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  YOUR St. Paul Team 

 

 

Rev. Michelle Torigian, Senior Pastor 

Craig Bielke, Director of Faith Formation & Care 

Dr. Bill Wade, Director of Music  

Patrick Kinney, Facility Manager 

Tina LakeHopper, Office Coordinator 

Stephenie Bauza, Accountant 

Donna Young, Receptionist/Secretary 

Stephanie Elmore, Staff Support 

Kyle Adams, Staff Support  

Nick Wilhelm, Staff Support 

Rachel Budko, Director of Mother’s Day Out 

Leah Beth Black, MDO Teacher 

Lindsey Davis, MDO Teacher 

Diana Haar, MDO Teacher 

Jennifer Hadley, MDO Teacher 

Tanya Hasenstab, MDO Teacher 

Amy LeGrand, MDO Teacher  

Lynn McCullough, MDO Teacher 

Nicole McCullough, MDO Teacher 

Kim Nunnally, MDO Teacher 

Laura Osborn, MDO Teacher 

When you or a loved one is admitted to a hospital, please ask the hospitals to notify the 
church office.  Also please telephone the church Office regarding hospitalized members 

of the St. Paul faith family. The pastor and visitation team will visit church members 
and their families each week.  If you have a new addition to your family, please contact 

the church office so we can keep our records current.   

Your communication is crucial to our ministry! 

OUR ST. PAUL is published monthly.  It is edited by our pastor and produced by the office staff. 

Material for inclusion may be sent to the church noted for Our St. Paul. 

ISSUE_________________DEADLINE________________MAIL DATE 

                           March  2020                          Feb  19                                  Feb 21 

Please try  

St. Paul  

online giving! 
 

 

St. Paul UCC Belleville has 
joined the world of  

Technology by bringing  
Online Giving to our church. 
You may now give to St Paul 
Church electronically and pay 

by credit card, debit card or use 
your bank account 

information. Simply log on to 
stpaulucc.org and click the 
“Online Giving” button and 

follow the instructions. You can 
use this form of donating 
towards the Heritage Hall, 
Operating Fund, Building, 

Radio, a Memorial and more.   

Church Office Hours:  
Mon thru Thurs:  8:30 am-5:00 pm  

Fri:  8:30 am-4:00 pm 

618-233-3303 

stpaulucc.org 
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Pastor’s Message - 1440 Extra Minutes 

 

What will you do with the additional 1440 minutes that we have at the end of this month? 
 

I’ve asked myself this prior to previous Leap Days.  As this year the Day of Discipleship 
will be held on February 29, most of the day is already claimed.  I hope many of you will 
join me on that day to listen to speakers on the value of mental health and the church. 
 

Maybe your Leap Day plans include a special visit from a family member or friend.  Or 
maybe you will be on an exotic trip somewhere - either to a tropical location or maybe 
somewhere not so far from here. 
 

According to a daring Irish tradition, Leap Day is the time for women to propose.  (Of 
course, any time is appropriate for a woman to propose to her significant other.)  Will 
your Leap Day be full of risk-taking? 
 

It’s fascinating to think about having an extra day plugged into our usual calendar.  Will 
we take the day for granted or embrace the beauty of life on this special date? 
 

Unfortunately, most of us waste too much time or prioritize our time in unhealthy 
ways.  Instead of sabbath and spending time with loved ones, we focus too much on 
busywork. Instead of the work we’ve been putting off around the house, we lounge 
around the house a little too long.  For some, time has become a gift of which we believe 
we have plenty. And, yet, days are passing by too fast, and each year keeps arriving faster 
and faster. 
 

The Psalmist gives us this prayer of assistance: “Teach us to number our days so we can 
have a wise heart” (Psalm 90:12 CEB).  We pray that we can appreciate the time we have, 
spending each moment constructively - whether it be resting on a sabbath, laughing with 
loved ones on a special evening, or working hard on a Tuesday afternoon.  We pray that 
the gift of time is used to live into God’s intentions for our world, loving our God and 
neighbors with our whole hearts. 
 

Besides the Day of Discipleship, I’m not sure what my February 29 might look like at this 
point.  There could be a proposal (since it’s only fair that I propose back to Aaron). I 
might meet up with friends for dinner or attend a fundraising event.  However the day 
begins to form for all of us, may we seek the presence and intentions for God, and let us 
Carpe Diem (seize the day) whether it be February 29 or any other day this year! 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Michelle 
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From the President’s Corner 
     

 January is alive ad well and really cold! I’m guessing you already know that, but 
just in case, that is my weather report for the month! 
 
