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Please try
St. Paul
online giving!
St. Paul UCC Belleville has
joined the world of
Technology by bringing
Online Giving to our church.
You may now give to St Paul
Church electronically and pay
by credit card, debit card or use
your bank account information.
Simply log on to stpaulucc.org
and click the “Online Giving”
button and follow the
instructions. You can use this
form of donating towards the
Heritage Hall, Operating Fund,
Building, Radio,
a Memorial and more.

When you or a loved one is admitted to a hospital, please ask the hospitals to notify the
church office. Also please telephone the church Office regarding hospitalized members
of the St. Paul faith family. The pastor and visitation team will visit church members
and their families each week. If you have a new addition to your family, please contact
the church office so we can keep our records current.
Your communication is crucial to our ministry!
OUR ST. PAUL is published monthly. It is edited by our pastor and produced by the office staff.
Material for inclusion may be sent to the church noted for Our St. Paul.
ISSUE_________________DEADLINE________________MAIL DATE

Jan 2021

Dec 15
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Pastor’s Message
Cultivating Joy

Scripture tells us that joy is never too far away from us. Psalm 30:5 states “Weeping may linger for the night,
but joy comes with the morning. John 16:22 says this: “So also you have sorry now, but I will see you again,
and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you. And Psalm 126:5 claims “Those who
sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy.”
When we are able to embrace the joy that is already present, our hearts become hopeful as Paul says to the
Romans “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy
Spirit you may abound in hope.”

