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Your St. Paul Team
Rev. Michelle Torigian, Senior Pastor
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Office Hours: Please note new start time
Mon thru Thurs: 8:30 am-5:00 pm
Fri: 8:30 am-4:00 pm

ST. PAUL NOW HAS ONLINE GIVING!!!!
St Paul UCC Belleville has joined the world of Technology by bringing
Online Giving to our church. Effective immediately you may now give to St Paul
Church electronically and pay by credit card, debit card or use your bank account
information. Simply log on to stpaulucc.org and click the “Online Giving” button and
follow the instructions. You can use this form of donating towards the Heritage Hall,
Operating Fund, Building, Radio, a Memorial and more.
When you or a loved one is admitted to a hospital, please ask the hospitals to notify the
church office. Also please telephone the church Office regarding hospitalized members
of the St. Paul faith family. The pastor and visitation team will visit church members
and their families each week. If you have a new addition to your family, please contact
the church office so we can keep our records current.
Your communication is crucial to our ministry!
OUR ST. PAUL is published monthly. It is edited by our pastor and produced by the office staff.
Material for inclusion may be sent to the church noted for Our St. Paul.
ISSUE_________________DEADLINE________________MAIL DATE

Sept 2019

Aug 20
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The Call to Be the Church to Single Friends
As many of you know, I got engaged on June 28!!! It was an exciting moment in Door County
when Aaron proposed to me. We are working on planning a July wedding in Columbus, OH where
his family lives.
It happens that we are both getting married for the first time in our 40’s. Not finding the right
partner until I was in my 40’s was both discouraging and enlightening. In my 20’s and 30’s, I
became aware of how many churches interacted with single people.
My single early-thirties self would drive a mile up the road to a church I had truly loved for a few
years. Each week, I'd enter the sanctuary by myself, having not yet met a significant other. I'd look
around, noticing that I was pretty much the only single person over the age of twenty five but under
the age of 65. Sometimes there was one or two others. But primarily couples and nuclear families
surrounded me each and every week.
Unfortunately, I experienced social events that were open only to parents with young children. At
one church, I was corralled to the singles group because, according to some people, married people
and single people should not fellowship together. One pastor used his sermon to elevate marriage to
the ideal standard.
Experiencing life as a solo person can be segregating. Some churches can then become an isolating
place for people who are young and coming by themselves. Even when we say that we want
“young families” in the church, we don’t realize how this sounds. Does a single person who is 25
fit into that category? What if we look at changing our wording: we hope to grow the church with
“younger people” (instead of “young families”).
And what about our unmarried middle aged and older adults? I’ve seen how one’s relationship or
marital status change quickly when their spouse dies or they get divorced. Their friendships shift.
Their ability to afford a home and life’s necessities are challenged. It can be lonely in the pews, at
tables, and at social events.
How do our programs ensure that all people feel welcome and that our worship experiences are
inclusive to people of all relationship statuses? I’ve seen how St. Paul UCC does a phenomenal job
surrounding our widows with love after losses and sitting with solo individuals during coffee
hour. How can we take our care of individuals to the next step? How can we be the church for
people who are unmarried without families in the area?
Even in the process of wedding planning, I still feel the call to my years-long project of writing my
book of prayers called Single in the Sanctuary. I had the chance to lead a small workshop on this at
General Synod this summer.
And each time I recall my previous experience of being excluded from any event based on marital
status I think to myself - Jesus wouldn’t have been included at this event because he was single too!
Blessings,
Pastor Michelle
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From the President’s corner….
Summer has definitely arrived! As much as I whined about the cool rainy weather in June, I was kind of sorry when
