
  

“No matter who 
you are, No matter 
where you are on 
life’s journey, You 
are welcome here.” 

Sunday, November 3, 2024 
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Welcome to Worship 
at St. Paul UCC 

November 3, 2024   9:00 am 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Totenfest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WELCOME                   
 

PRELUDE                       The King of Love My Shepherd Is 
                                           by Dale Wood/Gilbert M. Martin                    
     

CALL TO WORSHIP  (Inspired by Psalm 146) 
One: Praise the Holy One as long as we live. 
Many: Praise the Creator, who makes our days, who trails our paths, and who 
gives us breath. 
One: Praise the Holy One with our whole selves–mind, body, and soul. 
Many: Trust in wisdom and honor, truth and love, grace and mercy. 
One: Praise the Holy One for God is just, generous, compassionate, liberating, and 
near. 
Many: The Holy One reigns, lifting up the lowly, humbling, the proud, and 
sustaining the righteous from generation to generation. Praise God!  
 

INVOCATION (Unison) 
Loving God, what joy it is to know your name. To know that when we call, 
you answer. When we seek you, we find you. When we long for you, we 
discover that you are already with us. Anchor our lives in your presence. 
Encourage us beyond our fear. Remind us of your goodness and miraculous 
works. Reaffirm the power you have made available and at work within us. 
Fortify us as your people who give and receive your love to your glory. In your 
name, we pray. Amen.  
 
*OPENING HYMN                For All The Saints          (See pages 4 & 5) 
 

TODAY’S  WORSHIP LEADERS 

 Pastor………………………………………..……….…………………...Rev. Michelle Torigian 

 Music Director ……………..…………….….....…………….……………Dr. Tristan Frampton 

 Guest Organist/Pianist…………………………………………………………..Cynthia Johnson  

 Liturgist ….……………..…………….….....………..……………………………....Donna Davis 
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*PRAYER OF REFLECTION AND RECONCILIATION (UNISON) 
Righteous One, write your commandments on our hearts…not as a list of do’s 
and don’ts but as a vision of the people who can be, the lives we may live, and 
the world we may create. Write care and wholeness of those with unmet 
needs and revelation and understanding to those oblivious to the truth. 
Emblazon your law of love in our hearts, on our lips, and in our journey. 
Transform us with your love so that we may reflect your love toward our 
neighbor and toward ourselves. Amen.  
 
*ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
Beloved, you are loved, and you have power to choose love in every moment and 
every encounter. Love has the power to lift, to heal, and to change. Let Holy Love 
move the mountains before you and the valleys within you.  
 
TOTENFEST SERVICE 

Totenfest is a word created by the Evangelical church when it was formed in 19th 
century Prussia. The word refers to the liturgical remembrance of those who have 

died in the preceding year.  
 
Holy God, meet us here in this place as we mourn those who have died this year--
children, parents, aunts and uncles, siblings and grandparents, spouses, significant 
others and friends. 
 
Names of our loved ones who have died in the past year that we have included in 
the insert will now be read. As the names are read, a bell will ring in memory of 

the one who has died. 
  
Holy God of wind and fire: dance through this room today. 
Holy God of earthquakes and illness: share our tears of sadness and pain. 
Holy God of creation and new beginnings: show us again your vision of healing 
and wholeness. 
 
 
ANTHEM                       Lux Aeterna, from Requiem 
             by John Rutter           
            Sanctuary Choir 
Translation: Let perpetual light shine upon them, O Lord, with your saints for ever, for 
you are merciful.  Grant them eternal rest, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon 
them.  
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SCRIPTURE              Mark 12:28-34 & Ruth 1:1-18  
 
SERMON        The Essence of Everything   Pastor Michelle 
                 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

    Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
REFLECTION ON GIVING             
The call to generosity is a charge to love with our resources in material ways. 
When we give from our abundance, we express our gratitude to God our Provider, 
we assert our trust in God our Sustainer, and we affirm our communal 
commitments to God our Creator. Let us give from love in action and in energy, 
in spirit and in truth, in hope and in expectation that the God’s Realm comes 
when we choose to live it. 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundredth) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ in whom God’s 
grace we know; Praise Spirit, with us evermore; One God, triune, whom we 
adore. Amen.  
 
*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS (UNISON) 

Great God, receive these gifts of love with blessing for those who give and 
those who receive. Magnify our ministries, enlarge our circles of care, and 
amplify our love in the world. Amen.  

 
CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Sentences of Invitation 
Communion Prayer and Words of Remembrance  
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Information about today’s service: All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with permission 
through Onelicense.net License #A-715913, CCLI #1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public domain.  
Liturgy written by Rev. Dr. Cheryl Lindsay for UCC Worship Ways.   Communion liturgy written by Rev. Michelle L. Torigian. 

Distribution of the Elements 
All are welcome at the Table of Christ!  Ushers will release the pews to come 
forward. Gluten free communion will be in the basket on the table.  If you would 
like white grape juice or wine please take a cup.  Bread will be served in your 
cupped hand, then select grape juice (white juice) in outer ring, wine (red) in 
inner two rings. Consume the elements and place cup in tray before returning to 
the pew.  If you need service in the pew, please raise your hand.   
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 
We express our gratitude for this meal, Divine Host.  We give thanks for the 
times we spent with our loved ones here at this table, and we thank you that 
this table is a reminder of our love for you, God.  Accompany us into the 
world with peace in our hearts and strength in the days to come.  Amen.  
 

*CLOSING HYMN          For the Beauty of the Earth               (See page 8) 

 
*COMMISSIONING  

When love reigns, the world will change. 
Be the love that the world needs 
For the Realm of God to become our beloved realm. 
Go, in the assurance that the God of Love, 
Who is Love, is with you.  
 
*BENEDICTION   
 May God bless you and keep you.  
 May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
 May God look upon you with kindness and give you peace.  Amen! 
 
POSTLUDE                           Triumphant Finale 
                                                 Thomas Bliss 
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Sign Up sheets are available  
in the Welcome Center! 

We hope you will join us this 
afternoon for a Fine Arts Concert! 
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For Your Prayers 
Lori Coleman            

Carol Hotz                   

Marilyn Dinkelmann 
Debbie McIntyre, daughter of 

Arline Worms 

Tim Ritter 

Laura (Phillips) Howie  

Betty Rieso 

Larry Walton 

Wayne Caughman 

Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy & 
Tim Ritter 

Hector Rivera 

Lou Ann Niemann 

Cheryl Cooper 

Debbie Price 

Christopher Mitchell 

Audrey Krummrich 
Ralph Eckart, brother in-law of 

Marlene Mueller 

James Whitmarsh, nephew of 
Jan Friedrich 

Mike Llamas, brother in law of  
Mimi Llamas 

Jeff Lutz, brother in law of 
Debbie Lippert 

Karen Keuss 

Like us on Facebook 
St Paul UCC, Belleville, Il 

Watch videos on YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/ 

Please call the church for prayer requests:  

618-233-3303  stpaulucc.org 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=st+paul+ucc+administrator+