 As with most Januarys, this time of the year is a time to take a deep breath and a 
rest from the hectic month of December. Christmas and Easter are the busiest times in a 
church, and the month after those holidays give staff and leadership teams a time to relax 
and refresh. This year is no different. Well actually, it was different this year. Normally 
in January, we elect a new slate of candidates to fill our bylaws directed council and 
boards. In 2019, we undertook, the process of updating and revising our somewhat 
outdated bylaws. It was a project that had been discussed for a number of years. With a 
new settled pastor in place, it was finally time. The Bylaws Team met for numerous 
meetings and shared an online document to do the revision. It was a big project, but 
thankfully, the team worked very well together, listened to one another, and was able to 
collaborate on a new set of Bylaws to help the church reach into the future in a more 
streamlined fashion. The proposed Bylaws were shared with the congregation and a 
meeting was set to offer the congregation the opportunity to read what had been 
proposed and ask questions. When that was accomplished, a congregational meeting 
took place to decide on whether or not to accept the new document. Happily, they were 
approved, and now we begin the process of filling those leadership positions. That will 
take place at the Congregational Meeting in February. We wait to see the slate of 
candidates proposed by the Nominating Board. 
 
 Each January we wind up the previous year in terms of end of year reports from 
each board, and our over worked accountant provides end of year figures for us. In 
addition, we look to the future! This is the best part! Part of the future for 2020 is 
opening up Heritage Hall again, now with its new “old” look. Its so exciting. We have 
decided to hold the Dedication on Palm Sunday, April 5, from 2-4pm. Please put that 
date on your calendar. It is a special day in the life of the church’s history. Heritage Hall 
will be returned to its original look with a lot of new and updated touches. Please plan to 
stop by that day and be a part of the festivities. It is YOUR CHURCH! Be proud! 
 
 Let’s all plan to get involved in 2020! We have so much going on at St. Paul and 
we need all of your involvement to make it work at its maximum potential. I’m counting 
on seeing MANY of you on Sundays and during the week as well! February had one 
extra day in it, let’s make the most of it! 
 
See you in church!! 
 
Blessings, 
Mimi Llamas, President Church Council 
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Celebration 

 of the  
Restoration  

of  
Heritage Hall  

 
 
 
 

Save the Date  
 

Sunday,  
April 5th 

 

2pm - 4pm  
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Congregational Meeting  
    Sunday, February 9 immediately 

following the service, elections  
 will be held as part of the Annual 

Meeting agenda. 

THE  
WITTENBURG 

GERMANY  
SCHLOSS 
KIRCHE  

GOSPEL CHOIR 
IS COMING TO 

ST. PAUL 
 

SAVE THE DATE !!!!!! 

 

Here’s your chance to get 
to know someone new. 
On Friday, May 22, as 
our final Fine Arts Series 
Concert, we will be 
welcoming the 
Wittenburg Germany 
Schlosskirche Gospel 
Choir.  
 
Our friends will arrive on 
Thursday evening, May 
21. We’re inviting YOU 
to be a part of hosting 
our guests on Thursday 
and Friday nights. 
Details are still being 
worked out, but we know 
that we will need housing 
for about 40 folks on 
Thursday and Friday 
nights. We’ll keep 
everyone appraised of the 
schedule as the date gets 
closer. 
 
Please be thinking about 
how YOU can be a part 
of this exciting 
experience! 
 
Sandy Wagner 

2020 CHURCH COUNCIL NOMINATION SLATE 
 

OFFICERS 
 

PRESIDENT  Wayne Caughman  (1 year term) 
 

VICE PRESIDENT Susan Relfe  (1 year term) 
 

SECRETARY  Larry Walton  (1 year term) 
 

TREASURER    Dana Rosenzweig (2 year term) 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE CARE TEAM 
 

PERSONNEL    Sue Hoffmann  (1 year term) 
 

FINANCE   Dana Rosenzweig (2 year term) 
 

PROPERTY  Laura Armstrong (2 year term) 
 

STEWARDSHIP Peggy Burke             (1 year term) 
 
 

OUTREACH TEAM 
 

   Roger Harris  (2 year term) 
 

   Judy Koch  (1 year term) 
 
 

