Sunday, February 4, 2024

“No matter who you are,
No matter where you are
on life’s journey, I

You are welcome here.” SAINT PAUL

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
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WELCOME

PRELUDE If Thou But Suffer God To Guide Thee, BWV 647

Johann Sebastian Bach

ENTRY INTO WORSHIP

As light expands in these gloom-filled days and frigidity pierces our bodies and
souls, the Divine Healer will warm our souls and bodies— bringing us the comfort
we need to sustain our journeys. As we begin to reach into this new week, Let us
celebrate the Holy Healer, warmer of our hearts.

INVOCATION (UNISON)

Eternal God, Creator of the Universe...and then some. We call on you, the One
who greets us here. We give you thanks for making it possible to gather
together and to ponder your eternal mysteries. Make us, creatures of this time
and space, ready collaborators with your endless grace. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN Christ for the World! We Sing (See next page)

*PRAYER OF REFLECTION AND RECONCILIATION (UNISON)

God of mercy and grace: We are vulnerable people who sometimes ignore the
vulnerable. We are broken people who don’t always pay attention to the
world’s brokenness. Heal us, O God, to make us better healers. Mend our rifts,
that we might be better builders. Cleanse our hearts, so we can clear out the
damage of hurt and oppression. We are yours, loving God. Help us to live and
to know this better. Amen.
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*ASSURANCE OF GRACE

Have you known? Have you heard? Our God lifts us up on eagle’s wings
strengthening us so that we won’t be weary. The burden of sin is but a far and
distant memory. In God’s love, all of them are forgiven. Amen!

ANTHEM God Is My Rock
by John Horman
Sanctuary Choir
SCRIPTURE Mark 1:29-39
SERMON Desperate for Healing Pastor Michelle

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

REFLECTION ON GIVING

Giving takes so many shapes — but, like any spiritual discipline, the key is for
that gift to grow. We grow in our knowledge of God, we grow in our faith. If we
aren’t already, may we not seek to grow in our giving, as well? In the time we
give? In the money we give? In the love we give? May this time be one in
which we reflect on how we give. May God shine God’s light across the
threshold so that nothing can hold us back from this growth.

We will not be collecting the offering during worship today. Please place
offerings as you exit the sanctuary in the wooden boxes. Thank you!

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know;
Praise Spirit, with us evermore;

One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen.



*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS (UNISON)

God of all that is, all we have, all we are — we give. We give these gifts as
we reach across the thresholds of our concerns. We give these gifts,
knowing that they will give so much more. Through Jesus Christ. Amen.

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Sentences of Invitation

One: May you know that the God of comfort is with you.

Many: And may you see the God of hope with you.

One: Open wide our anxious hearts!

Many: We open them to God’s peace.

One: Let us give thanks and share our joy.

Many: In this space and time, we offer God our love and praise.

Communion Prayer and Words of Remembrance

Distribution of the Elements

All are welcome at the Table of Christ! Ushers will release the pews to come
forward. Gluten free communion will be in the basket on the table. If you would
like white grape juice or wine please take a cup. Bread will be served in your
cupped hand, then select grape juice (white juice) in outer ring, wine (red) in
inner two rings. Consume the elements and place cup in tray before returning to
the pew. If you need service in the pew, please raise your hand.

Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison)

We celebrate our gratitude, Divine Companion. As this spiritual meal
has nourished us, inspire us to share with our neighbors and journey
with our friends who are lonely. Through our co-creation together, may
we spread love throughout our world and extend your hospitality to
people in need. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN For the Healing of the Nations (See next page)

Information about today’s service: All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with permission
through Onelicense.net License #A-715913, CCLI #1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public domain. Invocation, Prayer of Reconciliation,
Assurance of Grace, Reflection on Giving written by the Rev. Kaji Dousa for Worship Ways. Commissioning written by Rev. Dr. Stephenie Perdew
for Worship Ways. Entry Into Worship, Communion Liturgy, Prayer of Thanksgiving written by Rev. Michelle L. Torigian Benediction from UCC
Book of Worship.
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*COMMISSIONING

May Holy One, Creator of the End of the earth,
Lift up your spirit, bind up your soul,

And renew your strength.

