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YOUR St. Paul Team 

 
 

Rev. Michelle Torigian, Senior Pastor 

Dr. Bill Wade, Director of Music  

John Posth, Non-Traditional Music Director 

Patrick Kinney, Facility Manager 

Tina LakeHopper, Office Coordinator 

Stephenie Bauza, Accountant 

Donna Young, Receptionist/Secretary 

Erin Adams, Support Staff  

Rachel Budko, Director of Mother’s Day Out 

Denishia Brock, MDO Teacher 

Lindsey Davis, MDO Teacher 

Diana Haar, MDO Teacher 

Amy LeGrand, MDO Teacher  

Nicole McCullough, MDO Teacher 

Laura Osborn, MDO Teacher 

When you or a loved one is admitted to a hospital, please ask the hospitals to notify the 
church office.  Also please telephone the church Office regarding hospitalized members 

of the St. Paul faith family. The pastor and visitation team will visit church members 
and their families each week.  If you have a new addition to your family, please contact 

the church office so we can keep our records current.   

Your communication is crucial to our ministry! 

OUR ST. PAUL is published monthly.  It is edited by our pastor and produced by the office staff. 
Material for inclusion may be sent to the church noted for Our St. Paul. 

ISSUE_________________DEADLINE________________MAIL DATE 
                        May 2021                            Apr 21                                Apr 29  

Please try  

St. Paul  

online giving! 
 

 

St. Paul UCC Belleville has 
joined the world of  

Technology by bringing  

Online Giving to our church. 
You may now give to St Paul 
Church electronically and pay 

by credit card, debit card or use 
your bank account information.  

Simply log on to stpaulucc.org 
and click the “Online Giving” 

button and follow the 
instructions. You can use this 
form of donating towards the 

Heritage Hall, Operating Fund, 
Building, Radio,  

a Memorial and more.   

Church Office  

Contact Information:  
618-233-3303 

stpaulucc.org 
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Pastor’s Message  
 

 Each season of the year, I would find God’s amazing beauty when traipsing 
around Ault Park in Cincinnati. When I was living in Cincinnati, I would make special trips 
across town to see the blooms in spring, the snow in winter, and the leaves as they 
transform in autumn’s golden hues. 

One photograph I took at Ault Park was through an ornate metal cylinder. It 
overlooked lower lands on Cincinnati’s East Side.  I was able to take the picture so that 
the cylinder framed the bright landscape on the other side, and then used some 
photograph filters to make the colors pop even more. The darkness of the tube 
contrasted the bright landscape on the far side of the photograph. It looked as though 
someone was going through a tunnel and arriving at a land akin to Oz. 

A friend of mine expressed the way she saw the photograph: it was like emerging 
from the shadow-filled tunnel of depression. Low moods will often feel like the gloom of 
tunnels, and when that time is over, everything seems much brighter. 

Anytime we emerge from a tough time, life seems so much brighter—whether it’s 
after a loss, after a physical illness, or when psychological illness is effectively being 
treated.  When I would have surgery, I know I would feel stronger each day, and with the 
added energy, I would feel like I was emerging from a similar tunnel. 

Right now, as we are receiving our vaccines and slowly but steadily emerging 
from the cocoon of the past year, I experience this same sense of leaving the shadow-
filled tunnel.  The days are warmer, the trees are blooming, and we are beginning to 
congregate more often. The first Sunday back at our 4pm service outdoors felt glorious 
as it was mild and sunny. Seeing your cheery, mask-filled faces brought a sense of joy to 
us!   

To me, emerging from the wilderness 
tunnel is an image of Easter. Jesus the Christ 
is exiting a lightless, isolating tomb and re-
entering a world that is bright and full of 
life. Resurrection is something that we have 
all experienced at various points of our lives, 
and I’m pretty sure that we will not escape 
this life without a couple of major wilderness 
stints. The joy that comes with the revival of 
our souls that follows is a gift. 

Easter gives us the chance to name 
the times we’ve emerged from tunnels and 
tombs. This is the season that we give thanks 
for the bright, vivid scenes of the garden 
where Jesus the Christ sits, reminding us that 
there is a new beginning around the corner. 
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Sun Mon Tue 

March 28    PALM SUNDAY  

9am Worship 

10:30 Zoom Social Hour  

4pm Outdoor  

         Worship  

March 29  March 30  

 

6pm Personnel Mtg  

4          EASTER SUNDAY 

9am Worship 

10:45 Worship 

NO Zoom Social Hour  

NO Outdoor Worship  
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 Easter Monday  

Church Closed  

6 

       Nat’l Librarians Day  

11 

9am Worship 

10:30 Zoom Social Hour  

4pm Outdoor Worship  

 

 

12 

         

13 

         

18 

9am Worship 

10:30 Zoom Special Cong Mtg 

NO Zoom Social Hour  

4pm Outdoor Worship  

19 

              Bicycle Day  

20 

25       

9am  Worship 

10:30 Zoom Social Hour  

4pm Outdoor Worship  

26 

Pretzel Day  

27 
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Wed Thu Fri Sat 

March 31  1 

April Fools Day  

Maundy Thursday  

2 

Good Friday  

3  

Nat’l Love Our Children Day 

7 

      Nat’l Walking Day  

 

8 

           

9 

    

 

          

10 

        Nat’l Siblings Day  

 14 

 

15 

        6pm Council Zoom  

 

16 

        

17 

         

21 

Administrative Professionals 

Day  

22 

               Earth Day  

23 24 

28 

Nat’l Superhero Day  

29 30 

Arbor Day  
April is also:  

Nat’l Autism Awareness 

Month 

Nat’l Child Abuse Awareness 

Month  

Stress Awareness Month  
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April Anniversarys April Birthdays  

4/3     Lonnie & Cindy 
 Kettler 
4/4    Tom & Kathy 
 Birkner 
4/14  Darwin &  
 Mary Lu Bretsch 
 

S 
t. 
 