the 90+ heat showed up lately. I guess I am doomed to be frustrated with the weather. One thing for sure, I have no
control over it!
July was busy for us, but not as busy as it’s going to get as we move into August and then into Fall. I don’t actually
want to consider that it soon will be fall!! In the meantime, it seems like there is always action at St. Paul. We bid
Dan Fry a goodbye and good luck with a lovely breakfast, thanks to the Fine Arts Committee. I’m sure Dan will be
happy to at last begin his life with his new wife. We will miss Dan, but wish him well. The Search Team is working
hard to find a replacement for Dan’s position. Hopefully they will have something to present to us in the near future.
In addition to saying farewell to Dan, we also said our goodbyes to Patrick Kinney, our wonderful facilities manager.
Patrick found himself in a position where he found it difficult to do some of the chores required of him in this position.
We wished him our very best, shed a few sad tears to see him go, and prepared to find a replacement. Patrick’s
professionalism and kindness set the bar pretty high for a new facilities manager, but our Personnel Board is already
on the job to find his replacement. Prayers for Patrick and for our Personnel Board as they do their work.
I’m sure you remember when the Food Pantry was located in the house next to St Paul. When the Food Pantry
moved to their new, bigger location, that house was rented to the Belleville School District for their BASSC Program.
They have been excellent tenants. But as any house, it was in need of a few repairs and an interior paint job. So, the
week of July 15th, a group of hearty souls put on their old clothes, found their paint brushes in the garage and headed
for the BASSC house. Dave Hoffmann spearheaded the operation and we painted the rooms in the house. There
were at least 15 volunteers during the 2 ½ day project. It is so darn heart warming to our congregation come together
for a simple project like that. It would cost us a ton of money to hire painters for a project like that, but it was done,
and done so very well by our team – maybe we should hire ourselves out!!! Anyone who knows me, knows I hate to
paint!! But this wasn’t bad. They let me do stuff that was low to the ground!! Thanks to all who participated. We
thought of it as a local Mission Trip!!
And the last topic I want to discuss, is the Heritage Hall Project. The has been so much accomplished. It is just so
exciting!! As I mentioned last month, there is a group of dedicated people spearheading this project. The original
Heritage Hall Restoration Committee has been involved, some even coming in to do some work. Again, all the right
people are involved. Since then, there are a host of contractors who have been involved, preparing bids and giving
the team ideas. We now have a good idea of how to proceed and the costs associated with each part of the project.
In the coming weeks, you will hear from Laura Strohm-Armstrong on a few Sunday mornings to keep you up to date
on the progress of the update. The goal is to keep that beautiful space as it was with some updates that will make it a
space that others will want to enjoy for their functions. We have a very generous benefactor who has made this all
possible. In honor of his beloved wife MaryJean, Jerry Messick has pledged the bulk of the funds it will take to
complete this project. But we will need some help from all of you. After crunching all the numbers, it appears that we
can have our Heritage Hall looking splendid and up to date for around $26,000. That will be the amount we will be
short after our incredible donation. I think we should be able to raise that amount! To think that we can do our
Heritage Hall Restoration/Renovation for $26K is pretty amazing. So, think about a donation. Alice Jerome always
believed this congregation would come through and finish this project. It has been a long time coming, and we are so
close! Please, ask questions, take a look at the work that has taken place and look into the future. I know we can do
it!!!
Have a great August!!! I am heading to the Caribbean for a cruise to celebrate the 50th Wedding Anniversary of my
closest friends and their family. It will be great to get away, and I will look forward to telling you all about it next
month.
See you all in church.
Mimi Llamas, Council President
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SAVE THE DATE FOR
ST. PAUL NIGHT AT BUSCH STADIUM

