm which has no end. 
 

 Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you.  Amen. 
 

ANTHEM                     God Is My Rock 
     by John Horman     
               Sanctuary Choir  
 

SCRIPTURE               Luke 13:31-35 
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SERMON                 Blessed is the One     Pastor Michelle 
                 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

    Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

REFLECTION ON GIVING             
In gratitude for what we have received, and for the joy of giving and sharing, let 
us offer our gifts to God’s work through this church.  
 

COLLECTION OF THE GIFTS & OFFERTORY MUSIC  
        What the Lord Has Done In Me 

by Reuben Morgan; Arr. by Yohan Kim  
 

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundredth) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ in whom God’s 
grace we know; Praise Spirit, with us evermore; One God, triune, whom we 
adore. Amen.  
 

*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS (UNISON) 

Dear God, use our offerings of our resources and of our lives. Bless them, 
multiply them for your purposes in the world. Amen.  
 

*CLOSING HYMN              When Morning Gilds the Skies     (See next page) 
 

*COMMISSIONING  

Friends, nourished by your presence here, go boldly in the way of Jesus. Receive 
the blessings of God, and be sustained by the Holy Spirit, today and always. 
 

*BENEDICTION   
 May God bless you and keep you.  
 May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
 May God look upon you with kindness and give you peace.  Amen! 
 

POSTLUDE                             Spirit of Praise 
    by Edward Broughton 
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Dine to Donate 
1128 Merchant’s Way, O’Fallon, IL 

Thursday, March 27 

4-7pm 
 

Join us at Chicken Salad Chick for the 

restaurant’s Dine to Donate.  Proceeds 

will benefit St. Paul UCC. 
 

This is an excellent way to join up with 

St. Paul friends and bring others along 

for some fellowship and good food! 
 

When you purchase food, please let 

the cashier know that you are with St. 

Paul UCC’s Dine to Donate. 
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For Your Prayers 

Like us on Facebook 
St Paul UCC, Belleville, Il 

Watch videos on YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/ 

Please call the church for prayer requests:  618-233-3303  stpaulucc.org 

Lori Coleman            

Carol Hotz                   

Marilyn Dinkelmann 

Debbie McIntyre, daughter of 
Arline Worms 

Tim Ritter 

Wayne Caughman 

Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy & 
Tim Ritter 

Hector Rivera 

Lou Ann Niemann 

Cheryl Cooper 

Debbie Price 

Christopher Mitchell 

Sue Sutherland 

Audrey Krummrich 

Ralph Eckart, brother in-law of 
Marlene Mueller 

Mike Llamas, brother in law of  
Mimi Llamas 

Norma Franke 

Jennifer Wick, daughter of 
Stephenie Bauza 

Venita Jane Rogers 

Dorothy Maiworm 

Sue Kuether 

Luci Bradley 

 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=st+paul+ucc+administrator+

