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Connecting to Our Values
I will be finishing my Leadership Belleville program on May 3. This wonderful ninemonth program has not only helped me see Belleville in new dimensions but has
also helped me develop my own sense of leadership.
One of our recent readings included an essay entitled “Ten Qualities that Made
Abraham Lincoln a Great Leader” by Catherine L. Moreton and based on work by
presidential historian Doris Kerns Goodwin. Two that stood out to me in my work
right now were these: “strength to adhere to fundamental goals” and “ability to
communicate goals and vision.”
As this church’s senior pastor, I believe that part of my duty is to ensure that we
are connected to and living into our values. How many of you know our values?
(1) We believe all people matter to God and are welcome here; (2) We strive to be
servants in service to others; and (3) We need Christian education for good faith
and life.
Just for this article, I am going to focus on the first value stated –not at the
exclusion of the importance of the other two values. Genesis 1 states that all
people were made in the image of God. As a congregation, this principle is
extremely important to us. By the events held at the church to our youth group
activities, and by the way we welcome all families in our Mother’s Day Out as well,
and the way area organizations meet in our building, we are cultivating a culture of
ensuring that the people in our community – especially people who have often
been forgotten – are valued. In my preaching, I try to connect scripture to our work
in making certain all people know they matter to God.
Let’s take this a step further: how do your efforts in our building and on our
property connect to this value? Through upkeeping an accessible church, our
neighbors with disabilities have a place to worship. People who have been
alienated by other congregations because of who they love or what they believe
have a space to worship. How does your work on church finance connect to this
value? Staff and volunteers who help manage our finances aid St. Paul UCC’s
various boards in their service. For instance, their work makes it easier for our
mission team to collect and distribute funds to area organizations in need.
While these are just a few examples, this is to say that every single one of you has
a piece ensuring that our congregation lives into its values. With each hour and
dollar spent, your contributions adhere to our congregation’s goals. Your work is
crucial to St. Paul UCC, and I would like to affirm this and thank you!
Blessings,
Pastor Michelle

From the President’s corner…
Alleluia!! He is Risen, He is Risen Indeed!!! That affirmation makes all of
the preparations and activities that have preceded the day so worth it.
Admittedly it is a lot of work for a lot of people. We all need to be mindful of
the extra time our staff needs to make that day successful for all of us. Easter
is the holiest of days for Christians, and we all feel the need to make it as
special for everyone as possible. Pastor Michelle wrote 5 Lenten services, in
addition to those special Sunday sermons during lent! Then she prepared a
service for Maundy Thursday, 2 for Good Friday, and finally, the amazing
service for Easter. Many of us wanted to stand up and shout Alleluia at the
end of her sermon on Easter Sunday. If you weren’t inspired to get up off you
duff and get moving to make our church even more special, then you just
weren’t listening! In addition to the work from our Pastor, our office staff
was stretched to see just how far they could go and how much they could do
in a 6 week period. I don’t have the space to list it all, but just think of all the
bulletins, news and notes that must be prepared in that time. All of those
services have a bulletin!!!! And the sound people, and the music ministry!!
And the Facilities Staff!! Then there is the Worship Board who seems to
always pull a rabbit out of their hat for special church holidays. Our Church
looked ABSOLUTELY BEAUTIFUL all during the season. That is not easy!!
Candles need to be filled, the altar gets moved around and around, the piano
and organ are fortunately on wheels because they log a lot of miles during
this season. Banners are changed constantly, and Pam Walton, and her long
poll, change the drape on the cross from purple, to black to white – all in one
weekend!!! They order flowers for the altar, pick them up, and place them
around to make it look like a splendid garden for Easter Day. It is all so
wonderful and we all should be so very proud!!!
The month of April was filled with activities in addition to the church
services. Jumping back a day to March 31, we had an amazing Mission Fair.
Nearly all of the missions we support were represented and we had “lots” of
tables filled with information for everyone to check out. Dubois, Racial
Harmony, Kindercottage and others were represented as well as our in house
missions. It was Very Impressive indeed to see how much we do!