EDUCATION TEAM 
 

   Sandy Ritter  (2 year term) 
 

   Marlene Mueller (1 year term) 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE TEAM 
 

   Susan Relfe  (2 year term) 
 

   Debbie Lippert (1 year term) 
 
 

       2020 DELEGATES to ILLINOIS SOUTH CONFERNCE 

 

   Pete & Sherry Kobernus  
   Laureen Torigian 
        Marlene Mueller  
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RING IN 2020 WITH YOUTH 
PROGRAMS AT  

ST. PAUL UCC & CHRISTIAN ED 
 
NEED VOLUNTEERS TO MAKE A NEW YEAR'S 
RESOLUTION to build a YOUNG AT HEART SPIRIT to 
support our youth programs created by Craig Bielke, our 
Director of Faith Formation & Care, and Pastor Michelle 
by participating in the life of St. Paul UCC. 
 
BUILD A TEAM for an Event:  
Bunny Breakfast - April 11 from 10am-noon 
              Vacation Bible School-June 22-26 from 6-8pm 
              Spooktacular - October TBD 
              Cookies with Santa - December 5 from 10-noon 
These events need a team of volunteers to help make it 
success! 
 

Programs:  
Any Age from 18-90 can sign up to participate and help 
chaperone in the different programs and activities. *ALL 
volunteers must have a current background check and 
paperwork on file in the office prior to volunteering. Takes 
approximately 2 weeks at most. 
 
PreK Sunday School - 45 minute commitment in 
nursery during worship service, programming prepared, 
assist lead teacher, all weeks but 1st 
Sunday School - Following service in the library, 
programming prepared, assist lead teacher,  
all weeks but 3rd  
Youth Group - meets first Wed of the month through 
May, 6-8pm 
Youth Group Outreach Outings - usually Saturdays or 
evenings - Once a month Chaperone/ Building 
relationships with the youth & keeping them interested.  
 
As you can see Christian Ed, Craig, Pastor Michelle have 
been very busy providing energetic and enthusiastic 
programs that will interest our youth. We can only build 
on this with ALL OF YOUR HELP. SO BECOME 
INVOLVED TO BUILD A VITAL PART OF THE FUTURE 
OF ST. PAUL UCC. 
 
PLEASE CALL SANDY RITTER 222-1123 TO PICK 
YOUR DATES TO HELP.   

St. Paul Mother’s Day Out 
Program will begin enrolling 
children for the 2020-2021 
school year throughout the 

month of February. Openings 
are available for children two 

through five years of age. 
Classes meet various days/

week Monday through Friday 
from 9:40-1:00. Priority 

registration for currently 
enrolled families will begin 

February 3rd.  Church 
members (who are not 

currently enrolled) will have 
priority registration beginning 
February 17th. Our Open House 

and open registration will be 
held Sunday, February 23th  
from 12:00-2:00 in the Gym.  

 
 

Church members…take 
advantage of your week of 

priority registration (Feb.17th

-21st) before the registration 
fee increases on the 24th!   

 
 

If you are interested in 
enrolling your child please call 
Rachel Budko at 618-355-1058 
or rachelmdo@stpaulucc.org 

for more information. 
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    4  Raymond & Jean  

 Chamberlin 

 21  Jack & Barbara Olsen 

 22  Paul & Tina  

 Lake-Hopper 
 

 3    Donna Kelly 

       Donna NeJleton 

 4    Cindy KeJler 

       Deborah Meyer 

       Andy Morton 

 5    Larry Altmansberger 

       Sloane Moskop 

 6    Gene Crites 

        Duane Hausmann 

 8    Marlene Lindauer 

10 Gary Friedrich 

        John Wunderlich 

        Donna Young 

12 BeJy Hartmann 

        Kay Ortmann 

        Edward Pelc 

        Brad Sedlak 

14 Patricia Pierce 

16 William James 

17 Timothy Schwartz 

        Janet Spencer 

18 Brian Mentzer 

        Clarence Wolf 

20   Sandra Krummrich 

        Kevin Shipp 

21   Mimi Llamas 

23 James Bevirt 

       Wayne Pfingsten 

       Jean Sporleder 

24 John Hoehn 

        Andrew Selck 

25 Lucy Eckert 

27 Joyce Ernst 

        Ronald Meyer 

        Roger Relfe 

29   Addison Bassler 

S 
t. 
 

