Sunday, January 19, 2025  “Nomatter who

you are, No matter
where you are on
life’s journey, You
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST are welcome here.”
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Second Sunday after the Epiphany
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PRELUDE A Quiet Meditation, by David H. Hegarty

CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Come, beloved of God, to remember who you are and whose you are.
Many: God in Christ, has named us all “Beloved.”

One: Yes, here and now, God’s heaven of love is being poured out anew.
Many: May this motion of the Holy One, shape our hearts and minds.

One: May it brighten the Epiphany light in us and the whole creation.

Many: And may it shape our words and work into good news for the world!

INVOCATION (Unison)

Holy One, awaken us again to Your outpouring Spirit of Love. Through this
generous gift, stretch our souls wide and form us into channels of your healing
grace. Gift us with an ability to recognize You in each other, all imprinted with
Your beloved blessing. Clarify our intentions, purify our actions, fill our words
with grace and our hearts with hope. Yes, soak our thinking, our praying, our
hoping, our everything in You. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN Borning Cry (See pages 4 & 5)

Information about today’s service: All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with permission
through Onelicense.net License #A-715913, CCLI #1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public domain.

Liturgy written by Illustrated Ministry’s From the Manger program. Reflection on Giving and Communion Liturgy written by Rev. Micxhelle L.
Torigian. Benediction and Installation from the UCC Book of Worship.




*PRAYER OF REFLECTION AND RECONCILIATION (UNISON)

Loving God, let me enter again Your baptismal river of grace. Let it soak every
stain attached to the fabric of my life and longings. Cleanse every distracting
impulse luring me away from You who are my heart’s deepest desire. Let no
urgency be more important than Your forgiving love, always transforming.
Today, help me choose you above every temptation that lures me to worship
lesser things. By this of You, forgive me, renew me, and grant me the grace
promised by You in Jesus Christ. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF GRACE

Before we thought to turn to God, God already turned toward us in love. The
saturating grace of God is trustworthy and true. Our prayers of transformation have
been met with God’s outpouring of forgiving love. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are
forgiven! Thanks be to God!

ANTHEM The Sinless One to Jordan Came
arr. Frampton/Blickhan
Sanctuary Choir
SCRIPTURE Luke 3:15-22 and Acts 8:26-40
SERMON Open to All Pastor Michelle

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

REFLECTION ON GIVING

The outpouring of God’s spirit described in the baptism of Jesus reminds us that
God’s very nature is generous, self-giving love. It is the source of our deepest joy.
When we open our hearts in generous giving, we give space for God’s love and joy to
grow in us for the good of others. May our hearts be stretched wide by this motion of
the Holy One, as we joyfully bring our gifts.

COLLECTION OF THE GIFTS & OFFERTORY MUSIC
Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart,
Hymn Tune: Morecambe, by F.C. Atkinson, Setting by Mark Hayes
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Borning Cry, continued
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*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundredth)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ in whom God’s grace
we know; Praise Spirit, with us evermore; One God, triune, whom we adore.
Amen.

*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS (UNISON)

O Gracious God, we thank you for the invitation to grow through giving, made
possible by Your outpouring spirit. May these gifts we bring be used to form
ever-new blessings in this congregation and around the world. And may our
lives be the instruments of love and joy you desire. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN Shall We Gather at the River (See page 7)

*COMMISSIONING

Remember that your first name is Beloved, given to you by God before any other
name. Remember also it is the name given to every human being. May this blessed
gift and claim of God grow in your heart and mind. And may it flow through you as
a blessing into the life of the world. Blessings on you, Beloved! Amen and Amen.



*BENEDICTION
May God bless you and keep you.
May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May God look upon you with kindness and give you peace. Amen!

POSTLUDE Chorale and Variation on “O God, My Faithful God”

(Auf meinen Lieben Gott)
setting by Georg Kauffmann

Today'’s altar flowers and music are in honor of

Osceola Mueller

* Happy Birthday with love from <
St. Paul Music Ministry
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Education craft day on

Feb 2, 2pm-4pm.

for others to celebrate

SOUPER-BOWL OF CARING ©

Bring in your non-perishable food items

on Sunday’s in February! Valentines Day with love.
February 2, 9, 16 & 23 Thisiis a free imtergenerational event:

for the Community Interfaith Food Pantry.

T "v
.
CANNED ITEMS NEEDED (preferably pull tops): “ i #

Tuna, chicken, ravioli, SpaghettiO’s, P Fun '.h
chili with beans, Chunky soups! 5 Lyt O3 A

|- 1N w!
- .- Al
Boxes are marked in the Welcome Center to R = -
e 4

cheer on your favorite team with your donations

[ o
: oy ]
Thank you for participating! ’ '
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WORDS and MUSIC: Robert Lowry (1826 1559) HANSON PLACE



Lori Coleman Cheryl Cooper Norma Franke

Carol Hotz Debbie Price Jennifer Wick, daughter of

Marilyn Dinkelmann Christopher Mitchell Stephenie Bauza

Debbie Mclntyre, daughter of ~ Audrey Krummrich Richard Gentry, brother of Scott
Arline Worms Ralph Eckart, brother in-law of Gentry

Tim Ritter Marlene Mueller Jack Snyder

Wayne Caughman James Whitmarsh, nephew of Venita Jane Rogers

Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy & Jan Friedrich The loved ones of
Tim Ritter Mike Llamas, brother in law of Rev. Jerry Bennett

Hector Rivera Mimi Llamas

Lou Ann Niemann Sue Sutherland 3?%2 :?%: 'éé«

Please call the church for prayer requests: 618-233-3303 stpaulucc.org

u Watch videos on YouTube: Like us on Facebook
https://www.youtube.com/ St Paul UCC, Belleville, 1l

SUBSCRBE

Weekly Attendance - 3AM Service

THE WOMEN:S GU]LD IS December 29, 2024 93 +Online Participants
December 31, 2023 92 + Online Participants

COLLECTING PAPER o Offer
GROCERY BAGS FOR NEXT ‘perstrg— s 193550
YEARS RUMMACGE SALES.  suildingFund s a0.00
PLEASE PLACE THEM ON S 1963.90
THE SHELF IN THE Giving YTD $375,939.26

HALLWAY BY
\H};BITAGE HALL T S A s

Total Budget 5 397,200.29

Find out more how your required minimum ,
distribution (RMD) can benefit St. Paul UCC and
save you on taxes! i 6
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L_‘ Contact the church to learn more: ' 3
StPaulUCC.org 618.233.3303 g i
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https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=st+paul+ucc+administrator+