That was followed by another successful Rummage Sale from the Women’s
Guild. The Music Visioning Team that has been tasked to determine a
vision for the Music Ministry as we look to the future, met twice for
discussion. When their work is complete, a Search Team will be appointed
to begin the search for a Music Director. Palm Sunday saw us welcome 4
new members to our church family. That has to make you happy!! The Fine
Arts Committee presented a beautiful program, The Arianna String Quartet
doing Haydn’s 7 Last Words of Christ. Seven us were invited to share one
of the words and speak to its meaning to us individually. It was such a
rewarding experience.
Easter Week was amazing. Maundy Thursday, in addition to great food,
provided a beautiful and meaningful service with our youth and their
families serving communion to the gathered. Then there were the 2
awesome services on Good Friday, easily the best ever!! Then that Bunny
Breakfast!!!! Over 250 people in attendance!!! LOTS of PANCAKES AND
SAUSAGE were consumed. Thank you Ken Nettleton and your band of
cooks from Mingles and Singles!!! Finally, there was Easter Service. It was
special on so many levels, I wouldn’t know where to start. But a huge thank
you to Pastor Michelle for a beautifully planned day, to Dan Fry for such
special music that went hand in hand with the message, to Tom Birkner and
his musicians for adding that effect of grandeur! We bid a short farewell to
our Celebration Service on Easter. It will be back in a new form in the not
so distant future and we all look forward to seeing what it will look like!!
I believe no one celebrates the season better than St. Paul UCC Belleville.
And thank you to all of you who came and celebrated with us. And to those
who listened on the radio or watched on Facebook Live. Alleluia!!!!
Alleluia!!!
Blessings,
Mimi Llamas, Church Council President

CANDY NEEDED FOR THE PARADE!
St. Paul’s is going to have a float in the Shriner’s Parade on May 31st
And we need lots and lots of CANDY!
Please bring candy to the church office or make donation to “Candy” ~ THANK YOU!

JOIN THE PARADE!
WALK WITH THE ST. PAUL FLOAT and JOIN IN THE FUN!
MAY 31 BETWEEN 5-5:30PM – Meet at church parking lot
WEAR YOUR ST PAUL TSHIRTS & COMFORTABLE SHOES!

Are your Kids looking
for a One-Of-A-Kind
Musical Experience
This Summer?
Join us at St. Paul UCC for our

5 Week Summer Musical Series
Starting Sunday, July 14 and continuing every
Sunday, through Sunday, August 11!

If your children love to sing and musical theatre,
this is the program for them!
Sunday, July 14, 2019: Mary Poppins/Mary Poppins Returns
Sunday, July 21, 2019: Wicked
Sunday, July 28, 2019: Footloose
Sunday, August 4, 2019: The Sound of Music
Sunday, August 11, 2019: The Greatest Showman
Each week, there will be two to three songs performed from
each musical during our 9am service, with rehearsals
throughout the week prior as well.
For more information or to sign up, please email our
Christian Education Director, Tyler Kohrs

RED, WHITE AND BLUE PATRIOTIC CONCERT PATRONS
If you would like to support our Red, White & Blue Revue as a Patron,
please complete the form below and return it to the church office with your
check made out to St. Paul Fine Arts no later than May 12th. Your name will
appear in the appropriate Patron category in the concert program.
Red Patron $25_______White Patron $50_______ Blue Patron $100_____
NAME___________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________CITY___________________ZIP________________
PHONE____________________________EMAIL________________________________________________________________

St. Paul Fine Arts
Re , Wi & B  R
Sunday, May 19, 2019
3pm
The Fine Arts Committee is most grateful for your support of this event.

Please print EXACTLY what you want to appear in
the program on the line following your choice of support.

1) Memorial to Veterans/Civilians ($25)
IMO ___________________________________________
2) Honorariums to Individuals ($25)
IHO ___________________________________________
This support is given by:
NAME________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________CITY___________________ZIP________________
PHONE____________________________EMAIL________________________________________
Deadline is May 12. Make check payable to St Paul Fine Arts – St Paul UCC
115 West B Street, Belleville, IL 62220

St. Paul Fine Arts Series
presents the
A
cabaret
of
Americana, patriotic
songs, and audience
favorites in honor of
America and those
who have served.
Concert
is Free;
Featuring:
Goodwill
St Paul UCC
Offering.
Chancel Choir
and
Union United
Methodist Choir

Sunday,
May 19
3pm

Revue

Red, White& Blue
Picnic
Sunday, May 19
Following the Patriotic Concert
In the Activity Center
Sponsored by St. Paul Mission Board

Pulled Pork, Potato Salad, Slaw, Baked Beans, Desserts, Drinks.

