
  

“No matter who 
you are, No matter 
where you are on 
life’s journey, You 
are welcome here.” 

Sunday, January 12, 2025 
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Welcome to Worship 
at St. Paul UCC 

January 12, 2025   9:00 am 
1st Sunday after Epiphany 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WELCOME                   
 
PRELUDE                                    What Child Is This? 
                                  Hymn Tune:  Greensleeves (English Folk Tune) 
                                              Setting by Patricia Lou Harris 
    
CALL TO WORSHIP   
One: The light shines in dimness 
Many: And dimness did not overtake the light. 
One: The light shines in each space. 
Many: No gloom, no despair will overtake it. 
One: The light shines in our souls. 
Many: The shadows of life did not shade Divine light. 
One: We celebrate the light of Christ 
Many: A steadfast presence from the beginning 
Which will shine through the end of time. 
 
INVOCATION (Unison) 
Holy Lamplighter, as night prematurely encroaches upon us each day, may your 
illumination brighten our souls.  As we wait for dawn’s first glimmer, may the 
warmth you carry radiate across this community.  Kindle our hearts made cold by 
the world’s frostiness, and brighten the road ahead as we ponder what is most 
important in our lives.  Amen. 
 
 
 

TODAY’S  WORSHIP LEADERS 

 Pastor………………………………………..……….…………………...Rev. Michelle Torigian 

 Music Director ……………..…………….….....…………….……………Dr. Tristan Frampton 

 Organist………………………………………………………………...………...Cynthia Johnson  

 Liturgist ….……………..…………….….....………..…………………………….Dick Erdmann 

Information about today’s service: All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with permission 
through Onelicense.net License #A-715913, CCLI #1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public domain.  
Liturgy written by Illustrated Ministry’s From the Manger program.   Reflection on Giving and Communion Liturgy written by Rev. Micxhelle L. 
Torigian.  Benediction and Installation from the UCC Book of Worship. 
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*OPENING HYMN        
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*PRAYER OF REFLECTION AND RECONCILIATION (UNISON) 

One: Spirit of God, we have blocked your light and love from our neighbors.  We 
have barricaded the Divine glow which enlightens and empowers all of us.  We 
have turned our backs on the gleam of your wisdom, God. 

All: Yet no matter how far we flee, your light still flows near.  You will never 
hide your light from us.  Encourage us to open doors and shutters to your 
brilliance so that your illumination will reach our souls.  May this 
enlightenment bring us closer to your intentions for this earth.  Amen. 

*ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
One: God’s warmth melts our hardened hearts.  God’s brilliance lights the path on which 
we will start again.  May we embrace God’s luminosity as we start on this new year 
journey.  Amen!  

INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS & COUNCIL MEMBERS AND 
STATEMENT OF FAITH      (see insert) 
 
ANTHEM                      Beautiful Star of Bethlehem   
         arr. Keith Christopher  
             Sanctuary Choir 
 
SCRIPTURE           Isaiah 60:1-6 and Matthew 2:1-2 
 
SERMON                 The Light  Reveals      Pastor Michelle 
                 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

    Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
REFLECTION ON GIVING             
As we seek the presence of God in our lives, we will begin to sense how God is calling us 
to use our gifts to build our church, our community, and our world.  It is a privilege to 
share what we have been given to love and light this earth. 
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*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundredth) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we 
know; Praise Spirit, with us evermore; One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen.  
 
*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS (UNISON) 

Divine Lamplighter, in gratitude, we share our treasures, our talents, and our time 
with this congregation.  We humbly ask that you illuminate our minds and hearts 
as we use all our resources to craft a just world for all.  Amen. 
 
CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Sentences of Invitation 
One: May you know that the God of comfort is with you. 
Many: And may you see the God of hope with you. 
One: Open wide our anxious hearts! 
Many: We open them to God’s peace. 
One: Let us give thanks and share our joy. 
Many: In this space and time, we offer God our love and praise. 
 
Communion Prayer and Words of Remembrance  
 
COMMUNION MUSIC 
           Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
                              Hymn Tune:  Divinum Mysterium (11th Century Chant) 
                                   Setting by Mark Hayes 
 
Distribution of the Elements 
All are welcome at the Table of Christ!  Ushers will release the pews to come forward. 
Gluten free communion will be in the basket on the table.  If you would like white grape 
juice or wine please take a cup.  Bread will be served in your cupped hand, then select 
grape juice (white juice) in outer ring, wine (red) in inner two rings. Consume the 
elements and place cup in tray before returning to the pew.  If you need service in the 
pew, please raise your hand.   
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 
For the nourishment of spirit, mind, and body, for hope that we begin to see, and 
for comfort from the Prince of Peace, we share our gratitude, Gracious 
God.  Encourage us in these shortened days.  Through the long nights of this 
season, may your hope carry us until dawn arrives again.  Amen.  
 
*CLOSING HYMN         Jesus, Oh What A Wonderful Child        (Sing 2x - See page 7) 
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*COMMISSIONING  

One: As we travel dim streets during this new year, God, 
Be our Divine Lamplighter.May your light shine on the road ahead of us. 
May the warmth from your flame melt the frost covering our hearts. 
May our souls come alive at the sight of your brilliance. 
And may your light draw us closer to our neighbors as we begin this season together. 
Amen! 
 
*BENEDICTION   
 May God bless you and keep you.  
 May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
 May God look upon you with kindness and give you peace.  Amen! 
 
POSTLUDE                 How Brightly Shines the Morning Star 

    Hymn Tune:  Wie schӧn leuchtet (16th Century Chorale) 



7 

Sing 2 times 
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For Your Prayers 

Like us on Facebook 
St Paul UCC, Belleville, Il 

Watch videos on YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/ 

Please call the church for prayer requests:  618-233-3303  stpaulucc.org 

Lori Coleman            

Carol Hotz                   

Marilyn Dinkelmann 

Debbie McIntyre, daughter of 
Arline Worms 

Tim Ritter 

Wayne Caughman 

Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy & 
Tim Ritter 

Hector Rivera 

Lou Ann Niemann 

Cheryl Cooper 

Debbie Price 

Christopher Mitchell 

Audrey Krummrich 

Ralph Eckart, brother in-law of 
Marlene Mueller 

James Whitmarsh, nephew of 
Jan Friedrich 

Mike Llamas, brother in law of  
Mimi Llamas 

Sue Sutherland 

Norma Franke 

Jennifer Wick, daughter of 
Stephenie Bauza 

Richard Gentry, brother of Scott 
Gentry 

Jack Snyder 

Venita Jane Rogers 

The loved ones of Sam 
Sivewright 

The loved ones of Shirley 
Boeschen 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=st+paul+ucc+administrator+