This is the year we need to cultivate as much joy for ourselves and others. I know that around this time of year
and into January, the early sunsets can make us all feel physically and spiritually exhausted. Seeking joy can
enliven our souls. Here are some ideas for you:
*For those of you on the internet, hold a Christmas-theme Zoom/Facetime/Google Hangouts
Party. Virtual parties are being held all around our world this year, and this is a way to bring your family and
group of friends together. I have truly appreciated my time virtually hanging out with my friends from
Cincinnati including many who now live all around the country.
*Schedule a day filled with Christmas movies. Some of you may watch Hallmark movies all day, and
others may watch mainstream Christmas comedies like National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation and
Elf. Whichever brings you the most joy, embrace it!
*Make something and drop it off on a friend’s or congregant’s porch. For some of you, the creation may
be a cake and for others it could be a knitted scarf. Harness your gifts and utilize them to deliver joy to a
neighbor and, in the process, finding some cheer for yourself.
*Expand your Christmas card list this year. While you may have tapered your list, this may be the year to
include more people with whom you have lost contact or people in the church who may not be able to leave
their homes.
*Create new rituals. Since this year Christmas will be different than in other years, rituals will need to be
adjusted. It’s also an opportunity to create something new. What would a five minute prayer ritual before
midnight on New Year's Day look like to you? Have you thought about spending time with your immediate
family driving around looking at Christmas lights? Even as a church, we are looking at new rituals just as we
had Drive Through Communion prior to Thanksgiving. Events like this cultivate joy.
Finally, recognize the moments of joy that you may have experienced this year. Here’s your challenge: find
or take photos which represent the joy you experienced since the beginning of our pandemic time. Send
them to me by December 7, and we will use them for a future worship service this Advent. Seeing the joy that
others have experienced may encourage others to seek out the joy we have embraced this year.
With the days very short and sunset occurring before 5pm, the lights of joy will illuminate our shadows. May
we seek the delights of life and the comfort of God even in these weeks of the sun setting early in this
pandemic world.
Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and New Year Blessings to you and your families!
Pastor Michelle
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From The President’s Corner
Welcome to December! As we start this last month of 2020, it’s hard to realize that
Christmas is approximately four weeks from now and the New Year is not far behind.
However, as we all know, and as evidenced by Thanksgiving activities, our Christmas holiday
events will I’m sure, be very different than any we’ve ever known due to the coronavirus which
is all around us. With this in mind, I hope everyone continues to be safe and take all the
precautions and safety measures recommended to us by the health experts as we all together
continue to combat this awful disease.
As I have said several times before, we’re still conducting most of our church activities
and making our decisions in a large part through our established Teams, the Executive Council
and the Council itself using our virtual mediums that we all have gotten so used to this year.
However, this takes a concerted, vigorous and continued effort on the part of many of our
members and our supportive church staff. No better evidence of that is the team starting with
Pastor Michelle and Craig, as well as others that continues to produce our Sunday virtual
services, our Zoom meetings and fellowship hours and the many other things we all enjoy
through that medium. Continued thanks also to Dr. Bill Wade and John Posth and all of our
church choir members who put in several hours each week to produce our wonderful music that
we all enjoy each Sunday morning.
As the virus numbers continue to escalate in our County and in our Region, we made a
decision in late November to have all services through the end of the year conducted virtually. I
am absolutely convinced that this was the right decision to protect all of us and those around us.
I’m confident that we’ll be very deliberate in our plans to reopen in 2021 and then do it slowly
and methodically. That’s the only right thing to do.
I also want to mention again that our church office reopening has worked out quite well
for everyone. If you have business that requires you to visit the church, please ring the bell at
the office doors on the B Street side. If you can, please call the church office before arrival so
they will be expecting you. And don’t forget your mask!
I also want to thank all the people who have worked so hard on our reopening plans for
our Mother’s Day Out program taking into consideration all of the virus concerns and
precautions that must be addressed. Hopefully that program can open sometime in January 2021
and continue to be a success.
As this is my last report to you as your current president since taking over on the first of
March of this year, I want to sincerely thank each and every one who has helped or supported
me in any way to make the decisions we made and the actions implemented for our church and
our people. And I cannot forget the staff we have that so diligently works to help all of us carry
out the mission of our church.
I’m completely confident and excited with the slate of officers and other new Council
members that have been nominated to lead us forward in 2021. I offer my complete support and
help to each one of them in whatever way I can assist. I’m sure the new officers and council
members will carry on in a superb manner working through the various Council teams, the
Executive Council and the Council itself to move our church forward.
Again, a most heartfelt thanks to you all for your unwavering support.
Peace to All,
Wayne Caughman, President
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Dear Member of St. Paul UCC,
In this unique year, we at St. Paul UCC have tried to continue business as usual even as it looks different.
Videos of our worship services are streaming on multiple platforms. Most of our meetings have been done
through the Zoom app. We have held drive through communion and worship outdoors.
Our attempts at doing business as usual in new ways continues this month. In order to keep our
congregants, volunteers, and staff as safe as possible, the church is fully remote until January 1 at the
earliest. This means that our Election and Budget Meeting will also be held online, and this meeting will
be held on Sunday, December 20, 2020 at 10:30 am. Please note: we still need 50 to attend virtually for
the meeting to have a quorum.
We will be voting on the following three items: (1) additions to our bylaws which indicate that we are able
to hold meetings virtually; (2) the budget for 2021; (3) our slate of officers for 2021. This information,
including an abbreviated budget, is attached /in this OSP. If you would like a copy of the full proposed
budget for 2021, please call the church office.
We know many of our congregants have not had the opportunity to use Zoom. There are a couple of ways
to access the meeting.
Through your computer please join here:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8676056534
You can also go to the zoom website and plug in this meeting number: 867 605 6534
You can access the meeting through your phone. Please call the following phone number: (312) 6266799.
If you will be joining by phone, please sign on to the meeting early at 10:15am for us to match up your
phone number with your name(s).
We will have a couple of practice sessions. First of all, you can join us through your preferred
method (internet or phone) at one of the two times:
Thursday, December 10 from 3-3:30pm
Sunday, December 13 from 10-10:30am
You can join the practice sessions through the link or phone number above.
Thank you for your willingness to adapt during this time. We appreciate that all of you have continued to
share your gifts throughout this year. Your contributions bring us much joy and hope as we head into 2021!
Blessings,

Wayne Caughman, President of St. Paul UCC Church Council
Rev. Michelle Torigian, Senior Pastor
5

2021 Proposed Budget - please review, will be voted on at Online / Zoom
Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 20th at 10:30am
2020 YTD
1/1/20 11/25/20

2020 Final
Budget

2021 Proposed
Budget

REVENUE
130100 - Congregational Offerings

400,256.18

$344,648.61

$411,574.22

130102 - MDO Tuition/Other Income

$48,834.44

$111,535.00

81,450.00

130104 - Special Stewardship Events*

$4,441.00

$3,000.00

3,000.00

130105 - Rental Income-205 W B St.

