
  

 

“No matter who 
you are, No matter 
where you are on 
life’s journey, You 
are welcome here.” 

Tuesday, December 22, 2024 

Christmas Eve 

7pm 
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Welcome to Worship 

at St. Paul United Church of Christ  

 

————————————————————————— 

Christmas Eve Worship  
————————————————————————— 

 WORSHIP LEADERS 

Senior Pastor…………………..……………………..……………………..……...Rev. Michelle Torigian  

Music Director ……………..…..………….….....…………….…………………….Dr. Tristan Frampton 

Organist……………………………………………………………………………Cynthia Johnson 

Technology Coordinator………………………………………………………………...Ian Hipkins 

Liturgist ……...…………………..…...………………………………………...………Roger Relfe 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
Magnificat, by Johann Pachelbel 

O Little Town of Bethlehem, by Louis H. Redner 
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear, by Richard Storrs Willis  

      Christmas Brass Quartet 
 
WELCOME       Rev. Michelle Torigian 
 
PRELUDE         Infant Holy, Infant Lowly (Traditional Polish melody) 
                              By Alexandre Guilmant, Setting by Michael Ryan 
 
POEM                                      Under the Night Sky 
                     
ENTRY INTO WORSHIP (Living Psalm 148) 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: The people have walked in the shadows. The light now shines. 
Many: Rejoice and sing a new song of great joy! 
One: The light of peace, justice, and love illuminates God’s Realm. 
Many: Rejoice and declare the glory of God in the land of the living. 
One: The light of resilience will not be dimmed on the earth. 
Many: Rejoice and witness the seas roar, the land rest, and the wind breathe. 
Rejoice for the glory comes and God is with us! 
 

This service is shared in-person and online. 
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INVOCATION (UNISON) 
Emmanuel, God with Us, you brought worlds into being. Your word goes 
forward with creative and redemptive power. Keep watch over your people 
assembled today as we lift our voices and our beings in praise, celebration, 
remembrance, and worship of you. Amen.  
 
*OPENING HYMN            O Come, All Ye Faithful         Verses 1, 3, and 4    
         (see page 5)      
                                                
*SCRIPTURE READING             Luke 1:26-38 (NRSV) 
 
*CAROL                          Angels We Have Heard on High      
         (see pages 6 & 7) 
 
A MESSAGE FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART  with Pastor Michelle  
 
SCRIPTURE READING          Luke 1:39-56  (NRSV) 
 
POEM     A Song of Mary 
    Written by Lucille Clifton 
 
SCRIPTURE READING            Luke 2:1-7  (NRSV) 
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES                Bernal Family 
 
*CAROL                          Joy to the World   
                    ANTIOCH       (see page 8) 
 
*SCRIPTURE READING          Luke 2:8-20 (NRSV) 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC        Peace on Earth, to All Good Will! 
        by Timothy Mayfield 
         Sanctuary Choir and Christmas Brass Quartet  
 
POEM                              Mary’s Dream  
        Written by Lucille Clifton 
 
SERMON                                     Bearers of Light    Rev. Michelle Torigian 
 
CAROL                           Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                (see page 9) 
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REFLECTION ON GIVING  
One: The generous spirit pays attention to unmet needs within and beyond our 
community. When we give from our energy and resources of time, our generosity 
becomes enfleshed and makes the love of God and neighbor real.  
Many: We ask our bountiful God to receive these gifts, extend their reach, 
and magnify their impact, sharing light and love with all of creation. Amen. 
 
COLLECTION OF THE GIFTS AND OFFERTORY MUSIC        

O Holy Night, by Adolphe Adam 
Tristan Frampton, tenor  

 
POEM                            Christmas Light 
         Written by May Sarton 
 
SHARING OF THE LIGHT  
 

*CAROL              Silent Night! (STILLE NACHT)   (see page 10) 

                Scripture read from John 1:1-5 
 
BENEDICTION  
 May God bless you and keep you.  
 May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
 May God look upon you with kindness and give you peace.  Amen! 
 
POSTLUDE     Still, Still, Still (Traditional Austrian Tune) 
       arr. Hall M. Macklin 

St. Paul UCC worship services are 9am in our sanctuary.  You can watch the services anytime 
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O Come, All Ye Faithful         Verses 1, 3, and 4         

Text and Music by John Francis Wade, c. 1743  Descant and harmonization by David Willcocks, 1961   

(ADESTE FIDELIS)   
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Continues on next page  

Angels We Have Heard on High      
Text: French carol; trans. James Chadwick, 1860 Music: French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937  
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(GLORIA) 
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                ANTIOCH 
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Information about today’s service: All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with permission 
through Onelicense.net License #A-715913, CCLI #1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public domain. 
 
Christ Candle Lighting from “From the Manger” program by Illustrated Ministry. Opening Poem  by Rev. Michelle L. Torigian.  
Worship liturgy written by Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay  

Silent Night/Stille Nacht 
Text: Joseph Mohr, 1816;  Music: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1818  
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