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YOUR St. Paul Team 
 

Rev. Michelle Torigian, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Tim Powers-Reed, Ministry Assistant 

Patrick Kinney, Facility Manager 
Dr. Tristan Frampton, Director of Music 

Kevin Chunko, Organist/Pianist 
Sherry Wilhelm, Office Coordinator 

Kathy Buehler, Bookkeeper 
Ian Hipkins, Technology Coordinator 

Evan Wilhelm, Support Staff  
Mary Blaies, Support Staff 

Church office hours:  
Monday - Thursday 

8:30am-4pm 
Friday  

    9am-12pm 

 

OUR ST. PAUL is published monthly.  It is edited by our pastor and produced by the office staff. 
 Material for inclusion may be sent to the church noted for Our St. Paul. 

 

NEXT ISSUE____________      DEADLINE________  _______ MAIL DATE 
              March                                        February 23                   March 1 

 

Church Office  
Contact  

Information:  
618-233-3303 
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Pastor’s Message - “Celebrating Candlemas” 
Recently, I was in St. Augustine for my cousin’s wedding.  In January, the 

town is filled with lights - three million of them, so they say.   
As we walked around town, we could see not only lights still hanging all over 

the establishments and outside of buildings, but Christmas decorations as well.  
The bed and breakfast we stayed in had their Christmas trees still up and 
poinsettias decorating the porch.  Christmas trees were all around town as well.  
All these lights in the depth of winter brought me much joy. 

When I got back home, I saw something familiar around Belleville - Christmas 
trees still up in various places.  In fact, nearing the end of January, I saw trees 
hanging from the ceiling at Pour 322 as well as through the windows at Down the 
Hall Homebrew and Copperfire. 

I am going to confess something here: our tree is still up at home.  Being that 
Armenian Christmas is on Epiphany (January 6), I emphasize to Aaron the 
importance of keeping up Christmas decorations until then.  Because life begins to 
get busy again post Epiphany, the tree takes a little while to fully disassemble after 
that date. 

That being said, I found out that it’s totally legitimate to have one’s Christmas 
tree up until Candlemas which is on February 2! Candlemas is sometimes 
considered the very end of Christmas and Epiphany seasons, and the day 
recognizes the presentation of Jesus in the Temple as well as Mary’s purification.  
Great, I think to myself.  Some traditions take their candles to church to have 
them blessed.  There’s also a neat tradition in Germany that if the sun is shining 
on Candlemas, then the hedgehog will see it’s shadow, and we’ll have second 
winter.  Obviously, our modern-day American Groundhog Day was adapted from 
this practice. 

This is all to say that there is a piece of our souls celebrating any extra light we 
have this time of year.  The one week we had when the sun didn’t shine in January 
weighted on my soul.  When the sun appeared the next week, I had to take a few 
moments to step outside and give thanks to God for the extra light.  

Since days are still so short, we will put the Christmas tree lights on - even in 
late January.  I believe all of these extra lights are a gift from God to hold us 
through the winter months.  Honestly, there are no rules for what works for all of 
you regarding Christmas decorations and lights around your house.  As for 
Candlemas: I’m blessing your candles from afar.  May they bring you joy, 
warmth, and peace.  And may your Candlemas be merry and bright - except for 
the part with the Groundhog; may he not see his shadow so we can have a mild 
February and March. 

Blessings, Pastor Michelle 
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Hoyleton Honors Night 
 

If you are interested in attending 
the Hoyleton Honors Night  
Dinner on February 23 and 
would like to sit with other  

St Paul members, please send 
your check made out to Hoyleton 
Youth and Family Services to the 

church by February 5th. The 
memo line should specify 

Hoyleton Honors Night. The cost 
is $100.00 per person. The night 

begins with registration and a 
cocktail reception at 6 pm and the 
dinner/program begins at 7 pm. 

The church will submit your 
check and RSVP to Hoyleton.  
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Sun Mon Tue 

   
   

 National Cancer  
Prevention Month 

Black History Month 

4   

9am Worship  

10am  Coffee & Doughnuts 

10am-St. Paul Friends Meeting 

 

 

5  
9am-Pickle Ball 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 

 
 
 

National Weatherperson’s 
Day 

6 

9am-Quilters 

10am-Seekers Bible Study 
12pm-Shufflers 
1pm-Website Meeting 
4:30pm-Hygge Hour @ Gruv 
5pm-Community Dinner 

11   Super Bowl Sunday 

9am Worship  

10am Coffee & Doughnuts 

10 am Mission Meeting-Library 
 

National Shut-In  
Visitation Day 

12 
9am-Pickle Ball 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
4:30pm-Investment Meeting 
 
 

 

13 
9am-Quilters 
10am-Seekers Bible Study 
12pm-Shufflers 
5pm-Community Dinner 

 

Fat Tuesday 

 

18  
9am Worship— Music Sunday 
10am-Culinaire’s Breakfast 

 

 

National Drink Wine Day 

19 
PRESIDENT’S DAY 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 

 

20 
9am-Quilters 
10am-Seekers Bible Study 
1pm-Mats for Community 
5pm-Community Dinner 

 

    National Muffin Day 

25 
Annual Congregational Meeting 
9am Worship 
10am Coffee & Doughnuts 

 

 

26 
9am-Pickle Ball 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 

 
 