$8,950.00

$9,600.00

9,900.00

130500 - Building Fund

$21,350.00

$24,500.00

20,000.00

1302xx - Outreach (Various Missions #)

$25,246.00

$0.00

0.00

$8,514.99

$13,000.00

11,000.00

$0.00

$0.00

0.00

131300 - Building Income

$2,481.00

$11,000.00

0.00

131400 - Pastoral Honorarium

$1,135.00

$1,500.00

1,200.00

$418.00

$0.00

0.00

131500 - Investment Income /Michelson Income
131600 - Distribution from Endowment (Per Guidelines)

$17,040.00

$10,620.00

11,000.00

$50,361.28

$60,000.00

72,750.00

131650 - Distribution from Endowment (Cap. Exp.)

$0.00

$27,100.00

25,000.00

$67,758.72

$6,500.00

4,500.00

$601,179.04

$689,929.22

$640,056.18

$13,834.70

$20,000.00

10,000.00

$615,013.74

$709,929.22

$650,056.18

131100 - Memorials
131200 - Bequests

131499 - Pastoral Expense Revenue

131900 - Other Income
Total Operating Revenues
Team Revenues
Grand Total
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Questions about 2021 Proposed Budget? Please contact Church Office
2020 YTD
1/1/20 -

2020 Final
Budget

(258,080.09)

($342,588.22)

($319,711.18)

2021 Proposed
Budget

EXPENSES
Personnel
Total Personnel
ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT formerly Operating Expenses
Total Expenses

($35,787.52)

($45,550.00)

($39,400.00)

Outreach (formerly Mission Board)
Total Expenses

($32,900.38)

($15,100.00)

($14,425.00)

($563.30)

($2,500.00)

($3,275.00)

($926.79)

($1,600.00)

($1,425.00)

($179,081.00)

($175,215.00)

($5,583.23)

($11,975.00)

($15,155.00)

($53,920.11)

($111,535.00)

($81,450.00)

($648.34)

$0.00

$0.00

($709,929.22)

($650,056.18)

$0.00

($0.00)

Education (MDO listed separate)
Total Expenses
Stewardship
Total Expenses
Property
Total Expenses

(133,738.79)

Congregational Care (formerly Worship Board)
Total Expenses
Mother’s Day Out
Total Expenses
General Fund
Total Expenses
Total Operating Expense

(522,138.55)
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Difference between Revenue & Expenses

$92,875.19

Recommended Additions to the 1/12/20 Bylaws
To be voted on at the online / Zoom Congregational Meeting
December 20 at 10:30am

Article VII, Section 2 A
ADD 6. If necessary and properly communicated to the Congregation (of St. Paul UCC),
all Congregational Business meetings may be conducted remotely by one (1) or more
means of communication through which all voting Covenant and Associate Congregational members may participate and vote in the meeting if the number participating
constitutes a quorum (of 50).
Article VIII, Section 1 H
ADD 1. Any meeting of the Church Council may be conducted by one (1) or more
means of remote communication through which all voting Church Council members may participate and vote in the meeting if the number participating constitutes a
quorum (7).
Article VIII, Section 4
ADD A. Any meeting of the Executive Council may be conducted by one (1) or more
means of remote communication through which all voting Executive Council members
may participate and vote in the meeting (if the number participating constitutes a
quorum).
Article X, Section 1
ADD J. Any meeting of the Ministry or Administrative Core Teams may be conducted
by one (1) or more means of remote communication through which all voting Core
Team members may participate and vote (if the number participating constitutes a
quorum).
Article X, Section 2 A
ADD 1. (Teams may be………)
ADD 2 Any meeting of an Appointed Team may be conducted by one (1) or more
means of remote communication through which all voting Appointed Team members
may participate and vote (if the number participating constitutes a quorum).
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Slate of Officers for St. Paul UCC 2021