CARDINAL BASEBALL!!
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
CARDINALS VS. BREWERS
7:15 pm game
Tickets go on sale in a few weeks!
Save the date and get a group together!
$20 per person (no children’s ticket price)
Seats are in the Left Field Pavilion
We’ll have a panoramic view of the entire field!
The give away that evening is a
Cardinal Hockey Sweater for those 16 and older.
This is a fundraiser for St. Paul and our goal is to sell 300 tickets – so invite friends, family –
everyone you know who’s a baseball fan – even if they root for the Brewers!
If we reach our goal, 4 lucky ticket holders will win a pregame field visit to watch batting practice, we’ll
get a group photo, group recognition on the scoreboard during the game and, if available, sing God Bless
America or Take Me Out to the Ballgame. Plus, we’ll be earning $$ for
St. Paul while having a great evening of fun and fellowship! You just can’t miss this event!!
Here are a few tips that might be helpful:
*Only soft-sided coolers no larger than 16”x16”x8” are allowed in the stadium
*No backpacks are allowed, unless it’s a diaper bag
*Factory sealed soda, water in clear plastic bottles, no larger than 2 liters, are allowed
*No alcohol or non-alcoholic beer is allowed *Empty cups, mugs or plastic bottles are allowed
*No aluminum containers, glass bottles, metal cans or thermoses are allowed
*Food items are allowed but must fit in a bag no bigger than 16”x16”x8”
For questions about what you can bring to the stadium, see mlb.com/cardinals/ballpark/security.
Redbird Express Information:
*Cost for round trip (cash only) adults $5; ages 2 – 12 $2; under 2 free
*Buses leave (about every 5 – 8 minutes) beginning 2 ½ hours before game time from the water tower
at St. Clair Square in Fairview Heights and
if we know that we’ll have more than 25 riders, we might be able to get our own bus
*Drop off is at the corner of Clark & Broadway near Gates 5 & 6
*The last bus leaves stadium -Clark Street between Broadway & 4th, 45 minutes after game ends

Let’s make this a super success & start off our new church year with a home run!!
Brought to you by your St. Paul Stewardship Board
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Janet Spencer Guest Organist

25
9am Worship
10am Sunday School
6pm Fireside

Janet Spencer Guest Organist

18
9am Worship
10am Sunday School
11am Chaplin Speaker

Greatest Showman
Janet Spencer Guest Organist

11
9am Worship
10am Sunday School

Sound of Music
Janet Spencer Guest Organist

4 Communion
9am Worship
10am Sunday School
10am-11am HH Tour

Sun

26
10am exercise

27
Quilters
5pm Comm Dinner
NAMI

20
Quilters
5pm Comm Dinner
NAMI
5pm Ecuador Mtgtheatre
6pm MDO Advisory
Mtg

13
Quilters
5pm Comm Dinner
NAMI
Shufflers
Finance Bd

12
10am exercise
6pm Mission Bd

19
10am exercise

6
Quilters
10am Plarn-Art Rm
Food Prep
5pm Comm Dinner
NAMI

Tue

5
10am exercise

Mon

9am –1pm
MDO ORIENTATION
Tues/Thurs

9am –1pm
MDO ORIENTATION
M/W/F
9:30 Baby Class

29

22
6pm Food Pantry Mtg
Shufflers

15
6:30 Council

8
4pm Christian Ed Bd
6pm Board Mtgs

1
1:30 Homeless Mtg
6pm Worship
6:30 PFLAG

Thu

28

21
10am Genealogy Class

14
9:30 Baby Class
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Back to School Event
at Belleville West

Wed

30

23

16

9

2

Fri

31

Scharf Farm Fiesta
Fundraiser

24
10am Ctr Prayer

17

10
10am Ctr Prayer

3
9am MDO Mulch

Sat

7

Auus An
4
5
7
9
15
18
22
28
29

rs e

Gus & Sue Kuether
Charles & Jane Warren
Allen & Nancy Scharf
Mike & Linda Herrmann
Thomas & Linda Mentzer
Ken & Osceola Mueller
Walter & Sandra Ortmann
Wayne & Sandra Pfingsten
EJ & Jean Sporleder

Auus Bhd y
1 Terry Hentz
Amy Florek
Edna Mae Schwarz
2 Lebecca Peterson
Dolores Taylor
3 Sandy Ritter
Kullen Hausmann
Dylan Cyphers
4 Sandra Frerking
Diane Krick
Janet Noble
Hayley Bohanon
5 Craig Liddy
Eileen Peter
6 Mac McCoy
8 Lynn Bradley
Bobbie Smith