P 
a 
u 
l 

4/4 Cheryl Cooper 
4/7 Peggy Burke 
4/8 Dennis Luehder 
4/9     Pastor Michelle  
4/12 Millie Wilson 
4/14 Patrick Kinney 
4/17 Lisa Smith 
 David Steen 

4/18 Michael West 
4/19 Sue Hoffmann 
 Duane Trickey 
4/20 Jacob Florek 
4/21 Rachel Dziaba 
4/28 John Posth 
4/29 Richard  
 Erdmann 
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Revenues 2021 Final Budget  2021 Feb Actuals     YTD Actuals  % of Budget  

   Congregational Offerings $400,256.18  $29,438.10  60,349.10  15.08% 

   MDO Tuition/Other Income $81,450.00  5,103.10 8,118.75  9.97% 

   MDO Fundraiser / Memorials $0.00 $0.00  0.00  N/A 

   Special Stewardship Events  $3,000.00  914.00  939.00  31.30% 

   Rental Income - 205 W B Street $9,900.00  825.00  1,650.00  16.67% 

   Building Fund  $20,000.00  1,085.00  4,205.00  21.03% 

   Outreach / Various Missions $0.00  1,135.00  10,413.27  N/A 

   Memorials $11,000.00  1,005.00  1,610.00  14.64% 

   Bequests     $0.00  0.00  10,000.00  N/A 

   Building Income  $0.00 0.00  0.00   

   Pastoral Honorarium  $1,200.00  0.00  175.00  14.58% 

   Pastoral Expense Revenue  $0.00  5.00  5.00  N/A 

   Investment Income / Michelson Income  $11,000.00  0.00  0.00  0.00% 

   Endowment Distribution  (per guidelines) $72,750.00  0.00  0.00  0.00% 

   Endowment Distribution (Cap. Exp.) $25,000.00  0.00  0.00  0.00% 

   Other Income  $4,500.00  19.85  28.91  0.64% 

   Total Operating Revenues  $640,056.18  $39,530.70  $97,494.03  15.23% 

   Team Revenues  $10,000.00  839.35  $844.05   

    Capital Expenses    $0.00   

    HH Window Repair & Paint    $0.00   

   Grand Total  $650,056.18  $40,370.05  $98,338.08  15.13% 

Expenses      

   Personnel ($319,711.18) (25,015.13) (46,884.68) 14.66% 

  Administrative Support  
   (formerly Operating Expenses) 

(39,400.00) (4,848.06) (6,135.96) 15.57% 

  Outreach (formerly Mission Board) (14,425.00) (5,087.50) (5,087.50) 35.27% 

   Education (MDO listed separately) (3,275.00) (32.62) 191.39 -5.84% 

  Stewardship  (1,425.00) (457.95) (1,085.12) 76.15% 

   Property  (179,215.00) (22,883.00) (29,144.21) 16.63% 

  Congregational Care (formerly Worship Bd) (15,155.00) (945.66) (23.91) 0.16% 

   MDO (81,450.00) (8,327.48) (13,135.17) 16.13% 

   General Fund  0.00 0.00 0.00 N/A 

Total Operating Expense (650,056.18) (67,597.40) (101,305.16) 15.58% 

Difference between Revenue & Expenses   ($27,227.35) (2,967.08)  
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ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS 

Feb 2021   Attendance: 9am   virtual    4pm    virtual         Feb 2020   601 

                  Online Services  All Gifts:   $35,958.25        All Gifts:    $35,322.24           

Gifts exclude MDO revenue and endowment distributions, but does include investment  income.     

MEMORIALS AND GIFTS 
The following memorials and gifts have been received by St. Paul Church: 

TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF: 

 
 

IMO Marilee Black 
Kent Black 

  
IMO Ron Schantz 

Gloria Strohm 
Donna Davis 

 

 
 

IMO Louise Joergens 
Donna Davis 

 
IMO Jean Eckert  

Janet Nobel 

CORRECTION 
TO ANNUAL REPORT: 

Ruth Klingel’s name was accidentally omitted from the list of Choir  
members in Congregational Care section of the 2020 Annual Report.  

 
Thank you to Ruth Klingel for her understanding and dedication.  

St. Paul UCC Prayer List  

 

Family of Elizabeth Schmidt (Stephen Schmidt mother) 
Family of Rev. Douglas Anders 

 

Walter Beatty  
Dottie Engelsdorfer             

Phil McClary, Lynn Koehler’s nephew 
Carl Schneider  
Sherry Stepp   

Carol Wilkinson, Oriana’s aunt  

PRAYER  
REQUESTS 

Please send prayer requests 
to 

tlakehopper@stpaulucc.org 
or call 233-3303  
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Sundays    9am Worship 

                 10:30 am Zoom Social Hour 

                 4pm Worship  

Weekly events  
PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please send prayer requests to 

tlakehopper@stpaulucc.org 
or call 618-233-3303  

Stay in touch with St. Paul!! 
 

1)Watch the services and check for  

event updates on FACEBOOK -  

Like us at St. Paul United Church  

of Christ Belleville, IL 

 

2) Go to stpaulucc.org   
- and you will find: videos of services,  

sermons, archives, and much more!! 

 

3) Listen to the radio! 690am  

9am Live Sundays& repeat at 9pm  
 

 

4) Sign up for the eNews (Newsletter)! 

Call the church office or  

email tlakehopper@stpaulucc.org 
 

Praying for your health and well-being! 


