
  

“No matter who you are,  
No matter where you are      
on life’s journey,  
You are welcome here.” 
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 OT = Old Testament        NT = New Testament       �  Please stand if able  

 

Welcome to Worship 

at St. Paul UCC 

 

    We are glad you are here! 

————————————————————————— 
9 am  Worship ~ online 

————————————————————————— 

Information for our friends ~   
Our 9am Virtual Worship Service is inspired with hymns, scripture and a uplifting, 

 theological based sermon and can be seen on Facebook live, on stpauluccorg  

 (our website - and watched at your convenience), and heard on KSTL-690 AM radio 

 & streamed on Jubilee690.com at 9am Sundays and repeated at 9pm.  

 Please send prayer requests by email to tlakehopper@stpaulucc.org or call  

 the church office at 618-233-3303.  

 We want to know that you are listening / watching online!           

      Please call, email or message us! 

 If you would like a call or know someone who might need a call, please let us know. 

 To continue your offering during this difficult time, go to stpaulucc.org   

 for online giving or contact the church office to set up automatic withdrawal. 

 When you or a loved one is admitted to a hospital, please ask the hospital to notify  

 the church office. If you have a new addition to your family, if your address or  

 phone changes, please contact the church office so we can keep our records     

 current.   

 WORSHIP LEADERS 

  Senior Pastor………………………………………..………………….……...…..Rev. Michelle Torigian  

  Director of Faith Formation & Care……………………………………………...…..Craig Bielke   

  Music Director ……………..…………….….....…………….………………………………Dr. Bill Wade  

  Director of Non-Traditional Music…………………………………………………..….John Posth  

Like us on -- 
St Paul United Church of Christ,  
Belleville, Illinois  

 
 
 

Watch videos on YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/ 
stpauluccbelleville 
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St. Paul  
United Church of Christ  

Epiphany Sunday 

 

 January 3, 2021     9:00 am 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

 

WELCOME  
 
PRELUDE                          God Rest Ye, Merry Gentlemen   
                                                       Traditional English Melody, arr. by Barbara Owen  
 

ENTRY INTO WORSHIP  

 The light shines in shadows 
 And shadows did not overtake the light. 
 The light shines in each space. 
 No gloom, no despair will overtake it. 
 The light shines in our souls. 
 The shadows of life did not shade Divine light. 
 We celebrate the light of Christ 
 A steadfast presence from the beginning 
 Which will shine through the end of time. 
 
INVOCATION 
          Holy Lamplighter, as night prematurely encroaches upon us each                 
          day, may your illumination brighten our souls.  As we wait for             
          dawn’s first glimmer, may the warmth you carry radiate across   
          this community.  Kindle our hearts made cold by the world’s   
          frostiness, and brighten the road ahead as we ponder what is most  
          important in our lives.  Amen.  
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OPENING HYMN        We Three Kings of Orient Are  (KINGS OF ORIENT)  
                                       

                                                             Verses 1, 2, and 5    Text and Music by John Henry Hopkins Jr.  

continued 
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PRAYER OF RECONSILIATION 
 Spirit of God, we have blocked your light and love from our 
 neighbors. We have barricaded the Divine glow which enlightens and 
 empowers all of us. We have turned our backs on the gleam of your 
 wisdom, God. 

  

 Yet no matter how far we flee, your light still flows near.  You will never 
 hide your light from us.  Encourage us to open doors and shutters to 
 your brilliance so that your illumination will reach our souls. May this 
 enlightenment bring us closer to your intentions for this earth.  Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF GRACE  
 God’s warmth melts our hardened hearts. God’s brilliance lights the 
 path on which we will start again. May we embrace God’s luminosity   
 as we start on this new year journey.  Amen!  
 

 
CHILDREN’S CHAT with Craig Bielke  
 
ANTHEM                             God of Mercy, God of Grace  

              

  Text: Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847) Music by Jerry F. Davidson (b. 1942) St. James Music Press (License #17755)    

 God of Mercy, God of grace, 
 Show the brightness of Thy face; 
 Shine upon us, Savior, shine, 
 Fill Thy Church with light divine 
 And Thy saving health extend,  
 Unto earth's remotest end. 

 

 Let thy people praise Thee, Lord 
 Be by all that live adored; 
 Let the nations shout and sing 
 Glory to their Savior King; 
 Let all below, above, 
 One in joy, and light, and love. 
 One in joy, and light, and love. 