To be voted on at the online / Zoom Congregational Meeting
December 20 at 10:30am
President
Steven Schmidt
Vice President
Marlene Mueller
Secretary
Pam Elser
Personnel Chair
Doug Bush
Stewardship Chair
Peggy Burke
Outreach Co-Chair
Pete Kobernus
Education Co-Chair
Marlene Mueller
Congregational Care Co-Chair
Debbie Lippert
Delegates to Conference
Syndy Kalinowski, Terry Kalinowski, Laureen Torigian, & Sandy Wagner
Remaining on Council for the Second Year of their Term:
Treasurer
Dana Rosenzweig
Property Chair
Laura Armstrong
Outreach Co-Chair
Roger Harris
Education Co-Chair
Sandy Ritter
Congregational Care Co-Chair
Susan Relfe
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Sun

Mon

Tue
1
Giving Tuesday
National Christmas
Lights Day
World AIDS Day

6 2nd Sunday of Advent
9am Online Worship
With Communion
10:30 am Zoom Social
4pm Online Worship
National Miner’s Day
St. Nicholas Day

7
Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day

8
National Brownie Day

Letter Writing Day
Write a letter to
someone you miss!

13 3rd Sunday of Advent
9am Online Worship
10am Zoom Practice for Cong
Meeting (see page 5)
10:30 am Zoom Social
11:30 Social Justice Book Club
4pm Online Worship

14

15
National Cupcake Day

20 4th Sunday of Advent
9am Online Worship

21
Blue Christmas Service
Online at 7pm
Winter Solstice
National Homeless Person’s
Remembrance Day

22

27
9am Online Worship
10:30 am Zoom Social
4pm Online Worship

28
Card Playing Day
If its solitaire or rummy,
Play a game today.

National Fruitcake Day

National Call A Friend Day
Who are you going to call ?

29
National “Still Need
to Do” Day
What do you still
need to do?

10:30 am Online / Zoom
Congregational Meeting
4pm Online Worship

12

Wed
2

Thu
3
International Day of
Persons with Disabilities

Fri
4
National Cookie Day
National Sock Day
Wear your favorite or
fun socks!

9
Christmas Card Day
Time to mail your
Christmas Cards to
your family and friends!

10 Hanukkah begins
Human Rights Day

16

17

11
National Salespersons Day
Thank a Salesperson!

Sat
5
National Volunteer Day
See how you can help in a
safe way or plan to help
when its safe again.

12
Gingerbread House Day
National Poinsettia Day

18
Ugly Sweater Day
Proudly wear your
ugliest sweater!

19

25

26 Kwanzaa begins

Council meeting

23

24

Christmas Eve
Church Office closed
Service online at 4:30pm
(can be watched anytime
after on Facebook, YouTube
or stpaulucc.org)

Christmas Day
Church Office Closed

Thank You Note Day
Remember to Thank
those who think of you
National Candy Cane Day

30
National Bacon Day

31 New Years Eve

Jan 1 New Years Day
Church Office Closed

National Champagne Day
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14

15

S
t.
P
a
u
l
December
Birthdays

December
Anniversarys
12/14 Richard &
Ruth Ann
Erdmann
12/15 Bob & Bev
Vokes
12/27 Scott & Peggy
Burke

12/1 Haley Steen
Linda Herrmann
12/2 Michael Wagner
12/3 Debbie Lippert
Judith Saeger
12/4 Donna Thomas
12/5 Nancy Scharf
12/6 Robert Jung
12/8 Thomas Mentzer
12/11 Jerilyn
Hausmann
12/12 Carolyn Busse
12/14 Walter Beatty
12/15 Carolyn Hazelip
12/16 Bruce Elser

16

Todd Keller
12/19 Patricia
Oberholtzer
12/27 Carol Hotz
12/28 Billy Ruth Pelc
Marilyn Young
12/30 Linda Minton
12/31 Rose Hoy
Elvera Juenger
Dolly Kirsch
Larry Reeble

17

18

19

20

21

Prayer List
Family of Helen Lehr
Christopher Clark, Beverly Clark’s son
Mary Ann Gain, Tammy Flach’s mom
Lynn Koehler
Billy Ruth Pelc
Shirley Martin
Rick Reeble, son of Sue & Larry Reeble
Tim Ritter
Joan Sackmann

