
  

“No matter who 
you are, No matter 
where you are on 
life’s journey, You 
are welcome here.” 

Sunday, December 15, 2024 
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Welcome to Worship 
at St. Paul UCC 

December 15, 2024   9:00 am 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WELCOME                   
 
PRELUDE                        Pastoral Symphony, from Messiah       
                         by George Frideric Handel 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE Pete Kobernus and Sherry Davinroy 
    
CALL TO WORSHIP   
One: Have you heard the good news? A baby is to be born in Bethlehem, and his birth 
will bring joy to the world!  
All: Jesus will be born to make all things new!  
One: Have you heard the good news? God anointed Jesus to proclaim good news to 
the poor.  
All: Jesus will proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the 
blind.  
One: Jesus will set the oppressed free, and proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.  
All: Let us worship with glad and joyful hearts—Jesus will be born soon 
 
INVOCATION (Unison) 
God of abundance and joy, like the shepherds who heard the angel’s good news, 
we celebrate the good news of your Son’s arrival. Fill us with uncontainable joy 
as we lift our voices in praise and gratitude. While we gather in spirit and truth, 
comfort the sorrowful places in our hearts, and help us mend the broken 
relationships. Let the deep joy of this third week of Advent nourish our souls 
today. Amen. 
 
*OPENING HYMN    Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn    (Pages 6 & 7) 
 

TODAY’S  WORSHIP LEADERS 

 Pastor………………………………………..……….…………………...Rev. Michelle Torigian 

 Music Director ……………..…………….….....…………….……………Dr. Tristan Frampton 

 Organist……………………………………………………...……………….......Cynthia Johnson 

 Liturgist ….……………..…………….….....………..……………………………..Dick Erdmann 
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*PRAYER OF REFLECTION AND RECONCILIATION (UNISON) 
God of abundant grace, in this season of Advent, we confess the times we’ve 
sought our own happiness or comfort at the expense of others. We have ignored 
others’ needs and joys, overlooked the hungry, and forgotten true joy comes 
from sharing our abundance. We have forsaken the joy found in uplifting others 
and ensuring their needs are met. Help us turn away from self-centeredness and 
toward a life of compassion and generosity. Likewise, we confess the times we 
have neglected our own joy, treated ourselves unkindly, worked when we should 
have rested, abandoned the interests and hobbies we cherish, and served 
purposes that drag us down. Let the expectant joy of Advent inspire us to return 
to ways that bring us joy. May the world be fed with joy. Amen. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
Hear the good news: God’s joy is for all people, and God’s forgiveness is for all who 
seek it. Because of God’s great love for us, we are forgiven. Receive God’s pardon 
and be at peace  
 
*UCC STATEMENT OF FAITH (UNISON) 

We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit, God of our Savior Jesus Christ and 
our God, and to your deeds we testify: 

You call the worlds into being, create persons in your own image, and set before 
each one the ways of life and death. 

You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin. 
You judge people and nations by your righteous will declared through prophets 

and apostles. 
In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior, you have 

come to us and shared our common lot, conquering sin and death and 
reconciling the world to yourself. 

You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus 
Christ, binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races. 

You call us into your church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be your 
servants in the service of others, to proclaim the gospel to all the world and 
resist the powers of evil, to share in Christ’s baptism and eat at his table, to 

join him in his passion and victory. 
You promise to all who trust you forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, 

courage 
in the struggle for justice and peace, your presence in trial and rejoicing, 

and eternal life in your realm which has no end. 
Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you. Amen. 
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ANTHEM     Soprano Recitatives, Nos. 14-16 and No. 17 Chorus " Glory to God" 
           from Messiah, by G.F. Handel 
    Osceola Mueller, soloist 
 
SCRIPTURE                 Philippians 4:4-7, Luke 19:1-10, Luke 2:20  
 
SERMON                     Rejoicing Again!       Pastor Michelle 
              
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

    Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
REFLECTION ON GIVING             
Embracing radical joy transforms our spirits, creating a gentle energy within us. We 
are renewed, and we sense God’s call more clearly. In seeking God’s message, we 
know how to joyfully share our talents, treasures, and time, bringing more peace and 
comfort into our world.  
 
COLLECTION OF THE GIFTS & OFFERTORY MUSIC  
            Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
                                    Es Ist Ein Ros’, 16th Century Carol 
               Setting by Gregg Sewell 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundredth) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ in whom God’s grace 
we know; Praise Spirit, with us evermore; One God, triune, whom we adore. 
Amen.  
 
*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS (UNISON) 

God of Holy Darkness and Returning Light, 
We give of our full hearts, knowing that you will bless this world with love. We 
give of our full minds, knowing that you will bless this world with peace. We 
give of our full souls, knowing that you will bless this world with hope. May the 
joy of your gifts encourage us to share the best we have, creating your Realm 
here on earth. Amen.  
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*CLOSING HYMN       My Soul Proclaims with Wonder      (See pages 8) 
 

*COMMISSIONING  

May Christ, the Bread of Life, in whom we find joy and strength for the journey, 
bring you cheer this week. May the love of our Creator, who calls us to care for the 
hungry and oppressed, surround you. And may the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
who empowers us to imagine a kin-dom where all needs are met, strengthen you, 
now and always. Go in hope, peace, and joy to feed the hungry, comfort the 
afflicted, and share the good news of Christ’s coming. 
 
*BENEDICTION   
 May God bless you and keep you.  
 May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
 May God look upon you with kindness and give you peace.  Amen! 

 
POSTLUDE                 Resonet in Laudibus, 14th Century Carol 
                “Let praises resound with joyous acclaim, Sion and their faithful” 
              Setting by E.A. Hovdesven 

Information about today’s service: All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with permission 
through Onelicense.net License #A-715913, CCLI #1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public domain.  
Liturgy written by Illustrated Ministry’s From the Manger program.   Reflection on Giving and Blessing of the Gifts written by Rev. Michelle L. 
Torigian.  Benediction from the UCC Book of Worship. 
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For Your Prayers 

Like us on Facebook 
St Paul UCC, Belleville, Il 

Watch videos on YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/ 

Please call the church for prayer requests:  

618-233-3303  stpaulucc.org 

Lori Coleman            

Carol Hotz                   

Marilyn Dinkelmann 
Debbie McIntyre, daughter of 

Arline Worms 

Tim Ritter 

Betty Rieso 

Wayne Caughman 
Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy & 

Tim Ritter 

Hector Rivera 

Lou Ann Niemann 

Cheryl Cooper 

Debbie Price 

Christopher Mitchell 

Audrey Krummrich 

Ralph Eckart, brother in-law of 
Marlene Mueller 

James Whitmarsh, nephew of 
Jan Friedrich 

Mike Llamas, brother in law of  
Mimi Llamas 

Jeff Lutz, brother in law of 
Debbie Lippert 

Sue Sutherland 

Norma Franke 

Richard Gentry, brother of 
Scott Gentry 

Jack Snyder 

Sam Sivewright 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=st+paul+ucc+administrator+