6 

Information about today’s service:  All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded.   Hymns used with permission 
through OneLicense.net License #A-715913  Worship service written by Rev. Michelle Torigian.  God of Mercy God of Grace-St. 
James Music Press (License #17755).  

SCRIPTURE          Luke 2:22-40     Matthew 2:1-12 

SERMON                                  Getting Unstuck  
  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
RELECTION OF GIVING  
 As we seek the presence of God in our lives, we will begin to sense 
 how God is calling us to use our gifts to build our church, our 
 community, and our world.  It is a privilege to share what we have 
 been given to love and light this earth. 
  
 And we pray together: 
  
 Divine Lamplighter, in gratitude, we share our treasures, our talents, 
 and our time with this congregation.  We humbly ask that you 
 illuminate our minds and hearts as we use all our resources to craft a 
 just world for all.  Amen. 
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SERVICE OF COMMUNION  
Invitation 
 Here at this table, let the Divine Spark enter our lives. 
 Let the Holy Light aid us in seeing the Christ in our midst. 
 The Brightness of Jesus the Christ will illuminate our way. 
 The Radiance of the Christ will warm our hearts. 
 God is shining upon you! 
 And God’s light streams upon you! 
 Open your hearts. We open them to the brilliance of God. 
 Let us give thanks for the light and love of God. 
 We praise our Creator with joy and thanksgiving. 

  

Prayer 
 We abide in our individual spaces eager to experience the presence of 
 the Christ. The Christ is gleaming in each of our homes, in our 
 neighborhoods, and as we interact online, summoning us to share love 
 and light as we share love and kindness across this earth. 

  

 On the night before Jesus died, when some were plotting to extinguish 
 the Holy Light, warmth was shared between friends. Jesus took bread. 
 In his blessing, he passed the Divine Glow to his followers. As he 
 broke the bread, he reminded them to eat in remembrance of him. 

  

 Later that same evening, Jesus took the cup.  He blessed it and invited 
 his friends to taste from the cup of grace. “Do this, as often as you 
 drink of this, for the remembrance of me.”’ 
 Holy Spirit, may your Divine Glow bless this bread and cup. Warm 
 our hearts made cold by a chilled world. May this meal inspire us to 
 carry your warmth into our world.  Amen. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 God of Light and Love, we cherish this table in this season when the 
 nights are long and cold. Through this meal, the Christ, and our 
 neighbors, our hearts have warmed. May the comfort in our souls 
 sustain us through winter and nudge us to love our neighbors. With 
 gratitude, we leave here energized to kindle your love in this world. 
 Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN       On This Day Earth Shall Ring  (PERSONENT HODIE) 

                                               Verses 1,3, and 4  

                                               Text: Piae Cantiones, 1582  Music: arr. Gustav Holst, 1917  
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BENEDICTION  

 As we travel dim spaces during this new year, God, 
 Be our Divine Lamplighter.   
 May your light shine on the road ahead of us. 
 May the warmth from your flame melt the frost covering our hearts. 
 May our souls come alive at the sight of your brilliance. 
 And may your light draw us closer to our neighbors  
 as we begin this season together. 
 Amen! 
  

 

POSTLUDE                       Fantasia on "We Three Kings"  
                                                                                                  arr. by John S. Dixon  
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We’re glad  
you’re here! 
————— 
News & Notes  

 W
elcom

e 

 
 

stpaulucc.org 
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Contact Susan Relfe for further information    
618-698-5176    susanrelfe@att.net  
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Question : How many confirmation classes were   
   celebrated in Heritage Hall?  
 

Archives Artifacts ~ St. Paul trivia from the desk of Roger Henke 

             
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sundays         9am Worship-online  

     10:30am   Zoom Social Hour 

     4pm          Online Worship 

       ———————————— 

Here is how to stay in touch 
with St. Paul!! 

 

1)Watch the services and check for 
event updates on FACEBOOK -  

Like us at St. Paul United Church  

of Christ Belleville, IL 

 

2) Go to stpaulucc.org   
- and you will find: videos of services, 
sermons, archives, and much more!! 

 

3) Listen to the radio! 690am  

9am Live Sundays& repeat at 9pm  
 

 

4) Sign up for the eNews (Newsletter)! 

Call the church office or  

email tlakehopper@stpaulucc.org 
 

Praying for your health and well-being! 

This Week  For Your Prayers 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please send prayer requests to 

tlakehopper@stpaulucc.org 
or call 618-233-3303 /580-4440 

Thank you! 

 

 

The family of Joan Sackmann 
 

Donna Thomas 
 

James, Kevin, & Chaz 

Answer:  98 


