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JUSTICE, MERCY & JOY

Sunday, June 23, 2024

“No matter who you are,

No matter where you are

on life’s journey,

You are welcome here.” SAINT PAUL

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST




Welcome to Worship

at St. Paul UCC
June 23,2024 9:00 am
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
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CALL TO WORSHIP

One: The light of God illuminates our walk,

Many: Highlighting our path to where we need to serve.

One: The glow of Christ reminds us of whose child we are,

Many: Leading us to find the spark of the Divine within our souls.
One: The Spirit’s radiance connects us with one another,

Many: Beaming a light on the hearts of our neighbors.

INVOCATION (UNISON)

Holy God, Divine Gleam,

You are the sun that never sets, the eternal flame of love and joy. You are the
one who calls us to transform this world into your Realm, making a kingdom
of light once hidden by shadows. Enliven our hearts to be kindling when our
world gets chilly and filled with gloom. May we illuminate the environments
of our neighbors so that justice and kindness stream into each corner of our
world. Amen.

Information about today’s service: All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with permission
through Onelicense.net License #A-715913, CCLI #1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public domain. Liturgy written by Rev. Michelle L.
Torigian. Benediction from the UCC Book of Worship.




*OPENING HYMN
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*PRAYER OF REFLECTION AND RECONCILIATION (UNISON)

Holy Bearer of Bliss,

Verbal storms rage across our world, dividing neighbor from neighbor,
expanding distrust, and creating an imbalance of resources. We are
challenged on how to speak your love to this world. We come to you with
our own experiences, traditions, and hope. We are here to work with you to
reflect upon our own biases, knowing that some of our interests must be set
aside to properly care for your creation. May our hearts open to your
visions for this world as we dream together what may be possible for all of
our neighbors. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF GRACE

God’s Spirit of Joy heals our hearts with grace and mercy. Through acts
promoting kindness and equity, we are able to demonstrate God’s steadfast love
to our world.

*UCC STATEMENT OF FAITH (UNISON) (see page 6)

SPECIAL MUSIC [ Need Thee Every Hour, arr. Hal Wright
Lauren Shepard, clarinet

SCRIPTURE Luke 1:39-56, Proverbs 21:15-16, Isaiah 61:1-4 & 8-11
SERMON Justice, Mercy, and Joy Pastor Michelle

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

REFLECTION ON GIVING

Even when light is sparse and resources seem dry, God is calling us to use what
we have - whether treasures, time, or talents. May we use our gifts in new and
creative ways to build God’s Realm of Love.



COLLECTION OF THE GIFTS & OFFERTORY MUSIC

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundredth)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know;
Praise Spirit, with us evermore;

One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen.

*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS (UNISON)

Beloved Spirit of Hope,

In excitement, we look for paths that we can travel to bring joy to our
neighbors. We seek new ways to use our talents, time, and treasures and
share the Light of Christ in our communities. Enlighten our spirits as we
spread God’s Great Illumination to a hurting world. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me (See page 7)

*COMMISSIONING

May the Spirit’s Warmth connect us with one another.

May the Glow of Christ remind us of the Divine Spark in our souls.
May the Brilliance of God point to the places we need to travel.
Through Divine Joy, we are led to celebrate peace with our neighbors.

*BENEDICTION
May God bless you and keep you.
May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May God look upon you with kindness and give you peace. Amen!

POSTLUDE Joy To The World

N

Interested in knowing the various ways you
can give to St. Paul UCC®?

Contact the church to learn more:
StPaulUCC.org ey




STATEMENT OF FAITH OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit,

God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God, and to your deeds we testify:
You call the worlds into being, create persons in your own image, and set before
each one the ways of life and death.

You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin.

You judge people and nations by your righteous will declared through prophets
and apostles.

In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior,
you have come to us and shared our common lot, conquering sin and death
and reconciling the world to yourself.

You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus
Christ, binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races.

You call us into your church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship,
to be your servants in the service of others, to proclaim the gospel to all the world
and resist the powers of evil, to share in Christ’s baptism and eat at his table, to
join him in his passion and victory.

You promise to all who trust you forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace,
courage in the struggle for justice and peace, your presence in trial and rejoicing,
and eternal life in your realm which has no end.

Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you. Amen.
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['m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me 574
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2 I'm gonna work... 3 I'm gonna pray... 4 |'m gonna sing...

WORDE and MUSIC: African-American spiritual ' GORRNA LIVE
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Archives Artifacts ~ St. Paul trivia from the desk of Roger Henke

When did the Frauen-Verein (Ladies Society) help the church pastor organize our first Sunday

School?

Discover Our
= A
i )1 Past, Present and Future

On Your Updated

St. Paul Website.

Your Website Team Invites Your Comments Any Time:
Donna Davis, lan Hipkins, Neal Holliday, Susan Relfe,
Pam Walton, Pastor Michelle and Pastor Tim

St paul united church of christ belleville il

Watch videos on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/

Like us on Facebook
St Paul UCC, Belleville, 1]
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*Indulge in Joy
*Communal Joy

< *Justice, Mercy, £ Joy

For Your Prayers

Lori Coleman Tim Ritter Jr., son of

Carol Hotz Sandy & Tim

Marilyn Dinkelmann  Ritter

Debbie Mclntyre, Jerry Hough
daughter of Arline Lou Ann Niemann

Worms Cheryl Cooper
Tim Ritter Debbie Price
Laura (Phillips) Christopher Mitchell
Howie Audrey Krummrich
Alec Zaber Ralph Eckart, brother
Hector Rivera in-law of Marlene
Betty Rieso Mueller
Larry Walton Ruth Klingel

Wayne Caughman Jeffrey Dinkelmann

Please call the church for prayer requests:
618-233-3303 stpaulucc.org

Weekly Attendance - 94N Service

June 9, 2024 78 +0Online Participants
June 11, 2023 74 +Online Participants

Weekly Offerings 6/15/2024
Operating S 3,465.27
Building Fund 5 175.00
5 3,640.27
Giving YTD S 162,467.41

Weekly Budget S  7,63347
Budget to Date 5 183,283.28
Total Budget S 397,200.29


https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=st+paul+ucc+administrator+