10 Gayle Wren
Terry Collins
Riley Worthen
Laureen Torigian
11 Lynwood Mueller
13 Kenneth Mueller
14 Megan Glascock
15 Gerald Hough
16 Judith Voyles
Lee-Alison Wilson
18 Helen Whicher
20 Lynn Koehler
22 Ken Nettleton
Judi Keplar
23 Judith Harms
Jeanette Phillips
24 Perl Hazelip

Darcy Maguire
25 Tammy Flach
Doris Steiner
Joan Sackmann
27 Diane Drake
David Wagner
Jenna Schobert
28 Diana Haar
29 Pamela Nicholson
June Weber
Megan Kastner
Presley Perkins
31 Karen Keuss
Jay Naylor
Alex Pool
Austin Cyphers

FOR YOUNG ADULTS:
Way to Live: Chrisan Pracces for Teens by Dorothy C. Bass and Don C. Richter
Eighteen teens and eighteen adults share their stories and viewpoints in this book of excellent
ideas on Chris)an living for young people.
FOR GROWNUPS:
Dear Heart, Come Home: the Path of Midlife Spirituality by Joyce Rupp
The author, an interna)onal speaker and retreat director, shares her own midlife journey with
an honesty and insight we can all beneﬁt from.
Toward Holy Ground; Spiritual Direcons for the Second Half of Life by Margaret Gunther
Gunther suggests that the second half of life (which we all enter at diﬀerent ages) is when we
undertake the building of a mature faith as we look toward aging and the end of earthly life.
NOTE: You will see the above books, along with other interesting books, displayed in the church library.
Please help yourself, sign the card, and enjoy!
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MEMORIALS AND GIFTS
The following memorials and gifts have been received by St. Paul Church:
TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
IMO Anne vonBrecht
Darwin & Mary Lu Bretsch
Jane Bonaldi
(Fine Arts)
Dave & Sue Hoffmann
(Heritage Hall)
Jan Friedrich
IMO Cynthia Humphries
David Humphries

June 2019
Attendance: 624

IMO Russ Scheibel
Vi Nettleton
Sue Sharp
Don & Judy Beisiegel
Rick & Diane Drake
Lynn Koehler
Faye Weiss

ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS
June 2018:
All Gifts: $50,502.04 Attendance: 732

IMO Marilee Black
Kent Black
IHO Tom & Linda Mentzer’s
50th Wedding
Anniversary
Betty Eckert & Marilyn
Dinkelmann

All Gifts:

$50,528.22

Gifts exclude MDO revenue and endowment distributions, but does include investment income.

ST. PAUL FIESTA AT SCHARF FARM
Scharf Farm is hosting the Mingles & Singles Fundraiser event at Scharf Farm,
Aug 24th at 6pm. Due to some of the food provided, we ask for an RSVP by
AUG 16. It’s $10 per person and all of the proceeds go back into St. Paul
UCC. Bring your own lawn chairs, drinks, appetizers/side dish/dessert. This
will be a fun night in a beautiful setting, music and karaoke by Chris Ritter. So
come one and all!! Please RSVP-Sandy Ritter 222-1123 or
sandyritter@ymail.com. Let's make this a joyous time to end the summer and
provide funds for St. Paul UCC. See you there!

Your church has decided that the "old canoe" that worked so
well when you were floating down the river, doesn't bring your
church success when the world is navigating a new terrain of
"mountain climbing." What to do? What to do? At this year's
Annual Meeting, we will look at churches who are navigating
new terrain...have gone from surviving to thriving...have their
feet on the ground and are marching with the blessed assurance
of transformative changes. They have listened to God's call and
have adapted with repurposed buildings, the priesthood of lay
leaders, interactive worship services and embracing the
demographics of their communities. Witness fearlessness and hope. Adapt your paradigm to the
reality of now. Transform your church. Find out what makes your church's heart sing.