Tickets on Sale May 5, 12, 19 - Welcome Center!

To all our great bakers . . .
We need cakes and pies for the Patriotic Picnic. If you are able to donate, please fill
out the form below and place it in the offering plate. Cakes and pies should be
delivered to the kitchen on May 19 before the concert, please mark your packaging - Picnic.

I will bring ________________ cake(s)/cookies / I will bring ______________ pie(s)
Name _______________________________ Phone ___________________

Mother’s Day Honor Roll
Mission Board invites you to honor your Mother (or any
special woman in your life) on Mother's Day, Sunday, May
12th! Give a donation in her name and she will be placed on
the Mother's Day Honor Roll in News & Notes on Mother's
Day! Donations should be placed in the offering basket
along with this form, or mailed/dropped off to the church on
or by May 5th. Your donation supports the many missions
of St. Paul UCC ! Please place your donations in the offering
basket along w/this form or mail to the church office.
Circle One:

In memory of

In honor of

Mother / Loved One’s Name
___________________________________________________
Your Name _________________________________________
Phone #______________________

St. Paul UCC
June 10-14
6pm-8:30pm
Free
Ages Pre-K
to 7th grade

For more information, please contact
Tyler at tkohrs@stpaulucc.org,
call 233-3303, or stpaulucc.org.
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A Note from the Music Director…
As many of you know, last Fall I got married to my wonderful wife
Jayne, who lives in Quincy, IL. Many of you have had a chance to meet
her and know how lucky I am! After almost 10 years in the St. Louis
area it is nearing the time for me to move to Quincy to pursue new
teaching and music-making opportunities, and to be with her much
more regularly as we build our lives together and see where the Lord is
leading us. It has been a challenging time in some ways at St. Paul, but
I feel that musically it has been a very fruitful time as we learned new,
rewarding, and often challenging music together, took choir retreats, a
Europe tour, commissioned an anthem, added a Steinway grand,
explored collaborative concerts and the new tradition of a Christmas
concert, among other things. I am most grateful the many dedicated
participants of the music ministry, many of whom are there almost
every rehearsal and service or presentation – this includes bells,
ensembles and choir. Without that commitment, nothing can happen.
From that commitment, all things are possible. Additional thanks to the
many members of St. Paul who have supported me personally and the
music ministry in all kinds of ways – without you we could not do what
we are doing today. Special thanks to the pastors that have been here in
the nearly 6 years I have served-Drew Kramer, Robert Koepcke, and
Michelle Torigian, for supporting me to pursue the vision I had for
music and music ministry here at the church. Additional deep thanks to
the Fine Arts Committee (Sandy Wagner, chair) who has worked with
me in ways too numerous to list. I hope and pray that the tradition of
high quality and vibrant music ministry continues here, and please keep
me in your thoughts and prayers as I will you. My last Sunday at St.
Paul will be Sunday, July 7.
Peace,
Daniel Fry, Music Director

TAKE NOTICE
It’s the time of year we need to be aware of how the weather around us can change in
an instant, and how we can be prepared for any situation. Below is our EMERGENCY
RESPONSE GUIDE, also found in the pews and doorways at church. Please read and
make yourself familiar with the instructions. Have a safe and blessed spring!

