
  

“No matter who you are,  
No matter where you are      
on life’s journey,  
You are welcome here.” 

Sunday, March 24, 2024 
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Welcome to Worship 

at St. Paul UCC 
 March 24, 2024   9:00 am 

 Palm & Passion  Sunday - Sixth Sunday in Lent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME       Rev. Michelle Torigian    
 

PRELUDE                 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven      
          Christa Rakich  
         
SCRIPTURE          Mark 11:1-11 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
One: People of God, do not be afraid, for your Savior is coming, 
Many: riding on a donkey, daring to raise the branches of liberation. 
One: Shout your hosannas in the street and in the sanctuary. 
Many: Hosanna in the highest! Our Savior has come to set us free! 
One: Palm branches and praise mark this day with hope. 
Many: Hosanna, come and save us!  
 
INVOCATION (UNISON) 
Humble God, you have shown us the way to enter all the Jerusalems of this 
world. You showed us not to enter our lives with fear, but with humility and 
courage. As we worship this day, we draw upon your example of Jesus on 
that humble donkey and we raise our palm branches in rejoicing! We raise 
our voices, shouting along with your people of every age, “Hosanna in the 
highest!” Come and save us this day, O Jesus of Jerusalem. Amen.  
 

TODAY’S  WORSHIP LEADERS 

 Senior Pastor………………………………………..……….…………...Rev. Michelle Torigian 

 Music Director ……………..…………….….....…………….…………….Dr. Tristan Frampton 

 Organist……………………………………………………………………………...Kevin Chunko 

 Liturgist ….……………..…………….….....……………..……………..…...……...Roger Harris 
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*OPENING HYMN       Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 
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*PRAYER OF REFLECTION AND RECONCILIATION (UNISON) 
God of our hosannas, it would be all too easy to embrace a vision of you as 
entering Jerusalem with all the pomp and circumstance and reigning with 
unhealthy power. And yet, that is not your way.  You embrace humility and 
a world in which we have “power with” one another. We misuse our power 
out of our fears.  We confess that we often whisper with the ways of fear 
rather than shout of your liberation for all people. Help us to lay our lives at 
your feet and welcome you with shouts of joy. Amen.  
 
*ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
Dear ones, embrace this word with courage. Leave your fear behind, for it does 
not have the last word and does not have to be the donkey you ride in on. God 
offers you the way of hope, humility, and hosannas. Rest in the assurance that you 
are forgiven and embraced in God’s tender arms of love. Amen.  
 

ANTHEM           Hosanna! Hosanna!, from Love Victorious  
          by John Carter 
         Sanctuary Choir 
 
*SCRIPTURE                        Mark 14:32-42  
 
SERMON                Fear               Rev. Michelle Torigian 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

    Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
REFLECTION ON GIVING             
The laying down of palm branches in the street is an expression of the hope of 
God among a desperate people. Today we are invited to lay down our treasure as 
an outpouring of our gratitude for God’s act of salvation in Jesus Christ. Let us 
give with shouts of hosanna on our lips.  
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COLLECTION OF THE GIFTS & OFFERTORY MUSIC  
              
*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know; 
Praise Spirit, with us evermore; 
One God, triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 
*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS (UNISON) 

God of the great shouts of hope, just as you received the voices of the crowd 
upon your entry into Jerusalem, receive these gifts as an expression of our 
joy and gratitude. Take our voices and our offerings and use them to 
proclaim your salvation to all people. Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN                All Glory Laud and Honor  (See next page) 

 

*COMMISSIONING  

People of God, raise your branches high. Sing with shouts of joy instead of 
winces of fear. For Jesus has not only entered the city of Jerusalem, but into the 
hearts of those who are willing to walk in his ways. Go forth not in fear, but in 
the courage and hope of God our Creator, Jesus our Brother, and the Holy Spirit 
our Liberator. Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION   

          May God bless you and keep you.  

 May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  

 May God look upon you with kindness and give you peace.  Amen! 

 

POSTLUDE        Improvisation on "Hosanna, Loud Hosanna" 
      

Information about today’s service: All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with permission 
through Onelicense.net License #A-715913, CCLI #1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public domain.  Liturgy written by Rev. Dr. Chad 
Abbott for UCC Worship Ways.  Benediction from UCC Book of Worship.   
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In July of 2009, our church took an offering to help the Illinois South Conference 
Hunger Project.  We helped purchase a cow and vegetable seeds to two hundred and 
fifty families to help their farms and food supply.  They lived in the northern part of an 
impoverished country.  What was the name of this country?   

Archives Artifacts ~ St. Paul trivia from the desk of Roger Henke 

ANSWER:  Cambodia.  

Like us on Facebook 
St Paul UCC, Belleville, Il 

Watch videos on YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/ 

 Upcoming Events 

Church Council meeting-3rd Thursday @ 6pm 

Community Dinner-every Tuesday @ 5pm 

Culinaires Breakfast-every 3rd Sunday 

Finance Meeting-every 2nd Tuesday @ 5pm 

Mats for Community-3rd Tuesday @ 1pm 

Mission Meeting-2nd Sunday after service 

Personnel Meeting-2nd Thursday @ 7pm 

Quilters-every Tuesday @ 9am 

Seekers Adult Bible Study –Tuesdays @ 10am  

Shufflers-2nd Tuesday of the month @ 12pm 

Wednesdays-Bells (6pm) & Choir (7:15pm) 

With You group-1st Wednesday @ 1pm 

Women’s Guild-3rd Wednesday @ 1pm  

For Your Prayers 

Lori Coleman            

Carol Hotz                   

Marilyn Dinkelmann 
Debbie McIntyre, 

daughter of Arline 
Worms 

Tim Ritter 

Laura (Phillips) Howie  

Alec Zaber 

Hector Rivera 

Betty Rieso 

Linda Minton 

Larry Walton 

Wayne Caughman 
Tim Ritter Jr., son of 

Sandy & Tim Ritter 

Jerry Hough 

Lou Ann Niemann 

Cheryl Cooper 
The loved ones Richard 

Cannady  

Please call the church for prayer requests:  

618-233-3303   stpaulucc.org 

Rummage 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=st+paul+ucc+administrator+