Would you like to be a delegate for St. Paul UCC at this year’s
Annual Meeting? If so, please contact Tina or Mimi. Thanks!
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Revenues
Congregational Offerings

2019 Final Budget

2019 June Actuals

YTD Actuals

% of Budget

$410,894.91

$39,339.08

$194,218.36

47.27%

$95,000.00

$170.00

$58,301.50

61.37%

MDO Fundraiser/Capital Campaign

$1,000.00

$1,264.00

$1,264.00

126.40%

Special Stewardship Events

$6,000.00

$0.00

$545.43

9.09%

Rental Income - 205 W B Street

$9,600.00

$800.00

$4,800.00

50.00%

$21,000.00

$6,434.00

$14,952.50

71.20%

$0.00

$2,540.00

$19,161.44 N/A

Memorials

$13,000.00

$125.00

$5,895.00

45.35%

Bequests

$5,000.00

$0.00

$0.00

0.00%

$11,000.00

$130.00

$6,231.15

56.65%

$500.00

$400.00

$875.00

175.00%

$410.00

$430.00 N/A

MDO Tuition/Other Income

Building Fund
Various Missions

Building Income
Pastoral Honorarium
Pastoral Expense Revenue
Investment Income / Michelson Income

$10,620.00

$0.00

$5,680.00

53.48%

Endowment Distribution (per guidelines)

$80,000.00

$0.00

$0.00

0.00%

Endowment Distribution (Cap. Exp.)

$25,000.00

$0.00

$20,000.00

80.00%

$2,000.00

$11.70

$187.21

9.36%

$690,614.91

$51,623.78

$332,541.59

48.15%

$0.00

$672.26

$10,617.85

$0.00

$4,000.00

$350.00

$5,220.00

$690,614.91

$52,296.04

$352,379.44

Other Income
Total Operating Revenues
Board Revenues
Pew End Donation
Capital Expenses
Grand Total

51.02%

Expenses
($339,565.95)

(26,359.34)

(161,013.07)

47.42%

Administrative Support

Personnel Board

(41,963.96)

(2,632.83)

(22,922.87)

54.78%

Mission Board

(19,350.00)

(3,160.02)

(15,387.72)

79.52%

Christian Education Board

(6,350.00)

(66.58)

(1,045.78)

16.47%

Stewardship & Nominating Board

(1,900.00)

(142.73)

(505.73)

26.62%

(400.00)

0.00

0.00

n/a

(175,785.00)

(17,303.86)

(92,501.17)

52.62%

(9,300.00)

(62.19)

(1,992.77)

21.43%

(96,000.00)

(631.12)

(47,614.50)

49.60%

0

(50.00)

N/A

(44,358.67)

(343,099.61)

49.68%

7,937.37

992.46

Christian Growth Board
Business & Property Bd (includes Mortgage)
Worship Board
MDO
General Fund
Total Operating Expense

(690,614.91)

Difference between Revenue & Expenses
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Labels Here

Community Interfaith Food Pantry
needs LOTS of reusable grocery bags!!
The bags help get food to the homeless in our area.
Please bring any to the food pantry
or to the bin in our hallway. Thank you.

Help Spread Mulch on the MDO Playground!!
Saturday, August 3 at 9am
Bring your rake and meet at the MDO playground
More hands make lighter work!
P L A R N - Crocheting with plastic
bags that have been cut into strips.
Ladies and Gentlemen, all are welcome
to participate.
Aug 6th at 10am in the Craft room
(downstairs). We will be folding,
cutting, flattening plastic bags to create
plarn. Please bring a pair of scissors and
be ready to have fun chatting as a social
group. Susan Relfe and Bette Rotert
will assist in teaching anyone how to
crochet if interested. If you have a Q
crochet needle bring that with you. Let's
be environmentally
friendly to one
another. See you
there. Sandy Ritter

Join us for St. Paul UCC’s

5 Week Summer
Musical Series
Sunday, July 14 ~ Sunday, Aug 11
Each week, songs will be performed
from each musical during our 9am service
and connected to the sermon.
July 14 ~ Mary Poppins/Mary Poppins Returns
July 21 ~ Wicked
July 28 ~ Footloose
Aug 4 ~ Sound of Music
Aug 11 ~ Greatest Showman
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