Shirley Fritz Scholarship 2019 Winners
——————————————————————————————————————————————-

Eric Gentry
Wayne Sherland
Amber Flach
Lee Alison Wilson
Please plan on attending on Sunday, May 5th
for the Scholarship presentations.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT GRANT OPPORTUNITY
—————————————————————————————
A Leadership Development Fund has been established to increase the quality of leadership
across the entirety of the congregation and its mission and ministries by providing
encouragement and financial assistance for St. Paul members. Formal and informal classes,
seminars, workshops and facilitation of group and on-site leadership development will enhance
the mission and ministries of St. Paul UCC.
All St. Paul Leadership Development Grants will be applied for through and recommended by
an established St. Paul governance body (i.e. the Church Council, a Board, Committee or Task
Force), to the St. Paul Leadership Development Fund Committee for approval and
disbursement.
The Leadership Development Fund was created by Pastor Gus Kuether in honor of his 60th
year in the ministry and will be held by St. Paul UCC as a designated fund. The Leadership
Development Fund will be administered by the Leadership Development Fund Committee. All
grants will be partial and will only cover part of the total costs for attendance and participation.
Upon completion, an oral or written report of learnings and suggestions for application at St.
Paul will be rendered to the St. Paul recommending body within 60 days.
Grant applications are available in the church office. For more information please contact Sue
Hoffmann. Thank you.

GRADUATION
CELEBRATION
The St. Paul Faith Family would like to celebrate with those in
our congregation who are graduating this year from high
school, college, or other educational institutions. On May 5th,
we will list the graduates in the News & Notes and honor you and
rejoice in your major milestone.
Let everyone share the joy of your special day!
*********************************************************
Please f ill in the f orm b elow and p ut it in the off ering p lat e, or return it t o the
Church Off ice b y Ap r il 28th .

Graduate
Name:________________________________________________________________
Name of school from which you are
graduating:__________________________________________________________
Grade graduating from or Degree
receiving:____________________________________________________________
Honors received:
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Future Plans (ie. College, work, grad school)
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Email:________________________________________________________________
Phone number:_______________________________________________________

Experience DuBois
Center this Summer
Explore God’s creation on
acres and acres of beautiful
terrain. Swim and boat in the
lake. Ride a horse. Go for a
hike. Sing around the bonfire
and experience the wonders
of the night. Play wacky
games and make new
friends. Be yourself, try new
things and grow your faith.
Be part of a Christian
community. See how
amazing serving God is! Days
at DuBois are filled with a
variety of activities which are
adapted for different age
groups and provide a
progression of experiences.
There is an exciting line-up of
great summer camps for all
ages at DuBois Center.

duboiscenter.org
A full week at Camp
costs $400 +/-.
If you’d like to provide
scholarship assistance, write
your check to St. Paul UCC
and designate it “DuBois
Scholarship.” You’ll help
provide a wonderful
opportunity for
one of our young people.

Operation Shimmer
Have you ever marveled at the sun across the lake at DuBois
Center? You’re not the only one. Whether from a canoe,
pontoon, bridge or beach, you can’t help but appreciate the
shimmer that comes across the lake from sunrise to sunset. In
many ways, the lake is the heart of our camp. It supports
camp activities, as well as wildlife and plants. Stand still and
listen to the water lap, and feel the pulse of the camp. Just as human hearts
sometimes need a little extra care, our lake needs some extra care right now, with
some pressing improvements. The spillway pipe has outlived its lifespan.
Temporary repairs bought time, but some Muskrat Love (for those of you old
enough to remember the song) has hastened the need to make a major repair
before summer camp this year. This means cutting the dam, replacing the pipe,
rebuilding the dirt, and resurfacing the road. The only week out of the year when
this is logically feasible is Holy Week, when there are no groups in camp. There’s
one other improvement needing to happen before summer, and that’s air
conditioning in Oak Lodge. Can we get an Amen? The shimmer of the lake in late
July would look so much prettier if we all were shimmering a little less in the
summer heat. It also will make the camp more attractive and accessible for
campers and guests. Some dedicated AC funds are waiting to be used, and they
will cover a portion of the cost. So welcome to Operation Shimmer. These
expenses are larger than our typical improvement, and they need to happen over
the course of the next four months. Based on estimates for both projects, our goal
is $60,000, with $10,000 already received. The first money in goes to repair the
spillway so the work can happen in April. Air conditioning will go in second, but
still before camp fills in June. It’s a tall order in a short time, but these projects
require immediate attention. Dubois Center has tackled sudden expenses in the
past with support from across the Conference. This time is no different. We need
your donations, your Lenten fundraisers, your popup yard sales and trivia nights
to meet the $60,000 goal by the end of May. These repairs just can’t wait. Help us
keep our aquatic heart healthy and keep the shimmer on the lake. Donations can
be sent to either address on the back, designated for Operation Shimmer.
Thank you.