P 
a 
u 
l 
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MEMORIALS AND GIFTS 

The following memorials and gifts  
have been received by St. Paul Church: 
TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND  

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: 

IMO Marilee Black 
Kent Black 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS 
Dec 2019                                                            Dec 2018   
Attendance:  1,002    All Gifts:   $71,548.59      Attendance:  1,192   All Gifts:    $66,960.99 

Gifts exclude MDO revenue and endowment distributions, but does include investment  income. 

Hello Social Justice Book Group! 
 

We will be meeting on: Feb 9 
We will meet at Tavern on Main at 11am or so. 
 

The New Jim Crow: Mass  
Incarceration in the Age of  
Colorblindness by  
Michelle Alexander.  

 

Pre-Confirmation Classes starting in late January  
Do you know a young person in sixth-eighth grade that may be interested in 
confirmation class?   
We would love to have them join us for a pre-confirmation class on the fourth 
Sundays of each month following worship.   
For more information, contact Pastor Michelle. 

Do you like to paint or stain?  
Would you like to help?  

Contact Dave Hoffmann after Jan 30 for more  
information or to put your name on the help list! 

2020 Adult Mission Trip 
  
The adult mission trip is May 11-15 at Camp DuBois.  

The Camp Director has a long list of projects for us to do and 
we can use your help for 1 or more days. If you are interested 
in participating this year or would like additional information, 
please contact Roger Harris 
(618.277.3805 / roger.harris@bofa.com). 
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Revenues 2019 Final Budget  2019 Dec Actuals     YTD Actuals  % of Budget  

   Congregational Offerings $410,894.91  $56,410.62  $364,917.68  88.81% 

   MDO Tuition/Other Income $95,000.00  $11,052.50  $114,685.50  120.72% 

   MDO Fundraiser/Capital Campaign  $1,000.00  $126.00  $1,817.00  181.70% 

   Special Stewardship Events  $6,000.00 $25.00  $6,565.18  109.42% 

   Rental Income - 205 W B Street $9,600.00  $800.00  $9,600.00  100.00% 

   Building Fund  $21,000.00 $2,372.00  $23,490.50  111.86% 

   Various Missions $0.00  $3,096.25  $25,659.19  N/A 

   Memorials $13,000.00  $1,640.00  $10,677.00  82.13% 

   Bequests     $5,000.00  $0.00  $0.00  0.00% 

   Building Income  $11,000.00  $1,300.00  $11,548.97  104.99% 

   Pastoral Honorarium  $500.00  $425.00  $2,025.00  405.00% 

   Pastoral Expense Revenue   $0.00  $2,904.00  N/A 

   Investment Income / Michelson Income  $10,620.00  $0.00  $11,360.00  106.97% 

   Endowment Distribution  (per guidelines) $80,000.00 $30,000.00  $55,000.00  68.75% 

   Endowment Distribution (Cap. Exp.) $25,000.00  $0.00  $25,000.00  100.00% 

   Other Income  $2,000.00  $19,795.64  $20,062.29  1003.11% 

   Total Operating Revenues  $690,614.91  $127,043.01  $685,312.31  99.23% 

   Board Revenues  $0.00 $1,127.57  $18,584.27   

   Grand Total  $690,614.91  $128,170.58  $712,616.58  103.19% 

Expenses      

   Personnel Board ($339,565.95) (28,675.39) (305,606.71) 90.00% 

  Administrative Support  (41,963.96) (4,821.04) (44,360.81) 105.71% 

  Mission Board (19,350.00) (15,876.56) (38,030.38) 196.54% 

   Christian Education Board (6,350.00) (191.07) (5,362.68) 84.45% 

  Stewardship & Nominating Board (1,900.00) (207.55) (1,059.44) 55.76% 

   Christian Growth Board (400.00) 0.00 0.00 n/a 

   Business & Property Bd (includes Mortgage) (175,785.00) (19,821.44) (188,902.01) 107.46% 

   Worship Board (9,300.00) (1,598.00) (10,281.96) 110.56% 

   MDO (96,000.00) (28,974.39) (112,868.50) 117.57% 

Total Operating Expense (690,614.91) (100,165.44) (708,946.49) 102.65% 

Difference between Revenue & Expenses   28,005.14 3,670.09  

    Pew End Donation   $0.00  $3,500.00   

   General Fund   0.00 (2,474.00) N/A 

    Capital Expenses  $0.00  $5,220.00   
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