Go with hope in the steadfast love of God.

*BENEDICTION
May God bless you and keep you.
May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May God look upon you with kindness and give you peace. Amen!

POSTLUDE Improvisation on "Regent Square"

Friday, February 9th

z30pm @

St. Paul UCC Sanciluary

Hygge Hour o
with St Paul UCC

B w 8 (_% Come celebrate Valentine’s Day with the Greenleal’ Singers! Enjoy an
5 ; , * ,
&’ iv Distro & Wine Oar* on 6(15 t am evening of’ Renaissance music on themes of’ love, presented by a vocal
ensemble in Full period costume. There will be a ¢l gne and d. 1l
L%guakryﬁat¢5opm nsel in Cull peri u pag

reception Following the concert. You won’t want (0 miss this event!

If you plan on attending,

please contact the church To learn more about the ble, visit their website at gr leal’singers.org. You
office at 618.233.3303 can also Follow them on Facebook at www.facebook.com greenleafl’singers.
) ' PART OF THE ST. PAUL FINE ARTS CONCERT SERIES J)
' » A FREE WILL OFFERING IS GREATLY APPRECIATED. J] J:
DOORS OPEN AT 7:00PM

YOU'RE INVITED TO THE WEDDING OF
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FEBRUARY 10, 2024

AT 1 PM
, ST.PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST SANCTUARY .
Y 115 WEST B STREET, BELLEVILLE

A CAKE RECEPTION WILL FOLLOW IN THE
CHURCH’S ACTIVITY CENTER




For the Healing of the Nations 621
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To a life of love in fc-tiom help us  rise and pledge our word.
Show us how, through care and good-ness, fear will die and hope in - crease,
In  our com- mon guest for jus-tice may we hal - low life’s brief span.
that by our re-sponse and serv-ice eanh its des -t - ny may find
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WORLS: Fred Kasn (1919- | REGENT SQUARE

MUSHC: Hemry T. Smare (JEL3- 18T BYATAT.
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In 2000, six congregation members from Mingles & Singles, Fireside Club, Elders
Society, Child Study Guild, St. Paul Youth, the Chicken Dinner Committee and Scout
Troop attended a two-day seminar. Why?

Church Council meeting-3rd Thursday @ 6pm | Lori Coleman Scott Martin, son of
Community Dinner-every Tuesday @ Spm Carol Hotz WShlrleé Marﬁm
Culinaires Breakfast-every 3rd Sunday Marllyn Dinkelmann ayne Laughman

. Debbie Mclntyre, daughter Tim Ritter Jr., son of
Mats for Community-3rd Tuesday @ 1pm of Arline Worms Sandy & Tim Ritter
Mission Meeting-2nd Sunday after service Tim Ritter Jerry Hough
Personnel Meeting-2nd Thursday @ 7pm Laura Howie, daughter of Denise Caughman
Quilters-every Tuesday @ 9am Elgee Phillips The lgved ones of qugy
Seekers Adult Bible Study —Tuesdays @ 10am | Alec Zaber Mejas, friend of Mimi
Shufflers-2nd Tuesday of the month @ 12pm Hector Rivera L LlaznasN.

Dawson Anderson Ou Ann Niemann

Wednesdays-Bells (6pm) & Choir (7:15pm) Betty Ricso
With You group-1st Wednesday @ 1pm Linda Minton
Women’s Guild-3rd Wednesday @ 1pm

Please call the church for prayer requests:
618-233-3303 stpaulucc.org

Watch videos on YouTube: Like us on Facebook
https://www.youtube.com/ St Paul UCC, Belleville, 11
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Weekly Attendance - 94M Service

January 14, 2024 45 + Online Participants
January 16, 2023 101 + Online Participants

Offering 1/20/2024 $6,158 General Fund
Needed each week $7.638

Giving to.. $13,768
Budget.. $22 915
Total.. $397,200



https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=st+paul+ucc+administrator+