FOR ADULTS:
Eerdman’s Book of Famous Prayers, Zundel, Veronica, ed.
A collection of prayers written/spoken by famous religious and historical personalities.

The Positive Power of Jesus Christ: Life-Changing Adventures in Faith,
Peale, Norman Vincent
Timeless wisdom from a beloved Christian theologian/author..

FOR CHILDREN:
Sleep in Peace, Hess, Ingred.
Some powerful and comforting night-time thoughts for little ones.
NOTE: You will see the above books, along with other interesting books, displayed in the church library.
Please help yourself, sign the card, and enjoy!

Revenues
Congregational Offerings

2019 Final Budget

2019 Mar Actuals

YTD Actuals

% of Budget

$410,894.91

$33,963.33

$88,147.51

21.45%

$95,000.00

$3,688.75

$27,916.25

29.39%

MDO Fundraiser/Capital Campaign

$1,000.00

$0.00

$0.00

0.00%

Special Stewardship Events

$6,000.00

$9.31

$9.31

0.16%

Rental Income - 205 W B Street

$9,600.00

$800.00

$2,400.00

25.00%

$21,000.00

$1,751.00

$6,653.25

31.68%

$0.00

$2,628.00

Memorials

$13,000.00

$1,405.00

$3,485.00

26.81%

Bequests

$5,000.00

$0.00

$0.00

0.00%

$11,000.00

$1,513.50

$2,828.50

25.71%

$500.00

$250.00

$475.00

95.00%

MDO Tuition/Other Income

Building Fund
Various Missions

Building Income
Pastoral Honorarium
Pastoral Expense Revenue

$0.00

$10,283.44 N/A

$0.00 N/A

Investment Income / Michelson Income

$10,620.00

$5,680.00

$5,680.00

53.48%

Endowment Distribution (per guidelines)

$80,000.00

$0.00

$0.00

0.00%

Endowment Distribution (Cap. Exp.)

$25,000.00

$0.00

$0.00

0.00%

$2,000.00

($1,555.56)

$158.98

7.95%

$690,614.91

$50,133.33

$148,037.24

21.44%

$0.00

$2,851.22

$7,314.10

$145.00

$4,870.00

$690,614.91

$52,984.55

$160,221.34

Other Income
Total Operating Revenues
Board Revenues
Pew End Donation
Grand Total

23.20%

Expenses
($339,565.95)

(27,057.57)

(81,276.68)

23.94%

Administrative Support

Personnel Board

(41,963.00)

(3,564.39)

(13,692.17)

32.39%

Mission Board

(19,350.00)

(1,329.71)

(6,789.34)

32.09%

Christian Education Board

(6,350.00)

(2,157.70)

214.57

-3.38%

Stewardship & Nominating Board

(1,900.00)

0.00

(219.80)

11.57%

Christian Growth Board

(400.00)

0.00

0.00

n/a

Business & Property Bd
(includes Mortgage)

(175,785.00)

(21,547.76)

(56,145.83)

31.94%

(9,300.00)

(631.87)

(365.90)

3.93%

(96,000.00)

(9,398.09)

(27,731.34)

28.89%

0.00

N/A

(65,687.09)

(185,906.49)

26.92%

(12,702.54)

(30,555.15)

Worship Board
MDO
General Fund
Total Operating Expense
Difference between Revenue & Expenses

(690,614.91)

MEMORIALS AND GIFTS
The following memorials and gifts have been received by St. Paul Church:
TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
IMO Ray Schilling
Erlene Seelman
Janet Spencer
(Fine Arts)
James & Peggy Aschenbrenner
(Quilters-Threads of Hope)
Sandy & Rusty Wagner
IMO Arthur Peters
Judy Saeger
Jane Bonaldi
IMO Velma Glock
Donna & Frank Haefner
Janet Noble
John & susan Walter
Ronald & Janell Durdle
Larry & Shelley Brockman
Mary Jean Reuter
William & Penny Durdle
Claire Prindable
Dr. Robert & Pamela Meinders
Judy & David Kastner
(Heritage Hall)
Larry & Linda Altmansberger
IMO Rev. Bill Cummins
Michael & Corinne Copeland
Marlene Mueller