National Letter  
to an Elder Day 

27 

9am-Quilters 
10am-Seekers Bible Study 
5pm-Community Dinner 

 
 
 

National Retro Day 
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Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
    

LENT BEGINS 2/14/24 1 
10 am-Worship Meeting 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
1:30pm-Christian Ed Meeting 
 

National Freedom Day 
National Dark Chocolate Day 

2 
9:15 am-Pickle Ball 
 
 

 
Ground Hog Day 

National Wear Red Day 

3 
 
 
 

 
National Missing Persons Day 
Ice Cream for Breakfast Day 

Hygge Hour @ Gruv 

7 
9am-Pickle Ball 
12pm-Beginner Pickleball 
1pm-With You Meeting 
6pm-Bells  Rehearsal 
7:15pm-Choir Rehearsal 
 
Send a Card to a Friend Day 

8 

10am-Worship Meeting 
7pm-Personnel Meeting 

 
 
 

National Kite Flying Day 

9 
9:15 am-Pickle Ball 
 

Fine Art Concert 
Greenleaf Singers 

7:30pm 
 

National Pizza Day 

10   
 
 
 

 
The Wedding of Bette Rotert 

and Jerry Bennett 
 

14      ASH WEDNESDAY 
9am-Pickle Ball 
11:30 am-Beginner Pickleball 
7pm-Ash Wed Service 

 
 

Valentine’s Day 

15 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
6pm-Council Meeting  
 

 
 

Singles Awareness Day 

16 
9:15 am-Pickle Ball 
 

 

 

 
National Caregivers Day 

17 
 
 

 

National Random Acts of 

Kindness Day 

21 
9am-Pickle Ball 
11:30 am-Beginner Pickleball 
1pm-Women’s Guild 
6pm-Bells  Rehearsal 
7:15pm-Choir Rehearsal 

 

22 

 
 
 
 

National Chili Day 
National Margarita Day 

23 
9:15 am-Pickle Ball 
6pm-Hoyleton Honors 
Dinner 

 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28     

9am-Pickle Ball 

11:30 am-Beginner Pickleball 
6pm-Bells  Rehearsal 
7:15pm-Choir Rehearsal 

 

29 

 

 

National Toast Day 

National Leap Day 

Rare Disease Day 
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MEMORIALS AND GIFTS 
 

Thank you from St. Paul Church. We appreciate your generosity! 
 

TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF: 

IMO Marilee Black  
Kent Black 

 

IMO Jodie Lippert 
Jeff & Diane Lutz 

 

IMO Walter Beatty 
Ricky & Julie Morton 

 

IMO Linda Mentzer 
Linda Altmansberger 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS 

      November 2023 Attendance: 9am  415 + Online  November 2022    9am:  376 + Online 

      November  2023 All Gifts:   $27,179.97                 November 2022 All Gifts:  $38,555.83 
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2/4-Raymond & Jean Chamberlin 2/1-Jamie Wilson 

2/3-Donna Kelly 

2/3-Donna Nettleton 

2/3-Robert Trentman 

2/4-Cindy Kettler 

2/4-Deborah Meyer 

2/6-Gene Crites 

2/6-Duane Hausmann 

2/8-Marlene Lindauer 

2/10-Gary Friedrich 

2/12-Kay Ortmann 

2/14-Patricia Pierce 

2/16-William James 

2/17-Janet Spencer 

2/18-Brian Mentzer 

2/18-Clarence Wolf 

2/20-Sandra Krummrich 

2/21-Mimi Llamas 

2/23-James Bevirt 

2/23-Jean Sporleder 

2/24-John Hoehn 

2/27-Roger Relfe 

February  
Wedding Anniversaries  

February 
Birthdays  

For Your Prayers 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please send prayer requests to:   

pastormichelle@stpaulucc.org or call 618-233-3303. 

Lori Coleman           
Carol Hotz                   

Marilyn Dinkelmann 

Debbie McIntyre, 
daughter of Arline 
Worms 

Tim Ritter 

Laura Howie, daughter 
of Elgee Phillips 

Alec Zaber 

Hector Rivera 

Dawson Anderson 

Scott Martin, son of 
Shirley Martin 

Betty Rieso 

Linda Minton 

Wayne Caughman 

Tim Ritter Jr., son of 
Sandy & Tim Ritter 

Jerry Hough 

Denise Caughman 

Lou Ann Niemann 
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Labels Here 

Sundays    9am Worship 

                 10am Coffee & Doughnuts 
Culinaire’s’ Breakfast 3rd Sunday of the month 

Weekly events 

Here is how to stay in touch with St. Paul 

1) Watch the services and check for 
event updates on FACBOOK -  

Like us at St. Paul United Church  

of Christ Belleville, IL 

2) Go to stpaulucc.org   

-and you will find: videos of services, 
sermons, archives, and much more!! 

3) Listen to the radio! 690am  

9am Live Sundays & repeat at 9pm  

4) Sign up for the eNews (Newsletter)! 

Senior Pickle Ball  
Mondays & Wednesdays  

@ 9-11am,  

Fridays 9:15-11:15 

Beginners Wednesdays  

@ 11:30 

St Paul UCC ACTIVITY CENTER  

For information call  

St. Clair County Office on Aging:   

618-234-4410 ext. 7034  

Like us on Facebook 
St Paul UCC, Belleville, Il 

Watch videos on YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/ 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=st+paul+ucc+administrator+