PRAYER
REQUESTS
Please send prayer
requests to
tlakehopper@stpaulucc.org
or call 233-3303

MEMORIALS AND GIFTS
The following memorials and gifts have been received by St. Paul Church:
TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

IMO Marilee Black
Kent Black
IMO Theresa Yung
Robert Yung

IMO Gerry Boeschen
(Radio)
Terry & Synthia Kalinowski

ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS
Oct 2020 Attendance: 134 (Outside Services)
Oct 2019 569
Online Services All Gifts: $34,415.87 (4 Sundays)
All Gifts: $31,344.58 (4 Sundays)
Gifts exclude MDO revenue and endowment distributions, but does include investment income.
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Contact Susan Relfe for further info
618-698-5176 susanrelfe@att.net

Revenues

2020 Final Budget

2020 Oct Actuals

YTD Actuals

% of Budget

Congregational Offerings

$411,574.22

$27,800.00

$307,072.61

74.61%

MDO Tuition/Other Income

$111,535.00

($600.00)

$46,965.50

42.11%

$0.00

$0.00

Special Stewardship Events

$3,000.00

$1,179.00

$3,548.00

118.27%

Rental Income - 205 W B Street

$9,600.00

$850.00

$8,125.00

84.64%

$24,500.00

$1,102.00

$20,087.00

81.99%

$0.00

$2,202.00

$23,686.00 N/A

$13,000.00

$225.00

$0.00

$0.00

$11,000.00

$0.00

$2,381.00

21.65%

$1,500.00

$0.00

$1,135.00

75.67%

$0.00

$318.00

Investment Income / Michelson Income

$10,620.00

$0.00

$17,040.00

160.45%

Endowment Distribution (per guidelines)

$60,000.00

$0.00

$50,361.28

83.94%

Endowment Distribution (Cap. Exp.)

$27,100.00

$0.00

$0.00

0.00%

$6,500.00

$74.40

$67,745.11

1042.23%

$689,929.22

$33,150.40

$558,723.43

80.98%

$20,000.00

$295.47

$12,614.57

MDO Fundraiser / Memorials

Building Fund
Outreach / Various Missions
Memorials
Bequests
Building Income
Pastoral Honorarium
Pastoral Expense Revenue

Other Income
Total Operating Revenues
Team Revenues
Capital Expenses

$1,793.94 N/A

$8,404.99

64.65%

$0.00 N/A

$378.00 N/A

$0.00

HH Window Repair & Paint

$2,945.00
$709,929.22

$33,445.87

$571,338.00

80.48%

($342,588.22)

(23,785.45)

(258,070.09)

75.33%

Administrative Support
(formerly Operating Expenses)

(45,550.00)

(2954.30)

(33,221.17)

72.93%

Outreach (formerly Mission Board)

(15,100.00)

(2,066.25)

(31,415.38)

208.05%

Education (MDO listed separately)

(2,500.00)

(56.36)

(509.32)

20.37%

Stewardship

(1,600.00)

(211.05)

(926.79)

57.92%

(179,081.00)

(13,401.18)

(123,128.35)

68.76%

(11,975.00)

(567.08)

(4,466.27)

37.30%

(111,535.00)

(951.64)

(53,848.08)

48.28%

(488.34)

(648.34)

N/A

(44,484.54)

(506,233.79)

71.31%

(11,038.78)

65,104.21

Grand Total
Expenses

Personnel

Property
Congregational Care (formerly Worship Bd)
MDO
General Fund
Total Operating Expense
Difference between Revenue & Expenses
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Weekly events
Sundays

PRAYER REQUESTS

9am Online Worship
10:30 am Zoom Social Hour
4pm Online worship

Please send prayer requests to
pastormichelle@stpaulucc.org
or call 233-3303

Stay in touch with St. Paul!!
1)Watch the services and check for
event updates on FACEBOOK Like us at St. Paul United Church
of Christ Belleville, IL
2) Go to stpaulucc.org
- and you will find: videos of services,
sermons, archives, and much more!!
3) Listen to the radio! 690am
9am Live Sundays& repeat at 9pm
4) Sign up for the eNews (Newsletter)!
Call the church office or
email tlakehopper@stpaulucc.org
Praying for your health and well-being!
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