Carol Faurt
Jane Bonaldi
Bob, Cathy, & William Kocj
Mr & Mrs David Land
Wayne Caughman
Larry Walton
Don & Reta Jones
Terri Ahlvin
Gloria Strohm
Mr & Mrs Ryan Kirkpatrick
Bruce & Pam Elser
Ruth Grandcolas
Donna Davis
Lynn Koehler
Lynn & Luci Bradley
James & Judith Moore
Ralph & Vicki Wildy
IMO Ruth Clark
Bobby Lee & Sandy Frerking

IMO Rand Duncan & Norb &
Lorna Wolf
(Heritage Hall)
Linda Altmansberger
IMO Albert Juenger
(Fine Arts)
Vera Juenger
IHO Pastor Michelle Torigian’s
Birthday
(Food Pantry)
Lynn Koehler
Debbie Lippert
Pam Nicholson
Marlene Mueller
Pam Walton
Lynn & Luci Bradley

IMO Shirley Klinger
Jane Bonaldi
IMO Sally Snyder
Jack Snyder
IMO Lorna Wolf
(Heritage Hall)
Lana Duncan

ATTENDANCE &
OFFERINGS

Thank you so much for the wonderful donations and
gifts to the Community Interfaith Food Pantry in
honor of my birthday! The CIFP received $290 in
donations and 145 pounds on food to help our
friends in need. Thank you for your continued
kindness!
Pastor Michelle

Mar 2019
Attendance: 689
All Gifts: $51,175.54
Mar 2018
Attendance: 669
All Gifts: $44,974.37
Gifts exclude MDO
revenue and endowment
distributions,
but does include
investment income.

M An
1
2
3
5
7
14
15
18
25
26

rs e

Ken & Joann Oesterle
Terry & Synthia Kalinowski
Al & Emma Wunderlich
Alvin & Gaye Bettis
Bobby & Sandy Frerking
Tammy & Steve Flach
Mike & Jean Eckert
Dorothy & Gordon Maiworm
Ricky & Julie Morton
Laura & Kris Armstrong

18
19
20

22
25
27

M Bhdy
1
3
4
5
7
9
11
13
14
16

Allen Schuessler
Pamela Heizer
Madelyn Wagner
Jeana Smith
Audrey Krummrich
Gene Buxton
Ryleigh Loving
Lana Gentry
Nancy Stanton
Sherry Stepp
Craig Bielke
Madelyn Koch
Kathryn Selck
Roger Harszy
Cordelia Neff
Scott Wilson
Avery Elser

28
29
31

Shirley Hailstone
Janice Meyer
Chase Mentzer
Terry Meyer
Laura Armstrong
Stephen Schmidt
Teresa Schmidt
Jesse Arms
Ellie Martin
Madyson Karstens
Pamela Pfeffer
Ray Chamberlin
Steven Mueller
Lana Ward
Janet Heil
Mary Lu Bretsch
Theodore Englert
Owen Milton
Kent Kobernus
Wesley Krummrich
Carol Taake
Brett White
Drew Kramer

Non Profit
Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
BELLEVILLE, IL
PERMIT #17

115 WEST ‘B’ STREET, BELLEVILLE, IL 62220
PHONE: 618-233-3303

MAIL DATE April 30, 2019

Return Service Requested

Labels Here

stpaulucc.org
Always something new!! Check out the Online Calendar & Upcoming Events!

If you can’t be with us in person,
join us by listening to
our worship service
LIVE on KSTL - 690 AM radio
& streamed on Jubilee690.com
at 9am Sundays and
St. Paul United Church
of Christ, Belleville, IL

Are you interested in
being a member of
St. Paul UCC?
Please contact
Pastor Michelle or the
church office.

